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TO THE READER. 



With, profound veneration the author quotes the sacred 
words ol our Divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in order 
to render a certain portion of the following work more deeply 
impressive, and induce the careless, the young, and those who 
read not the Gospel, to examine it altogether for themselves. 
Extracts from Scripture are carefully marked in italics between 
commas, so that not the smallest interpolation therewith or 
subtracting therefrom, is even shadowed in the narrative of 
the Believing Jew. 

Very many hundreds of disciples are mentioned as converted 
in the Gospel, and the private biography of some of them 
might have been related — apart from following the Lord, "or 
as having followed him. The person selected to carry on 
these pages is no farther noticed in the sacred volume than as 
a man bearing apitcher of water, whom the two, sent to prepare 
for the last supper, were commanded to follow into the house 
he should enter. 

It does not appear to the author that arty reader of the 
Believing Jew could, by any possible manner of construction, 
blend improperly this beholder, or misconceive the plan in 
any part so as to produce confusion of ideas, or impressions. 
Zerah cannot be classed as forming a feature of sacred things. 



4 TO THE READER. 

The last scenes and words of our Lord's earthly life may 
be compared with the Gospel, and will be found strictly the 
same. 

Who was the young man who for a moment clung to Jesus 
in the garden of Gethsemane ? He is not particularized. 

With regard to the daughter of Peter, it is recorded in his 
biography that her name was Petronilla. It is also recorded 
that St. Peter's wife fell a martyr to the faith in Christ, and 
that he endeavored to sustain her fortitude in that awful hour. 

The suitableness of the extracts from Josephus — and from 
Blackwall — and the history of the Britons — will be apparent. 

May this effort to aid the Christian causey successfully unite 
with the more distinguished, though not more ardent endea- 
vors of its devoted friends, is the heartfelt prayer of the 
author. 



PREFACE. 



My ground of belief in the divinity of Jesus 
Christ is, the express declarations of Christ him- 
self, and I should feel that I were unworthy of being 
taught by Him even one principle of his sublime moral 
doctrine — much less the Christian's faith and reli- - 
gious observances, if I could for one moment doubt 
the immaculate truths delivered by Him who is 
" very God of very God." If all that he uttered is 
not truth, salvation could not come through him to 
the souls of men. Christians must wholly say, 
"Thy word is truth.'* What are men to gather 
from the following words of reply, when Philip said, 
" Lord, show us the Father, and it suffice th us? 9 '. 
Jesus saith unto him, " Have I been so long time 
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip f 
He that hath seen me hath seen the Father, and how 
sayest thou, show us the Father ?" In another place, 
observe the expressed union of divine and human : 
"For as the Father hath life in himself so hath he 
given to the Son to have life m himself and hath given 
him to execute judgment because he is the Son of man : 
1* 
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marvel not at this, for the hour is coming in which all that 
are in the grave shall hear his voice." As the propiti- 
ation for the sins of man, he suffered death upon the 
cross. " Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth 
in me hath everlasting life" Christ does not say, 
believe only part of my testimony as you may please, 
or apply my doctrines as moral instructions only, for 
those doctrines religiously cannot be applied without 
perfect faith in Him. " / am the bread of life : he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth 
on me shall never* thirst ; I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven, and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh for the life of the world" When his 
disciples said, " To eat his flesh and drink his 
blood, this is a hard saying," he instantly clears 
their mental perception from the error of conceiving 
that they, or succeeding recipients of the holy ap- 
pointed sacrament of the body and blood of Christ, 
actually partook of the real presence when comme- 
morating in his creatures of bread and wine, such as 
he presented when commanding this remembrance 
of his redeeming love : " What and if ye shall see 
me ascend from whence I came ? It is the Spirit that 
quicktneth ; the words which I speak they are spirit and 
they are life." " God is a spirit, and they that wor- 
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth." " / 
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and my Father are one" — therefore Christ never re- 
proved those who fell down and worshipped him, — he 
accepted adoration. " Who is the Lord that I may 
believe V* asked the man restored to sight, Jesus 
replied, " It is he who speaketh with thee" The re- 
stored to sight exclaimed, " Lord, I believe," and he 
adored Christ. No prophet or teacher only sent 
from God ever would, or could have accepted adora- 
tion, or have arrogated to himself divinity ! a tribute 
due to Godhead; thereby encouraging the most 
impious idolatry. The apostles, when delegated by 
their divine Master's power to work miracles in his 
name, rent their clothes because the people would 
have worshipped them. 

"Who is this?" was the inquiry, when Jesus 
said, " Go, thy sins are forgiven thee." He who 
assumed the power, was by the unbelieving Jews, 
consistent with their disbelief, wholly rejected — for 
they called him a blasphemer and a liar for making 
himself equal with God, and he was consequently 
therefore, by them, judged guilty of death; and cer- 
tainly sceptics, who deny the divinity, do virtually 
condemn with the unbelieving Jews — they never can 
reasonably hope to derive salvation from the perpe- 
trator of blasphemy and falsehood ! Jesus, when 
urged in the name of the living God to declare whe- 
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ther he were the expected Chbist of Gov, answered, 
" / am" " Crucify him, crucify him !" was the - 
result. But bow saith Christ ? " Those mine ene- 
mies would not that I should reign over them." 

Happy were those who previous to that all impor- 
tant hour when Christ " was reckoned among trans- 
gressors" — happy, who called out " blessed be he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord !" his own name, 
" peace in heaven aud glory in the highest." Some 
of the Pharisees, from among the multitude, said 
unto him, "Master, rebuke thy disciples," and he 
answered and said unto them, " / tell you, if these 
should hold their peace, the stones would immediately 
cry out" " Art thou greater than our father Abra- 
ham which is dead, and the prophets are dead, 
whom makest thou thyself?" Jesus said unto 
them, " Verily, verity, I say unto you, before Abraham 
was I am" And now behold that Jesus had 
power to render himself invisible, for when at this 
moment the Jews would have stoned him for calling 
himself / am, the title God gave to himself when 
commissioning their lawgiver Moses, Jesus hid him- 
self; thus he also did when the enraged multitude 
had " led him out of the city to the brow of the hill, 
to cast him thence down the precipice, for he passed 
through the midst, and was found at Capernaum." 
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" He that believeth not the Son shall not tee life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." " He that denieth 
me before men, him will I deny before the angels 
of God." CmtisT does not say he will deny 
them before God, for he is God the Son ; therefore 
to those who deny his divinity, which is denying his 
essential attribute as Saviour of the world, he will 
say, " Depart from me, I know ye not." What an- 
swer does Christ make to Peter when he exclaims, 
"Thou art the Christ, the son of the Blessed." 
" Blessed art thou, Simon, for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed this unto thee, but my Father in heaven." " The 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his glory ;" especially on the mount, when in 
the presence of Peter, James, and John, Christ 
was transfigured and glorified, while a voice com- 
manded the apostles to hear the beloved Son. " JW 
man hath ascended up into heaven but he that came 
down from heaven," implying that Christ, while on 
earth, had the power of being in heaven. " Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass 
away" "/ am the way, the truth, and the life." " / 
am the resurrection and the life" " / will send the 
Comforter, proceeding from the Father, the spirit of 
truth, whom the Father shall send in my name, who 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
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your remembrance" " It is he which speaketh in j/ott," 
is the powerful assurance given to those who were to 
transmit to the world of future believers all that the 
mighty Trinity in unity declares necessary to salva- 
tion, and which "no enemy shall gainsay or dis- 
prove" commanding them, " to teach and preachy and 
baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holt Ghost." 

Divinity alone can know men's thoughts; Christ 
frequently replied to them. " Why do ye call me 
Lord, Lord, <$><?., and do not what I say ?" He saw 
Nathanael when too distant for mortal vision to 
reach, beneath the fig-tree, before Philip brought 
him, and immediately said, " Behold an Israelite 
without guile" Christ knew that the widow's mite 
when she cast it into the treasury was " the whole of 
her substance" 

Behold Jesus walking upon the sea 1 which rolled 
heavily, for the wind was high. The affrighted 
disciples imagined that the approaching figure was 
a spirit, till he removed their alarm by calling out, 
" It is I; be not afraid" Peter begs that he may go 
to him upon the stormy wave, and he would have 
sunk but for the sustaining arm of the Lord ; and 
did . not the disciples worship him when he entered 
the ship? Very great was the astonishment of 
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people who afterward found him on the other side 
of the sea, for they knew that no vessel had con- 
veyed him to his disciples, and asked, " Rabbi, how 
earnest thou hither ?" Jesus ia his own divine power 
commissioned his disciples to work miracles in his 
name. No prophet or teacher merely conld thus 
have gifted his followers. But he was Emmanuel, 
God with us — he was "made man for us and for our 
sahation" — and when he laid down his life as our 
Mediator, he left a promise which divinity only 
could fulfil, " Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end." He ascended whence he came, and with the 
Father and the Holt Ghost reigneth one God 
for ever. 

Irrefragable is the testimony of the apostles to the 
divinity of Christ after his ascension and the com- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, — 7th, 8th, and 9th verses of 
the Second General Epistle of John — and " He that 
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in 
himself ; he that believeth not God hath made him 
a liar, because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of his Son." "This is the true God and 
eternal life." Had not the works of Christ col- 
lectively been " suchns none other man did, they would 
not have had sin." He asked them to " believe in him, 
seen for the works 9 sake." He need not ask them to 



12 PREFACE. 

believe that by his power the blind saw — the lame 
walked — the leper was cleansed — the deaf heard — 
the dumb spake— the dead were raised— or that 
winds, and waves, and private thoughts were re- 
buked ! — these undeniable prodigies were evident 
and experienced. Christ asked men to believe in 
him as the Christ of God ! come in the flesh — and 
to yield their entire faith in the true Messiah — and 
yield with full assent of their reason also, for Jesus 
Christ demonstrated his Godhead ; therefore let all 
men exclaim, " My Lord and my God !" 



THE BELIEVING JEW. 



CHAPTER I. 

" Have I not seen him ? have I not heard him t" 
exclaimed Zerah after a moment's pause, as he 
proceeded along one of the' rather retired streets of 
Jerusalem, reflecting upon the astonishing things he 
had recently witnessed in the city, and always with 
a result such as prodigies were likely to produce in 
such a mind. 

As he again exclaimed, — " Yes, I have seen i I 
have heard I and can I doubt?" — the fine eyes of the 
youthful Jew emitted such beaming brightness that 
they seemed, imbued with the light of heaven. 
While his thoughts dwelt fervently upon (he aston- 
ishing being who occupied the deep consideration 
of many at Jerusalem, two persons approached and 
steadfastly beheld him. Zerah knew them to be fol- 
lowers of the Nazarene, yet could not suppose his 
features familiar to»them, or likely to be remembered 
among the thronging crowds surrounding their Mas- 
ter. He was consequently somewhat surprised to 
perceive, that instead of proceeding on their way, 
they turned, and silently followed him. The young 
man bore in his hand a small pitcher of singular 

i 
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beauty, containing water, at that moment com- 
plying with a certain custom peculiar to the Jews at 
that season. He entered a neighboring house ; the 
two men closely followed and entered with him. 
Zerah, directing his steps to the interior, stopped an 
instant to learn their purpose, for they stood in the 
midst about to speak to the owner of the house, who 
was a publican, of great wealth and good Reputation. 
One of the strangers simply said,- " The Master 
saithy Where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the 
passover with my disciples T 9 The host immediately 
withdrew with the inquirers to show it to them. 

In the spirit of ardent desire, without a shadow of 
presumptuous curiosity, Zerah wished to beh6ld the 
approaching solemnity, and thought that, without 
offence, he might be gratified by placing himself in 
a part of the guest chamber where he could remain 
unobserved. More ardently he desired to join the 
disciples of Him who so powerfully touched the 
6oul of this youth, that he would have kneeled to 
kiss the print of his footsteps — or, as many had done, 
the hem of his garment, — and acknowledged his 
divinity — had not reasons of the most imposing^ 
nature at that time restrained him. 

The evening came, and Zerah beheld the en- 
trance of a group interesting lo # human nature be- 
yond all comparison of past or future among man- 
kind. One individual yet stood aloof from the table 
when all the rest were seated, and seemed to shrink 
from joining them. The position in which he stood 
presented a full view of his face, over which a sud- 



XEEAH > THE BELIEVING JEW. 15 

den flush, succeeded by livid paleness, produced 
the strongest effect, combined with a glance of 
indescribable expression cast at Jesus, whose look 
shed all around ineffable benignity mingled with 
protecting kindness — an elder brother's tenderness, 
and friendship's generous confidence* But very 
quickly was the satanic glance withdrawn, as if it 
could not; meet that sight ; and rapidly scanning the 
surrounding countenances, Judas Iscariot took his 
place. ■ 

The repast proceeded, when a voice clear, rich, 
but in tones of deeply-moved feelings, said, " Ferity 
I say unto t/o«, one of you which eateth with me shall 
betray me." The grieved, agitated, and astonished 
men began to inquire "which of them?" Jesus 
replied, " It is one of the twelve that dlppeth with me 
in the dish" At that instant Judas having with a 
convulsed movement reached forth his hand — it met 
the Master's ! 

Fear came upon them all with sorrowful amaze- 
ment. Jesus calmly looked round, and taking 
bread, blessed and brake.it, and gave it to them, 
saying,* " Take, eat : this is my body. Jlnd he took the 
cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 
and they all drank of it. And he said y ' This is my 
blood of the new Ustament f do this in remembrance of 
me. Verily I say unto you, that I shall no more drink 
of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new with you in the kingdom of God." 

Awful silence ensued awhile. Again the voice 
was heard— and then a strain of seraphic sweetness, 
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such as ear had not heard. A hymn swelled into 
fullest majesty of praise. Again it gradually ceased: 
and Jesus and the disciples went out. 

At distance Zerah followed, irresistibly led by the 
impulse of his feelings. One of the twelve had 
abruptly turned back, and came so suddenly upon 
the youth, that to avoid contact was impossible ; it 
was the traitor Iscariot; and so strong wap the 
impulse to strike him to the earth, that Zerah 
panted, and his upraised hand would have done the 
deed : but Judas, burning with impatient malignity 
tb betray his Master, ill-brooked the slightest impe- 
diment, and dashed his hand so furiously against 
the stripling that the rude blow stunned, and caused 
him to fall at the feet of him who stopped not to 
inquire the extent of the injury he had done. . Zerah , 
in a few minutes recovered, and followed to the 
Mount of Olives, whither Jesus had gone with his 
disciples. But not till they had arrived in the garden 
of Gethsemane did he approach near as he desired ; 
and now he again heard the voice of Jesus, who 
meekly bade his followers " sit down while he should 
pray" taking with him Peter, James, and John. 
They went a little distance. Mourning accents 
breathed forth, " My soul it exceeding sorrowful e»en 
unto death," and presently Jesus tell to the ground. 
Zerah involuntarily extended his arms : awe alone 
restrained those arms from supporting the sacred 
sufferer. And now the Saviour kneels. He prays, 
" Father, all things are possible unto thee, nevertheless, 
*ot my will, but thine be done." This pre-eminent 
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lesson oi humility and obedience the recumbent dis- 
ciples heard ; but soon, overcome with weariness, 
they fell asleep. After a little longer continuing 
in prayer, he went to them and mildly rebuked them 
for not watching. ' Again he left them, to pray, com* 
mencing as before — and returning found them sleep- 
ing again as at first, and gently reproved them. 
The third time Jesus, kneeled — "Jlbba, Father, all 
things are possible unto thee" -*-but now a mortal 
agony came over hira : large drops from every pore, 
like bloooV fell in quick succession ; for the moon's 
pale but clear ray afforded light to behold the un* 
paralleled agony— and lo ! a bright Vision bent over 
him. No sounds we,re audible — but the sight over- 
came Zerah, and he swooned. 

He was .roused by many loud voices, and rising 
up, . the tumult increased — he saw the traitor's 
kiss — the enraged Peter " strike off an ear of the 
servant of the high priest" — beheld the healing 
touch that cured the wound — then the mad multi- 
tude bearing the Merciful away to the hall of judg- 
ment. Unable to endure this, and hoping that all 
the disciples would rally round their Lord, Zerah 
rushed impetuously upon the impious assailers. 
How vain his arm, or the aid of earthly legions I 
But he knew not that all was fulfilling for which 
JUsus came ; zeal had well nigh proved his ruin : 
for his raiment was literally stripped off, and he 
snatched a linen cloth and cast it about his 
body. His brain was -affected by mental agita- 
iion, together with the severe blow he had re- 
2* 
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ceived, and he became more and more excited 
with indignation at the treatment Jesus was com* 
pelled to bear. He, to whom angels had ministered* 
now the unresisting captive of pitiless bands ! and 
forcing his way through them, he wildly strove 
to clasp the form of Jesus. But one Lok from those 
controlling eyes— one touch from that Almighty 
hand, caused the ardent youth to release his hold, to 
perceive that he was powerless, to feel an instant 
afterwards, that his sense and personal strength were 
renewed. " He fled, leaving the linen cjotb," while 
the people supposed him possessed — like him of the 
tombs, whose demoniac spirit Jesus had expelled. 
But in Zerah was infused the increased spiiit of 
faith, for though be fled at that moment, it was not 
to desert his Lord, but henceforth to serve his 
cause better than a naked unassisted arm could 
then have done. He gathered up a loose garment, 
and throwing it over him, reached his home, and 
soon appeared in ordinary dress before his parents. 
They observed an unusual abstraction, and finally 
asked the cause. "They will crucify the just," 
he replied. " O, that all my tribe, the valiant Ju- 
dah's lion tribe — that all of Naphtali's— now stood 
embattled here, in the proud numbers of ancient 
Israel's days, and all felt as / feel — all had seen 
what I have seen. — Then ! then ! bright from 
the scabbard every true sword drawn — the Holy 
One — the healer of the sick — ■ the voice that 
stills the raging wave — commands the mighty 
winds — awakes the dead ! — forgiving sin, speaking 
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as man never spake I — should not plead in vain for 
life! w 

"We know whom you mean," answered his father; 
"but he who make* himself equal with God, who 
says be and his Father, the great Jehovah, are one, 
is not he a blasphemer ?" " Do not his deeds imply 
divinity?" eagerly returned Zerah — "Did we not 
look for the Messiah, and wherefore is Jesus, the 
Christ indeed, rejected, when every act ' declares 
his generation V" " Zerah," solemnly demanded his 
father, "art thou a believer in the Nazarene?" 
" Yes," was the unhesitating reply, " for Shilo is 
come, and truly a lawgiver hath not departed from 
Judah till he came. I am a disciple of Jesus. Saw 
I not an angel ministering to him but this evening, 
in the garden of Gethsemane, as his three disciples 
will attest 1 Is not his godhead proclaimed by mul- 
tiplied testimony % Yet will they nail him to the 
cross, when the Sanhedrim condemns 1 — O my 
father 1 my mother! I attempted to release him 
from the* infuriate band, and madness disturbed 
my brain — but had you beheld the eyes that 
beamed upon your distracted son — had you felt 
the indescribable touch of that restoring hand — calm- 
ing the tumult of my brain, renewing my exhausted 
powers— you would kneel as / now kneel, and swear 
eternal devotion, adoration, and praise to Immanuel, 
for such Jesus is." Zerah held up his hands with 
raised eyes, his parents stood as if in sacred presence, 
and solemn was the silence. The avowed disciple 
now looked tenderly at his aged parents, and pressed 
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a band of. each to his. bosom. He left the house, 
proceeding rapidly to the hall of judgment. There 
assembled were the chief priests and the elders, and 
the scribes. He heard the powerful efforts of all -the- 
council to procure criminating witnesses, such as 
might prove Jesus guilty of death, but none could 
they obtain, for " their witnesses did not agree to- 
gether." . 

And now did the youthful bosom beat with hope, 
that the sentence of death would not be pronounced, 
without just cause could be found for condemnation. 
At that moment the persecutors regarded each other 
as in doubt how to proceed— * when there arose several 
who deposed, that they heard the accused say,—" I 
will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and 
within three' days will build another without hands" But 
neither in the manner of this accusation did their wit- 
nesses agree together.. The high priest now stood up . 
in the midst. His stately figure was commanding; 
but his countenance of fierce expression, and while 
he looked with keen malignity at the victim, sharply 
said, " Jlhswerest thou nothing ? what is it that these 
witness against thee ?" ' Zerah listened for the reply, 
but Jesus held his peace. Again the high priest asked 
him, "Art thou the Christ, (Ac son of the Blessed ?" 
With unspeakable awe and gladness, Zerah heard 
the answer, "/ am, and ye shall see the Son of man sit- 
ting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven" • * 

The enraged high priest, scarcely able to hear him 
out to the conclusion, rent bis clothes, and called 
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out, " What need we of any further witnesses, ye hate 
heard the blasphemy : what think ye ?" And they all con* 
demned him guilty of death. With horror Zerah be- 
held the cruelly degrading result of this decree, be- 
gin with spitting upon the lamb-like sufferer. Some 
threw a covering over his face, and beating him, bid 
him " prophesy and say who struck him ? — the very 
menials striking with the palms of their hands. In 
agony Zerah snatched a spear from one of the sol- 
diers, and pierced the hand of a recreant about to 
strike a second time. He was instantly seized, but 
struggling powerfully, released hiiftself, and rushed 
from the wretched scene of guilt and injustice, utterly 
unequal to render the least assistance to Him, for 
whom he thought he could have died. Passing from 
the palace, he heard the deepest sobbing anguish — 
a ihan smote his breast, and so bitter seemed self- 
reproach to influence the action, that compassion 
prompted him to approach the person, whose coun- 
tenance, by reason of the indistinct light, he could 
not recognize. He gently touched his shoulder, and 
asked if he could render any service. No answer 
was returned. In a whisper Zerah said, " Speak 
in perfect security — for if thou art even a friend of 
the accused— fear not." A moment the person paused, 
then again striking his breast, murmured in a scarce- 
ly audible voice, trembling with agitation — " A 
friend! askest thou, youth ? & friend! O thou judge 
of all hearts, thou knowest mine. — It was not my 
heart that denied thee, but my coward fears of death 
prevailed, and my lips denied, O thrice denied my 
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Master, though I swore "if all forsook him yet would 
not J." Tearg fell from the penitent—- and Zerah 
taking Mb hand kindly said, '* He will forgive the 
momentary weakness — He, who to my delighted 
ears pronounced himself divine, in presence of his as- 
sembled accusers — will pardon thy mortal infirmity, 
and thou wilt serve his cause." — Peter wept upon 
the young man's shoalder. 

Urgently was he now solicited to go home with 
Zerah till the trial was resumed in the morning. 
But he, who felt that his kind, merciful, innocent 
Master and Friend was passing' a night subject to 
mocking and cmel insult, whose bapds and feet— 
which never moved but to bless — were about to be 
torn by wounding nails, the horrible torment of 
crucifixion awaiting him when that night should 
end in coming day, — would not be persuaded to 
retire to any sheltering abode, and entreated Zerdh 
to leave him. 

" 1 go," Zerah replied, " for my anxious parents' 
sake, yet now are my thoughts with the Mighty, 
the" Wonderful, the Counsellor. This truly is he of 
whom the prophets spake, * The man of sorrows, 
acquainted with grief— wounded for our transgressions 
— the way, the truth 3 and the life. 9 And here Mes- 
siah wilt be cut off for his people. Were he not taken 
like a lamb to the slaughter he would net be the 
Christ." "Yet," lowly answered Peter, "it was 
our hope that Israel should be restored by the King 
of the Jews with great power, and glory, and splen- 
dour, — Jerusalem to more than its ancient grandeur 
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by his arm of might, who now !" — The apostle's 
head sank upon his bosom — he folded his arms — and 
after turning from Zerah, he stood motionless. ' 

The young man walked homewards. Were it 
not as I believe, thought he — His kingdctoi is not of 
this world, such infinite power as his works have dis- 
played cotild have saved him altogether from, present 
degradation, and ensuing sacrifice. Was not that 
sacrifice voluntary, it need not be. Good men might 
save Him whose works of mercy alone would 
prompt their united -aid through his permission in 
making thetn instruments of releasing their gra- 
cious Benefactor, Rut ail must lie fulfilled which 
the prophets have declared. ". 
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CHAPTER -II. 

Zerah was tenderly attached to a young maiden 
to whom he was very recently betrothed, and who 
so entirely loved and respected his character and 
opinions, that she became exceedingly interested in 
whatever interested him, and now was greatly con- 
cerned in the fate of the Nazarene, whose impend* 
ing danger she had been infprmed of with sympathy 
so heartfelt, that it was communicated powerfully to 
her own bosom, and she too felt much anxiety for the 
venerated Jesus of Nazareth. 

Rachel wad the daughter of that publican into 
whose house the two disciples had followed Zerah. 
Her young cousin was one of the female attendants 
upon Pilate's wife ; she was therefore very fre- 
quently at the governor's palace, and determined to 
go early the next morning in order to be in the way 
of hearing, as she hoped that the accused would be 
released. Accordingly she accompanied her father, 
who proceeded to the hall of judgment. 

And now were again assembled the chief priests and 
elders and people, full of eager desire to fill up the 
measure of their enmity against Jesus, whom they 
brought bound before Pontius Pilate. Zerah, with 
intense observation, listened to the accusations, 
which were but a repetition of the previous night's 
false accusing. While these were going on, sud- 
denly a man forced his way through the crowd ; 
stern determination sat on his brow, his glaring eyes 
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turned toward the seat of the high priests. He 
pauses — it is for those glaring eyes for one moment to 
look with pity upon his holy victim. 

Rushing forward, he throws down a purse at the 
feet of the high priests, exclaiming aloud, " / have 
tinned in that I have betrayed- innocent blood." With 
a taunt of supercilious contempt mingled with ma- 
lignant triumph, the priests together replied, " What 
is that to us? see thou to that." The wretched 
Judas hcariot in a frenzy opened a passage to 
the right and left with his nervous arms, and 



All eyes were now turned to Pilate : once more 
before the assembled, he mildly asked the accused, 
Jirt thou the King of the Jews ? Jesus replied, " Thou 
say est" Then with railing the chief priests and elders 
accused him as before, but Jesus answered nothing. 
Then gaid Pilate, " Hearest thou not how many 
things they witness against theef* Jesus answered 
not, and Pilate, desirous to save him, who he knew for 
envy had been delivered to- him," considered, that as at 
that feast, the Governor was wont to release a prisoner 
whom they would, perhaps the robber Barabbas, then 
under condemnation, might be more readily given 
to execution by them. While apparently reflecting 
a few moments, Zerah perceived two females glide 
in behind the judgment seat, Rachel and her kins- 
woman. Several centurions were on guard around 
the Governor, and one of them, RacheFs companion, 
touched, and in a low voice addressed a few words 
to him. The eyes of Zerah and Rachel met, and 
3 
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told their common interest, as each looked from the 
other t6 the meek Jesus. Audibly the centurion 
delivered the message by the damsel to Pilate, from 
his wife — " Have thou nothing to do with that just man, 
for I have suffered many things in a dream because of 
him." But the chief priests and elders, were stirring 
up the people against him, and when Pilate, more than 
ever disposed to release Jesus, .said to them, "Whom 
will ye that I release unto you, Barabbas, or Jesus 
which is called Christ ? loudly did they ask for Ba- 
rabbas, and to crucify Jesus — saying that he was 
perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute 
unto Casar, he himself being Christ, a king, Pilate 
asked, "Art thou the King of the Jews ?" He answered, 
"Thou say est it," — but answered not to the former ac- 
cusations* Indeed, he had so plainly instructed men 
to render unto Cxsar the things that are Ccesar's, and to 
God the things that are God's, that no reply was ne- 
cessary. Once more Pilate addressed the people, 
asking " Whether of the twain he should release — Ba- 
rabbas or Christ V " Barabbas, Barabbas," was the 
vociferated cry, 

" What shall I then do with Jesus, which is called 
Christ ?" They cried out, "Let him be crucified /* 
And now the Governor solemnly said, " Why, what 
evil hath he done ?" But they cried out the more, " Let 
him be crucified /" 

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail, but rather 
a tumult was made — he spake to his wife's handmaid, 
who presently brought water, and he washed his hands 
before the assembly, saying, as he looked impressively 
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upon them, " / am innocent of the blood of this just 
person, see ye to it." Then answered all the people, 
" His blood be upon us and on our children." The 
noble countenance of Pilate beamed with compassion 
upon Jesus. And will he not, thought Zerah, after 
releasing Barabbas, try to overthrow unjust accusa- 
tion i He yet may do it. But they began to scourge 
Je&us. Rachel and Judith covered their eyes, and 
left the back of the judgment seat, — while Zerah, 
whose flashing eyes, had they possessed the power 
of lightning, had struck those cruel scourgers to the 
dust, went with the soldiers of the guard, conducting 
now their victim to the common hall, where were the 
whole band of soldiers. In derision they put upon him 
a scarlet robe, after stripping him of his own garment, 
and when they had plaited a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head with a reed in his right hand- 
then bowing the knee before him, mocked — saying, 
" Hail, King of the Jews /" and they spit upon him and 
took the reed a)id smote him on the head. After this 
they look the robe off from hisn, and put his own raiment 
on Aim, and led him away to be crucified, compelling 
him at first to bear the cross, but perceiving that he 
bent beneath it, they compelled a Cyrenian, coming 
out of the country, to bear it after him. " Simon," 
ejaculated Zerah, mentally, " favored art thou in- 
deed, in thus being permitted to relieve." He pressed 
nearer to the bearer of the cross, and so keeping close 
to him, was among the nearest to Jesus, — while 
with those who lamented, he joined his tears and 
fiigbs. 
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In the depth of this pity, mingled with the rude 
tumult of those who reviled, it seemed hardly possible 
that any single voice could be heard. But Jesus, 
turning to the lamenting women — every sound a mo- 
ment ceased while he said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children, for the day is coming when they shall say to 
the mountains, fall on us — and to the hills, cover us" 

By the side of Jesus were two malefactors, led 
also to be crucified — agony which to behold a male- 
factor suffer, is roost terrible. Holy Jesus, when 
thou bore the excruciating torture — thy body's weight 
enlarging the wounds of those rending nails — pierc- 
ing thy hands and feet — when thy temples dropped 
gore, where the thorns were so cruelly forced upon 
them — every compassionate beholder writhed in an-* 
guish for thee. Zerah's lips were forming curses 
upon his countrymen — when lo ! the bleeding suf- 
ferer spoke : " Father, forgive them, for they know not 
. what they da" Zerah sank upon his knees and bu- 
ried his face in his hands. Near him stood a female 
form — Mary, the mother of Jesus ; and at her side 
was the loved disciple, John. 

Again the voice from the cross : All looked up— 
when a benignant look met the gaze of that disciple, 
whose adored master said to him, " Behold thy mo- 
ther," and to Mary, " Behold thy son" Each well 
understood the sacred legacy. Their solemn feel- 
ings were soon insulted by the mocking soldiers, and 
the rulers who derided : "He saved others, himself he 
cannot save ; let him save himself if he be the Christ, 
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the chosen of God." Yet was the superscription ttritten 
over him, " This is the king of the Jews." One of 
the malefactors railed at Jesus, — " If thou be the 
Christ, save thyself and us." But the other re- 
buked him, " Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou 
art in the same condemnation, and we indeed justly, 
for we receive the due reward of our deeds, but this 
man hath done nothing amiss ;" and he said unto 
Jesus, "Lord, remember me when thou coraest 
into tby kingdom." And Jesus said unto him, 
" Verily I say unto thee, to-day shah thou be tsith me 
in Paradise." 

And now was profound amazement, for darkness 
gathered ovet the land, and an earthquake caused it to 
tremble violently. The rocks toere rent, the graves 
opened, and many arose from their tcmbs. The veil 
of the temple was rent in the midst. At this awful in- 
stant, Jesus cried with a loud voice, " Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit." He bowed his head 
— he died* 

So heart-moving was *A«f death-cry, th at the cen- 
turion, who stood over against the cross, was not 
proof against its mighty impression, for he involun- 
tarily called out, " Truly this man was the Son of 
God !» 

Zerah felt its tones penetrate his very soul. " It 
is indeed finished," said the youth, "and my new 
existence commenced." He arose with thoughts 
which he could not have uttered, — and remembered 
carefully that Jesus had said, — " on the third day " 



S» 
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he would arise. Till then, those thoughts must re- 
main full of anxiety. 

There was one who, though not a disciple, was so 
deeply engrossed in reflecting upon the late transac- 
tion, in which he was much implicated, that his 
spirit was disturbed — Pilate. The evening brought 
still deeper meditation — and while thus engaged, 
there came to him Joseph of Arimathea, an honor- 
able Counsellor, who craved the body of Jesus. 

Pilate not knowing whether he yet were dead, 
called to him the centurion, who watched him while 
on the cross, and inquired whether he had been any 
time dead. The centurion informed that Jesus was 
dead — and that " a soldier had pierced his side with 
a spear, and forthwith came thereout blood and wa~ 
ter; but seeing he was dead, they brake not his legs, 
although those of the thieves on each side of him 
were broken by them." The next day being the Sab- 
bath, and that a high day r the bodies were not to be 
left on the cross. The whole relation of the cen- 
turion filled Pilate with astonishment. He had 
been greatly awed during the unnatural darkness, 
.and direful effects of the earthquake. Being assured 
now of the death of Jesus, he permitted Joseph to 
take the body. 

Zerah anxiously noticed every movement, and saw 
Nicodemus beating spices to enbalm Jesus, who with 
Joseph, took down his precious body from the cross, 
— then winding it in linen cloths, with the spices, 
as was the manner of the Jews in burial, assisted 
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by the women who had prepared the spices, they 
placed it in the sepulchre hewn out of a rock— in 
that sepulchre wherein no man had yet been laid. They 
then rolled a large stone to the door, and there the 
guard was set, which the vigilant fears of the Jews 
begged of Pilate, for they also remembered the w rdsof 
Jesus, who had said while yet alive, " Jlfter three days 
I will rise again" The stone therefore was sealed. 
Here also did Zerah watch, for the. sepulchre was in 
a garden, and he easily kept out of the way of the 
guiird, resolved not to lose sight of that door through 
which, should Jesus indeed pass, a living being, his 
joy would be full. The Sabbath day passed, and 
night again came on. O let imagination place us 
in that garden. — If vain our faith in Christ, render- 
ed of all men most miserable. It was near the dawn, 
and Zerah's nerves shivered, so very much was be 
agitated by his indescribable expectation. As it began 
to dawn, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, 
to see the sepulchre, but for fear of the guard could not 
approach close to it. Silence most profound was 
disturbed. The earth began to tremble, and behold^ 
there was a great earthquake, and the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and rolled buck the stone from 
the (jbor and sat upon it, his countenance like lightning 
and his raiment white as snow ; and for fear cfhim the 
keepers shook and became as dead men ; and the angel 
said unto the women, " Fear ye not, for I know that 
ye come to seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not 
here, for he is risen, as he said; come, see the place where 
the Lord lay, and go quickly and tell his disciples that 
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he is risen from the dead ; and behold, he goeth before 
you into Galilee, there shall ye see him, Lo ! 1 have 
tdd you." And as they went, Jesus met them, saying, 
" All hail," and they worshipped him. " Go tell my 
brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they 
see me." 

Zerah cast himself down and worshipped also, and 
when he rose, stood gazing on space* as though, 
through the thin air, he might yet behold *A*tf figure 
his rejoiced soul longed to view again. 

While musing with delightful wonder and in- 
creased faith, he heard footsteps, and retired still more 
within the shading trees. Presently two men came 
running, the first as if his feet were winged — John, 
the loved disciple, who stooped down and looked into 
the sepulchre. Peter also following fast, stopped not, 
but went down into the sepulchre and there beheld the 
napkin that tms about the head of Jesus, not lying with 
the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by 
itself They saw, and with wonder went away. 
Soon a great commotion arose in the city, for the 
watch at the tomb plainly told of all the things they 
had seen, and went to depose before the chief priests, 
who assembled the elders, — and Zerah hurried to 
the council chamber. Here he marked the vast, 
the perplexed, the alarmed astonishment spread over 
each countenance. The soldiers were again and 
again strictly examined, and they could not say other 
than what had occurred. After some debate, " they 
agreed to give large-money to the soldiers, and charged 
them to say — his disciples came by night and stole the 
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body of Jesus while they slept, assuring them that they 
would secure them from the governor's displeasure" Ze- 
rah could not refrain, but suddenly presenting him- 
felf, modestly, yet impressively asked, " If the guard 
slept, how could- they depose that the disciples of 
Jesus came for his body ? — and in what way could 
men in haste remove the stone, taking time to re- 
move burial clothes wound with spices round the 
body, and so carefully fold up the napkin apart f 
which had bound the head ? Heavy and protracted 
must the sleep have been, and strange, that not 
one watcher kept awake." He was proceeding, 
when the high priest, enraged, called out, " Away 
with this bold disciple, assuredly, of that de- 
ceiver." He looked steadfastly at the young man : 
— " Ha ! can it be that Zerah, of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, is also a traitor to Cesar 1 .Secure him for 
trial." 

He pointed to a centurion, and while Zerah was 
bound, the bribed soldiers received the reward — their 
reward for guilty falsehood* But though the young 
man was thus reprimanded,it was not the policy of the 
high priest to make more stir than was unavoidable, 
for fear of drawing men's attention too closely to 
the foregoing scenes ; he therefore sent another cen- 
turion before Zerah could be removed to the proper 
place for such delinquents, charging his messenger 
with a few words, to say to the prisoner, " Ze- 
rah, you are free ; but at your peril apeak not the 
things you pretend to have witnessed, and for your 
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better safety, leave the city." Zerah simply replied, 
" Tell the high priest I am not afraid of speaking 
truth, bound or free — he may do his pleasure, 
and I shall do mine as to leaving the city." 
"Young man," mildly said the centurion, "this 
answer will. bring you to" — *- "Death, you^rould 
say ; but I fear it not." The centurion looked at 
him with curious surprise, but having executed his 
orders, departed. 

Anxiously had the fond parents of Zerah watched 
for his return, and it was with comfort that they 
saw him seated at the domestic board, and With 
such rapture in his eyes and glowing cheek, as did 
away all fears for the present. The beloved Rachel 
was there, but till they were alone neither spoke of 
the lately" witnessed spectacle. But now a deep 
shade of pity was portrayed in her expressive coun- 
tenance while she mournfully asked, " Did you wit- 
ness the, whole execution of that cruel sentence? 
My heart bled, and could my voice, my power, have 

averted it from the meek Nazarene" Zerah 

interrupted her, exclaiming, " O my Rachel ! pain- 
ful as it was to behold the completion of that dread- 
ful sentence, yet now joy ! joy !" " Joy I" returned 
the surprised Rachel," can such a word pass your 
lips when this lamented thing is told or thought 
of?" "It can, my beloved, for Jesus Christ 
lwe$! he is risen from the dead, according to his 
declaration, and indeed the true Messiah — I feel 
the inestimable truth — the glorious Redeemer has 
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visited his people." He then related the wonders of 
the resurrection. 

Rachel clasped her hands, and raising her eyes to 
heaven, exclaimed, " God, thou art gracious in 
permitting us to come to this knowledge." 
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CHAPTER III. 

Zerah sought as frequently as be might to asso- 
ciate with the disciples of Jesus. From Peter he cir- 
cumstantially heard of the Lord's appearing among 
them, of the incredulity of Thomas, who because not 
present when the rest were assembled in secret for fear 
of the Jews, yet doubted of his resurrection, which the 
rest affirmed from the testimony of their senses. 
" And this doubting," said Peter to the attentive 
youth, " was certainly permitted for the more com- 
plete demonstration of that most important certainty, 
for our adored Master appeared again, when Thomas 
was present, and showing his hands and feet, and bid- 
ding him to thrust his hand into his side, bid him not to 
be faithless, but believing. Thomas, thus convinced, 
cried out, 6 My Lord and my God.' " 

" Oh that I could once more behold him !" said 
Zerah. "Will you permit a true follower to be 
often with you ]" " Willingly," replied Peter, re- 
joicing always to see one added to those who be- 
lieve. "'But blessed,* said our divine Lord to 
Thomas, after declaring his belief, 'Blessed are 
they which have not seen, yet have believed.' How 
acceptable then the faith of future ages, which from 
the testimony of the chosen disciples shall seek 
eternal life through Jesus Christ. 9 ' 

Zerah meditated a plan he bad proposed to him- 
self, which he thought would promote a more con- 
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Btant fellowship with those chosen disciples, and 
had nearly reached his father's door when he per- 
ceived that a centurion's guard werte stationed near 
it. From what had passed in the council chamber 
he apprehended that the guard were in waiting to 
seize him by order of the high priest, because he 
had not left the city. In time to make his escape 
he hurried away, and for several days did not ap- 
pear any where openly, and remained but few 
hours in any place, trusting that the Sanhedrim 
would conclude that he had now done as recom- 
mended by the centurion's message, and had left 
the city. In one of his distant wanderings he stood 
by the Sea of Tiberias, hoping that in their avoca- 
tion of fishermen he might fall in with some of 
the disciples ; nor was he disappointed. For soon 
after, Peter, and Thomas, and Nalhanael of Cana in 
Galilee, with others, appeared, and were about to 
enter the vessel when Zerah approached. The 
immediate recognition of Peter secured the permis- 
sion he sought, of being allowed to accompany them 
on board; and having informed them of his danger 
from the Sanhedrim, they the more readily con- 
sented. All night they toiled, but without success, 
which much discouraged them ; again in the morn- 
ing, but their nets were empty. Silently they 
looked toward the shore, to which, weary and 
unwilling to try their luck ftny longer, they now 
draw near. 

Behold a figure appears standjjig there. He 
calls to them, " Children, have ye any meat 9" They 
4 
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answered, " No." " Cast the net on the right side of 
the ship, and ye shall find." They cast the net, and 
noiv were not able to draw it up for the multitude of 
fishes; therefore said John to Peter, "It is the 
Lord I" — when Peter, girting his fisherman's coat 
about him, cast himself suddenly into the sea, while 
the voice said, " Bring of the fish which ye have 
now caught" Peter drew the fish to land, with the 
other disciples coming in their little ship. *The net 
was full, yet was not broken with the weight ; yet there 
was no present need of the fish, for <is soon as they were 
come to land they saw a fire of coals, and fish laid 
tfiereon, and bread. Jesus affectionately said, "Come 
and dine." 

From the little ship Zerah saw the disciples take 
bread from the hand of their Lord, and fish, which 
they did eat. After this meal, Jesus asked Peter 
three times if he loved him, and as often most empha- 
tically the deeply repentant Peter said, « Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee ;" and thrice did the voice 
of his Master in kindest manner bid him "feed my 
sheep" The singular tenderness of his tones seemed 
to convey full pardon for the weakness of thrice 
denying him. 

But now the wind freshened, blowing to the land, 
so that Zerah heard no more ; but his desire to see 
the Lord once more had been most satisfactorily 
gratified. He remained in the vessel till evening, 
when going on shore, cautiously though rapidly 
he made his vrfy home. 

He found his father even more than ordinarily 
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fall of warm greeting} but his mother met him with 
tears; and they speedily informed him "that he had 
been demanded as a seditious person, an abettor of 
tbe^followers of the late crucified impostor, the house 
searched, and his father held responsible for him if 
he remained twenty-four hours longer in the city," 
" Well, then, my beloved parents," said Zerah, " I 
will not remain twenty-four hours in the city, for my 
days shall be without, my nights within, at this dear 
home." "But where, how, and with whom will 
your days be passed, my child ?" asked his mother. 
" Fear not, my mother, they shall be passed to my 
eternal benefit, if not to my temporal advantage." 
" But your life, my son, may be in danger ; remem- 
ber, our only child stands before us/' " And did 
not our father Abraham give up his only son Isaac 
at the command of God? 9 ' eagerly asked Zerah, 
"He did, Zerah, 9 ' replied his father, "but we are 
not commanded to do so." "But if," solemnly 
resumed the. youth, " circumttances should clearly 
indicate the necemty of such a sacrifice, amid you 
not yield me, my father, my mother 1" 

At this moment Rachel came in, the beautiful, 
the loved, and Zerah fondly turned to take the 
hand she extended to welcome him ; for she had 
heard from his mother of the centurion's guard hav- 
ing demanded him, and had passed* the time since 
in exceeding anxiety. " Tell me, O Zerah I where 
you have been, and why you were sought for as a 
criminal?" "Thou k&owest, mj^achel, I am not 



such; and this matter is of no consequence. I must 
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keep away from public observation awhile, and no 
more notice will be taken of me by the Sanhedrim. 
You ask where 1 have been : where for the whole 
world I would not have been, absent But* sit 
down, and now I will circumstantially relate all that 
has bound me to tbe cause of Jesus of Nazareth." 
With animated fervor he told of the various mira- 
cles, the unparalleled lessons of moral instruction, 
Christ's express declaration of being the only Sa- 
viour, the resurrection and the life; assum\pg divinity 
by pardoning sin, and proving divinity past all con- 
tradiction ; and finished by what he had last beheld. 
His parents listened in silent astonishment, and 
Zerah continued, stating that " he purposed to be as 
much with the disciples as possible, yet would. use 
every precaution to avoid apprehended danger ; but 
ardently desirous of beholding the result of the late 
wonders, would delay awhile the plan of going to 
Rome, if his friends should judge that personal 
danger made the sacrifice of leaving them wholly 
for a time, requisite." His parents left all proceed- 
ings to his own judgment, as did Rachel, only they 
repeated their entreaties to be cautious, and to let 
them have the consolation of seeing him every 
evening. For several weeks Zerah associated much 
with the chosen disciples of Jesus, and with others 
who had yielded to the testimony of his being indeed 
the long-expected Messiah — the Christ of God ! 
From the chosen he heard, that during many days 
after the Lord's Jfeurrection he repeatedly met and 
taught than of the things pertaining to the kingdom of 
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God, commanding them that they should not depart 
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father : 
telling them that John truly baptized with water, 
but that they should be baptized with the Holt Ghost 
not many days hence, and should receive power after the 
Holt Ghost came upon them, and should be witnesses 
of him to the uttermost parts of the earth, — when, be- 
hold, after he had said these things, the rising form 
ascends ! Still more and more ascending,— clouds 
sublimely bright receive him— those clouds of hea- 
venly texture infold the Majesty divine ! — The dis- 
ciples then saw their Lord no more, but still look- 
ing upward ardently, suddenly two figures appear 
in white apparel — they speak, " Ye men of Gali- 
lee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven 9 this same 
Jesus which is taken up from you, shall come again in 
like manner as you have seen him go into heaven." 
Full of wonder and of joy, such joy as never upon 
earth could again be experienced by mortals, the 
disciples returned, as commanded, to Jerusalem, to 
wait as the Lord bad enjoined tbenu 

This to Zerah** mind was the strongest evidence 
of their faith, and must prove one of the most lead- 
ing features of evidence to those who hereafter 
should believe in Christ from the testimony of his 
disciples ; their return immediately to Jerusalem, im- 
plicitly relying upon his power to control all results. 
He had commanded them to wait for the Holt Ghos t 
in the very centre of danger, among men who had 
caused their Lord to be crucified, fM among whom 
they would not have dared to announce his doc-. 
4* 
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trines on the spot where ignominious death still 
stained with blood, and where avowed enemies 
threatened the destruction of any professing to be 
his disciples, had they not known in whom they 
trusted. Now they feared, not what men could do 
unto them. They had seen the finished, glorious 
truth of the Redeemer ; they felt that his was the 
kingdom of heaven, where they would he- re- 
ceived by Hiro, whose omnipotence no force, nor 
trial, nor torture could henceforth prevail with 
them to deny, and ./or whom to die was gam. 

Several days had passed since the parents of 
Zerah had seen him, and the affectionately anxious 
old father walked forth repeatedly with the hope of 
meeting him. 

Loud was the outcry against the sect of the 
Nazarenes ; their friends trembled. Rachel's father, 
the publican, strove to cqnceaihis uneasiness, and in 
truth his own conversion ; and Rachel, while sooth- 
ing the weeping mother of her betrothed, felt equal 
apprehensions. It was very late when, after many 
deviations from a direct way hoirte, to avoid being 
traced, the object of his father and mother's ab- 
sorbing interest was again embraced by them* He 
detailed the reasons for his protracted but unavoida- 
ble absence, and finally, With glowing delight,, re- 
lated the astonishing ascension of Jesus. " But," 
added he, " more yet remains of vital importance to 
me. To me, do I say, who am but an atom in crea- 
tion's vast exuRse 1 to all mankind." " My son," 
said his fatherT"my beloved son, are you not a 
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young enthusiast 1 are you not under some delu- 
sion V 9 "What dreams suggest," he emphatically 
replied, "or heated imagination while awake pre- 
sents, it is possible might deceive age or youth ; but 
what men saw, heard, experienced while in perfect 
mind, and bodily health, can they deny 1 Can facts 
so witnessed be other than facts? Will those disci- 
ples witnessing unquestionable truths and realities, 
in their progress with Jesus Christ's ministry upon 
earthr— be ever, by any subsequent things, persuaded 
they were dreamers ? What eyes, ears, senses at- 
test, men must believe when themselves give testi- 
mony. Now or hereafter, should other men doubt 
the testimony of me witness, a body of colletcive 
evidence never may be disputed. Sceptics may 
cavil, but they cannot disprove." 

"Your arguments are strong, Zerah." 
" My father," resumed Zerah, " had you been 
among the five thousand who partook of the five 
barley loaves and the few fishes till hunger was ap- 
peased ! — beheld that multitude all refreshed and sa- 
tisfied even to the leaving of many baskets full of food 
by this astonishing miracle— could you doubt 9 — 
I was close to the young man, blind from his birth f 
who being told that Jesus of Nazareth passed fty,— *» 
full of faith called out, 'Have mercy on me. 9 The 
pressing crowd were commanding him to cease im- 
portuning. I feared that his cry could not, for the 
tumult around, reach the ear of the Merciful, and 
to aid the youth in approaching, stained him with 
one arm, dividing the crowd with the other, till near 
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enough for the suppliant to be seen and heard — for 
Jesus asked, ' What tvouldest thouT 'Lord,* that 
I may receive my sight. 9 Could I doubt that divinity 
alone, can do such things ?— Saw I not one of my 
young friends laid upon his bier ? — wept I not with 
his widowed mother tears of sorrow for the loss of so 
dear a companion, and a parent bereaved of her 
only child, her prop and solace ? My head drooped 
mournfully as 1 assisted to carry bis body through 
the gates of Nain. 'A voice said to his mother, 
< Weep not 9 We stood still. I looked, I gasped 
with hope, — for Jesus stood by. Again that voice, 
— * Young man y I say unto thee, arise. 9 Azel lived 
again ! He sat up— he looked round— he spoke— 
and he was delivered to his mother, whose joyful 
arms infolded him— her heart beat against her living 
son's reanimated bosom, while the people glorified 
God, — and God was indeed with them. 99 

Zerah's mother had gradually drawn nearer : she 
now fell upon his neck and wept. in silence. " Mo» 
Cher," he said, " can I be other than Christ's dis- 
ciple, and " 

A centurion, heading a band of soldiers, opened 
the door, and violently seizing the young man, call- 
ed out that his orders were to take him before Pilate. 
Resistance was vain, but Zerah begged permission 
to speak a few words to his father in private, to 
which the centurion reluctantly consented— and 
more, it seemed, from the entreaties of the almost 
distracted mother, than any other motive. While 
she continued to plead, Zerah opened a door, and 
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drew his father within — the centurion holding the 
door so as to prevent its being quite closed. " Fa- 
ther," whispered Zerah, " fear not, I will fly to 
Rome." " But how, my child V eagerly asked the 
old man. 

The centurion called to hasten,— but the mother 
besought for a few moments longer indulgence. 
Meantime, Zerah, without delay, pointed to a trap 
door — then to the window of the apartment ; andr 
carefully sinking within the former, his father, with 
some noise, cast a large wooden stool out of the win- 
dow, whieft movement instantly caused the centu- 
rion to rush in ; and concluding that the intended pri- 
soner had fled that way, sharply rebuked the Jew, 
and with his men went off in pursuit. 

After a sufficient time to reascend in safety, Ze- 
rah came forth from his concealment. He was met 
by the trembling mother, who embraced him as 
though born a second time. 

Releasing this precious child from her arms, she 
looked long and earnestly in his face, and then ex- 
claimed, " Surely the light Of heaven hath shone 
upon thy countenance, my blessed boy — and must 
you leave us 1 Oh ! yes, yes ! or your life will be 
taken—- and He in whom you believe is no longer 
on earth, to touch the bier that carries your dear re* 
mains, and give the cold dead child new life, and 
waVmth— back to his Mother's bosom !* M My mo- 
ther," replied Zerah, " He lives for ever ! Did he 
not say, A He that bdieveth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live V Be where 1 may, in Him is my 
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trust, in life or death — fear not for my safety. For 
your sakes I shall carefully withdraw from the ob- 
servation of such as might take advantage against 
me." 

In his seclusion, Zerah neglected not, secretly, to 
mingle with the disciples of Jesus, whenever pos- 
sible. Among them, a youth of admirable qualities, 
more particularly attracted and interested him : he 
was indeed full of faith, and with great power did won* 
ders and miracles among the people, in the name, of Je- 
sus. He had been chosen deacon, andZerah listened 
to him with love and reverence, but with apprehen- 
sion that the malignity of the Jews, who disputed 
with him, but weft not able to resist the spirit, by 
which he spoke, might seek to destroy this ardent fol- 
lower of the Lord. And so they did — for they suborned 
witnesses, who declared that they had heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and against God. 
" They stirred up the people, and the elders and the 
scribes came upon him and caught him, and brought 
him to the council." Fiercely and bitterly was the 
accusation against him supported. The false wit- 
nesses affirmed, " That he ceased hot to speak blas- 
phemous words against the holy place and the law, 
insisting that Jfesus of Nazareth should destroy it, 
and change the customs of Moses." When the last 
of the accusers had finished, and a pause was made, 
all merCs eyes were fixed upon Stephen, and they beheld 
his face as it had been the face of an angel. And now 
the high priest haughtily and sternly asked — " Are 
these things so V 
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Zerah had mingled with the crowd to know the 
end, and trembled for the fate of the accused, — who 
not himself in the least dismayed, answered the high 
priest, by commencing to relate, how the glory of 
God appeared unto Abraham — from thence briefly, 
but in powerful and glowing language, traced the 
Jewish history down to that point of lime, and then 
proceeded — "Which of my prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted 1 and they have slain them which 
shewed before of the coming of the Just One, of 
whom ye have been now the betrayers and murder- 
ers." The council, gnashing with their teeth, scowl- 
ed upon him ; but Stephen, whose countenance 
beamed the contrast of angel wj>th fiends, looked up 
into heaven, and ardently exclaimed, " Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on 
the right hand o/"God." With Aloud voice they cried 
nut against him— stopped their ears — then rushed 
upon him with one accord, dragging him out of the 
city — there they stoned him ; the witnesses laying 
down their clothes at the feet of a young man, 
whose eyes seemed to exult, while beholding this 
cruel work of death. In the midst of his sufferings, 
Stephen called out, "Lord. Jesus* receive my spirit." 
He had meekly kneeled while the savage blows fell 
, thick and hard upon him. 

Tears ran down the burning cheeks of Zerah, 
as with deep emotion he heard the expiring martyr 
say, " Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." Mighty 
power ! mentally exclaimed Zerah — which can thus, 
even under the agonizing death-blows of wicked ene- 
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mies, influence to forgive, and even pray for them. 
He turned round to look at Saul, at whose feet lay 
the clothes of the witnesses. In that countenance 
of remarkable expression, he beheld a malignity 
which filled him'with horror— still a strange interest 
compelled him, as it were, more and more to examine 
the features of the Jew of Tarsus, till with disgust 
he saw a smile of triumph when the martyrdom was 
completed — and heard him call to his followers, who 
departed with him to renew their barbarous havoc- 
entering into every house of the disciples of Christ, 
and committing them to prison, while Stephen's 
friends bore Aim in mournful silence to his burial. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

86 apprehensive we*e the parents of Zerah, and 
equally fearful his beloved Rachel, that he was in 
much greater danger than be admitted, that they 
anxiously urged him to leave Jerusalem altogether, 
for a while. , Bat to leave them was a trial great* 
er, it: seemed, than to encounter the danger they 
apprehended, which be thought might, as btth* 
ertcv be parried. It was, however, most kindly sug* 
gested by Rachel's father, that the young people, 
had better be at once united, and after speedily de- 
part from Jerusalem together, as best might be ar- 
ranged. This pl&n was immediately concluded upon, 
and Rachel folded to the bosom of Zerah. His do» 
- ting parents rejoiced to behold his conjugal happiness, 
as did Rachel's no less fond father. The marriage 
was not made known publicly, of course— but day 
after day, and yet another and another tiay, found 
them delaying the hour of leaving those, who appa- 
rently could not endure the separation. In the mean 
•time, preparations were going on, and Zerah had oc- 
casion to be longer absent thah recently, in making 
one in particular — for secret departure. 

There was a young Jew of the name of Sanballad, 
whose affections had long been fixed upon Rachel*. 
His jealous spirit discovered the marriage, and having 
set emissaries to work, he discovered also, that both 
Zerah and Rachel were disciples of Jesus, and fi- 
5 
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nally, that they were about to quit Jerusalem. San- 
ballad went to Saul, but in the refinement of his 
revenge, he resolved not to implicate Zerab, so as to 
cause him to svffer as a victim for his apostacy-— but 
to bereaye \dm of his wife* and force him to quit for 
ever the parents he loved, which he knew he must 
do for fear of the Sanhedrim*— acting toward him 
as before described ; indeed, they supposed that he 
had left the city, after escaping from the centurion, so 
well had he concealed himself from their knowledge* 
Saul gladly complied with SanballadV request, to 
drag Rachel before the council, whjcb was certain 
condemnation. They watched their opportunity, 
and while Zerah was absent, took with then) a tu- 
multuous band and beset his house. Bewildered 
and affrighted, the old people asked what they want- 
ed ] Speedily were they informed — for the doors 
were forced open, and Rachel was seized by one of 
the men. She saw Sanhallad's demoniac gaze — she 
read in it, his knowledge of her circumstances — 
and felt, that she was in his power, utterly unable to 
extricate herself from his malice ; but, happily, she 
knew that Zerah was not in the house, and fondly 
hoped he might not return* till all her fate was seal- 
ed. The enraged lover urged Saul instantly to 
drag her away, but the distressed old people lifted 
up their hands, and for a moment checked the inten- 
tion. In vain they pleaded — again she was seized— 
and now much agitated, had nearly fainted, but ma- 
king a mighty effort, extended her hand, — "Spare 
j#e but once more to embrace these kind" — 
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"Away with her/' cried Saul. Rachel again 
spoke : " I fear not- to meet the doom you will but 
too faithfully compel me to suffer— do not suppose 
that any terror will force me to give up my trust in 
the Lord Jjbsus I" "She dares „to confess the 
crime,? cried Sanballad, " away with her !" As he 
spoke, Zerah rushed in, pale and nearly frantic, but 
suddenly stopped, as he met. the tender look toward 
Jiim of his beloved wife.—" Fear not) my* husband, 
I shall soon be where you will join me— -even in the 
glorious presence, in that everlasting kingdom where 
the Son of Goj* will receive us, and " — — She fell a 
corpse at Zerah's feet : a large stone, that moment 
cast at her, smote her right templet and the mur- 
dered Rachel was no more ! 

Hastily Sanbaliad whispered to Saul, " Let the 
husband alone, for though he has been, suspected, 
I do not believe that be is a disciple of the crucified 
impostor." 

The ruffians vanished, and left an awful stillness, 
like the calm after a tornado has spent its force. 
But though dread silence prevailed in that late 
abode of domestic love, the tumult was heard at Ra- 
chel's fa ther's^who was dragged out and stoned to 
death. 

Who «outd describe the wretchedness of Zerah 1 
With clasped hands, awile he stood gazing on the 
lifeless form of his wife — and ah 2 such is the infir- 
mity of human nature, before the influence of C&rtt- 
iiom practice entirely controls' passion — although be 
had so lately heard the forgiving voice of the martyr 
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Stephen, the first example in conformity with his di- 
vine Master's example ; yet it failed to restrain Ze- 
rab's first revengeful impulse — for he passionately 
exclaimed, while infolding Rachel in. his arms— » 
"Saul shall perish by my hand — Sanballad shall 
perish by my hand !" • Then gently laying the body 
down, in a sepulchral voice. said— r" Tq your care I 
commit these cold remains of youth— and love — and 
most beautiful goodness— of faith not ashamed. O 
my Rachel 9 how am I bereaved ! yet eternal bless* 
edness is yours, while /, who ted you step by step tQ 
Jesus, am, I fee], not vholhf his. Does not revenge 
prompt me to take the lives of thy murderers ? Yes, 
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, Ufefor Ufe" He paused, 
looked upon his father — upop his mother— and he 
fell upon her bosom, while the distressed old mail 
threw his arms around them Jooth. Tears in some 
degree relieved their suffering ; each endeavored to 
speak comfort, and the miserable scene closed to 
Zerah, who, after a reiterated promise not tQ declare 
his new faith, and to absent himself till he could, 
with discretion, see them again, tore himself away, 
to wander far and lonely— meditating the destruc* 
tion of the two men who had plunged him into such 
deplorable misery. 

For some time the unhappy young man was in a 
state of depression not to be remedied by any mental 
exertion ; and the seclusion, so indispensable in his 
Immediate situation, left him in lonely combat with 
himself. He was weary, alone, and resting against 
ft tree, wholly absorbed in thought— but, presently 
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fetmrting, he muttered, scarce audibly, — " murdered I 
revenge ! n — Zerah saw not the gentle drawing neat 
of one who meekly said — "Forgive, $tventy times 
seven.'? These words, and a light touch, caused him 
to look up, when he beheld km who leaned on the 
bosom of the Lord Jesus, that memorable night in 
which he was betrayed. Toe mild eyes of John for 
a moment dwelt upon the haggard countenance of 
th3 sufferer : they looked commiseration. " Zerah," 
said the youthful saint, " I feel for the intensity of 
your anguisfh ; severe is your trial, but while in mor* 
tal nature, man is proved. But cast your care on 
Him> who careth for you. Did He not say, 'Him thai 
cometh to me, / will in no uise cast outV * He thai 
believeth on me hath everlasting life? 9 O £erah, lay 
this up in your heart— 'In my Father** bouse are many 
mansions? and there will you meet her whom you 
deplore. Does Rachel note need that you should re- 
venge her 1 Saul and Sanballad were but the in- 
struments of removing her to glories unspeakable— 
while they were exercising their malignant passions. 
Would you replace Rachel at your side to encounter 
SanballacPs malice and cruelty— or Saul's false-per- 
secuting zeal ?" "* Replace her by me V exclaimed 
Zerah, in a paroxysm of anguish—" O, could I but 
infold her, only one: moment again in these arms !" 
. John, with much tenderness, took his extended 
hand, and pointing it to heaven, emphatically said, 
" Did / not see our Lord ascend ? Have patience, 
Zerah, and you will both be received by him, among 
the just made perfect, and for ever blest. — Hath he 
5* 
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not fulfilled his promise of sending the Holy 'Spirit) 
That mysterious power came upon us : — the sound 
announcing the a wfuL dispensation was like « mighty 
rushing wind, filing the place where we were sitting ; 
tongues of fire sat upon our chosen heads ; then, to 
the vast astonishment of the assembled, they heard 
us speak in every language I T? hey asked, not knowing 
what to say, Jlre-not these Galileans intoxicated?— 
when Peter, in commanding attitude, addressed them, 
affirming, that these were not drunken, but had re- 
ceived the promts of the Lord, whose ' soul was not 
left in hell, neither did his body see corruption, 9 as he 
had witnessed. Three thousand souls, from that day's 
wonders and preaching, were turned to Christ, be- 
came partakers in our faith, and resolved to join in 
every good work that his sublime doctrine enjoins. 
Sure we are, that the Holy Spirit will cleanse the 
heart which truly seeks salvation through the cruel* 
lied, the risen Saviour of mankind, and' give it a peace 
which passeth all understanding" " Ob ! may that di- 
vine Saviour influence and enlighten my now dark- 
ened and gloomy soul," replied Zerah. " I tremble 
for fear that my strength will fail to resist the tempt- 
ation to revenge, should opportunity offer. I dread 
that my works m&y dishonor my faith in Him, 
whose omniscience knows. that I love, that I Adore, 
Ah! if I do dishonor that faith, I shallperish finally." 
" Your cause is in his hand, Zerah,— Ju>iM repay, saith 
*tlic Lord. Leave every selfish consideration, but 
one— the inestimable consideration — that salvation 
is now yours, unless rejected, unless you refuse the 
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means* Trust wholly in the Loud— consider his 
wonderful works already done, and daily giving evi- 
dence of his abiding love and power upon earth- 
think of Jesus Christ, and of those mighty deeds — 
devote your time to trace the progress, the spread- 
ing of Aw gospel, by those to whom he hath com- 
mitted the all-important trust. Look around— em- 
ploy every faculty in assisting to promote its spread, 
and your <mn immediate concerns, will be merged in 
the vast sublimity of Christ's." He was proceed* 
ing, when the approach of tumult was heard, and 
before they had time to retreat farther than a few 
steps, certain men fled past them, as for their lives. 
Closely in pursuit was Saul, with his followers, and 
among them, San ball ad. ' 

Zerah saw his enemy,- and madly rushed after 
him— but he overtook him not— indeed, such was 
the slaughtering, the threatening manifestation of 
determined violence, that his inevitable death must 
have been the result of encountering Saul and San- 
ballad, had he presented himself then with a view 
to slay either, or to release the hapless Christians 
from destruction. He stopped suddenly— not through 
fear, but shame of yielding to revengeful impulse — 
and stole to his place of concealment in the suburbs 
of the city. While here, he heard what was matter 
of spiritual comfort. It was told him that Philip 
had preached.so successfully in Samaria* that there 
was great joy in that city :. even Simon, the sorcerer, 
believed and was baptized, and Peter and John 
were to go and lay hands upon the baptized, that 
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they might receive the Holy Ghost ! Soon after, 
the surprising conversion of thai Ethiopian of high 
authority, the treasurer of Queen Candace, who 
had recently been at Jerusalem in great splendor, 
' whither he had come to worship. On his return, 
"while sitting in his chariot reading Esaias the 
Prophet, he was joined by Philip," who asked him 
" if he understood what he was reading/ 99 The humble 
Ethiopian answered, and desired Philip that he would, 
come, and sit with' him. - " The place of the Scripture 
which he read, was this : He was led as a sheep to 
the slaughter, and like a lamb dumb before his shear- 
er, so opened he not his mouth. Philip taught him, 
beginning at the same scripture, and preached unto him 
Jesus !" The listening man at once believed, and 
seeing water, begged to be baptized. Philip said, 
" If thou believest with all thy heart, thou mayest 
be baptized/ 9 " I believe that Jfesus Christ is the 
Son of God," was the solemn answer — " he com* 
manded the chariot to stand, still, and Philip and 
the Ethiopian both descended. But what was the 
amazement of the latter, when, after receiving 
baptism from Philip, he saw him not -again! for 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip. But 
though astonished, the miracle confirmed his faith 
more strongly, and he went on his way rejoicing. This 
remarkable and incontrovertible fact excited irrita- 
tion to a still more violent degree among the Jews, 
and persecution was terrible. " Saul made applica- 
tion to the Sanhedrim for letters to Damascus, to 
the synagogues ; that if he found any disciples of the 
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Lord there, or on the way, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem." He was, from his great learn- 
ing find zeal, a champion more formidable against 
the doctrine of the cross than any other — again, 
from motives doubly-edged, Zerah felt a keen desire 
to put an end to his, career. The ppportunity he 
thoHght favorable. Could he arrange to join those 
who accompanied him* The band was numerous, 
and with slighf management and disguise, conceal- 
ing his features as he best could, he passed unno- 
ticed, but a» one who begged to journey with those 
who were going to Damascus. Saul and his com- 
pany now. departed from Jerusalem, implacable, 
powerful, aftd with unlimited command touching 
the fate of Christians wherever found. They pro-r 
ceeded, and Zerah was secure in progress to Damas- 
cus, and more especially as regarded the observation, 
of his enemy, whose entire meditation was engaged 
in planning future operations against the disciples of 
the blasphemer who had dared to make himaelf equal 
with Gob \ who in saying, " / and my Father are 
on*," deserved the death of the cross. Zeal for the 
law tha» urging, he felt that, in exterminating the 
disciples .of Jesus, he was justified by the law. 

As the company approached the city of Damas- 
cus, there suddenly appeared a light shining with 
such dazzling .brightness, and as it were infolding 
Saul, that every man stood still — while "Saul fell 
to the ground" prostrate and overpowered. And 
lo ! a voice, Saul, Saul, why peneeiOest thou me ? 
The awe-struck man replied, "Who art thou 9 
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Lord?" "I am Jesus, whom thou persecutes^ 9 
With trembling Saul answered, " Lord, what Wilt 
thou have me to do V 9 " Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must da." 

From the earth Saul arose, but his sight was 
gone. And now, such was the mighty effect of 
this, vision upon the spirit of Zerah, that he who a 
few minutes previous Was the .deadly foe of the man 
before him, felt that the power and wish had van- 
ished of doing this touched of the Lord even the 
smallest injury, whether he was about to be more 
conspicuously punished from on high, or whether 
to be turned to repentance by loss of sight* — and 
by this miraculous visitation prevented from farther 
destruction of Christians. Powerfully affected, he 
applied to himself the sacred intimation to restrain 
revenge, " Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord," and 
humbly bowed before his all-wise and just God. 

Arriving at Dama^us, the clear manifestation of 
the Lord appeared toward Saul. During three 
days he remained without sight, neither did eat or 
drink. Kindly his friends would have consoled, 
but he refused comfort, mourning his sins, and 
repenting of his cruelties — he bewailed, he prayed ! 
After the third day, while he yet prayed, there entered 
a man whose name was Ananias, to whom the 
heavenly commission was given to go to Saul, 
and put his hands upon hwn. Solemnly this 
was done, while Ananias said, " Brother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus, that appeared to thee on the way as 
thou earnest, has sent me that thou mightest re- 
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ceive thy sight : be baptized, arid filled with the 
Holt Guost." Immediately there fell from hie 
eyes as it had been scales, and forthwith he received 
sight, and arose, and was. baptized by the name of 
Paid; and when he had taken some food he was 
strengthened. Ananias told him, that when "in a 
vision he had been commanded, he ventured to remon- 
strate, because Saul was the man who did such evil 
deeds to the, saints at Jerusalem. '.But that the Lord 
bid him go— for that Saul was a chosen vessel to bear 
his name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the child- 
ren of Israel, and he Would show him what great things 
he must suffer for Ms sake. 19 

This so perfectly corresponded with the vision 
Paul had of Ananias coming' and putting his hands 
upon him, that he might receive sight, that the mo- 
ment he* felt the hands of the commissioned, his spirit 
experienced that it was indeed filled with the Holt 
Ghost ! and thus confirmed, boldly thenceforth did 
Paul preach Jesus in the synagogues, to the amaze- 
ment of the people, who asked if he was not the 
person who had come to destroy those who called on 
this name 1 But Paul increased more and more, 
confounding the Jews, and proving that this is very 
Christ. In perfect accord, Zerah listened to the 
mighty truth. It happened upon some occasion, 
that Paul, hearing his voice, attentively surveyed 
him, and said with solemnity, " I once before heard 
that voice, though its present tones express very 
different words." Zerah bowed his head, assenting, 
but discovered great emotion. Paul compassion- 
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ately, while clasping his hands, exclaimed, " O God! 
thou knowest that my furious, my mistaken zeal 
caused then- the bitterest pangs to wedded love ; 1 
filled those hearts with anguish, who but for me, 
had both now been the followers of the Lord Jesos ; 
for she, the lovely one, whp dropped as a bird from 
the sharp arrow of the fowler, had sutely turned her 
husband' 3 heart to the faith which saveth, the faith 
in Him who hath mercifully vouchsafed to call m«^ 
• the chief of sinner*, 9 to his fold." 

" Since," replied Zerali, " approaching and speak* 
ing in a low tone of humility, "Ahau art no longer 
the enemy of Christ, but proceeding, as so intra* 
culously directed by his command, let me to you 
declare, that I waited not for that departed and 
dearly loved one to draw my heart to Jesus; for 
long before, though in secret for fear of my country- 
men, I was his true disciple, .and had impressed 
Rachel with the same faith— ah, I need not say 
how successfully — her dying words called forth 
those from my trembling lips, the sound of which 
were again revived by hearing my voice.*' 

" Do you forgive me, Zerahl" asked Paul with 
meek contrition. 

"The Lord hath evidently pardoned thy more 
heinous offences against himself" saidZerah, "shall 
iiot I humbly strive to follow his example in 
this matter as in all things ? But I tell you, Paul, 
that I accompanied those thy companions to Da- 
mascus, resolved to watch a favorable opportunity 
to take your life for Rachel's life. Yes, although 
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the precept and example of our Lord so expressly 
forbid, and the martyr Stephen's dying pardon of his 
murderers gave evidence that man can follow the 
example from the blood-stained cross! and which 
should have taught me — yet I confess with deep 
penitence, that so fatal had been the blow struck 
upon my earthly happiness— so imperfectly re- 
newed was my weak nature, that I then should have 
become thy destroyer, and the destroyer of Sanbal- 
lad, when in my power, thus avenging myself; 
while at the same time I conceived that I also did 
essential service to the cause of Christ, by remov- 
ing you* its most formidable opponent ; forgetful that 
in so doing I should injure that sacred cause, by 
demonstrating how insufficient the strength of its 
doctrines and faith to prevent crime^ when passion of 
the highest degree influenced its votary. I reverted 
to the law, " eye for eye, tooth for tooth, life for 
life,," instead of humbly leaving infliction of punish- 
ment, in such a case as mine, to the hand and ap- 
pointed time of Almighty power and wisdom. Public 
law would n^t, and murderous revenge might not, 
wreak its vengeance in punishing the injury done to 
me. But I am taught of God ; henceforth my 
spirit beareth record of the wonderful conversion of 
Paul t and my preservation from sin in connection 
with it." Tears fell upon the hand of Paul as 
it grasped the hand of Zerah. " Henceforth I also, 
thou young man, shall in spirit and truth obey 
the Lord Jesus, with zeal that shall outstrip all 
other ; but not the zeal of persecution" * Oo 9 and 
6 
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sin no moref was the incomparable teaching of 
Christ. Who could behold, hear, and yet disobey 
that transcendent excellence ? and believing the re* 
cord of his apostles, ages after ages shall be turned 
to the living Christ, acknowledge his divinity, and 
be received, through faith in. his merits, into that 
kingdom which is blissful eternity !" As Zerah 
uttered these words, the apostle's eyes rested upon 
him with affectionate approbation. Surrounding 
men, of every degree, pressed to hear what the hew 
Christian proselyte should teach, though most of 
them were seeking to entrap him, in order to work 
his destruction ; and Zerah made room, with the 
hope that some of these might listen for their souls' 
benefit. He often retired to the banks of the Bar- 
rady to enjoy the sweets of nature. Damascus was 
called " the eye of the whole East ;" a long time it 
was the capital of Syria, and residence of the Syrian 
kings. Some of the ancients inform us that Abraham 
reigned in Damascus immediately after its founder, 
Demschat, and from this place pursued the five 
confederate kings. It is related that Mahomet, be- 
holding Damascus from a small structure on a pre. 
cipice, thought it such a paradise, that he would 
not tempt his frailty with its ravishing delights by 
entering it, but instantly departed, saying, " There 
was but one paradise designed for man, and for his 
part he was resolved not to take his in this world." 
The city is watered by the river Barrady, which is 
only twenty yards over, but comes pouring down 
from the mountain Antilibanus, enriching it with all 
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its plenty and pleasure. The city, extending about 
two miles, affords a delightful view, and the gar- 
dens around extend thirty miles. The rivers Phar- 
par and Mana, those, rivers set up beyond all com- 
parison by Naaman above the Jordan's purifying 
stream, when told to wash therein and be cleansed 
from his leprosy, are branches of the Barrady, which 
do not reach the se?u In every direction the beau- 
tiful scenery charmed the traveller. 

The evil designs against Paul increased daily : his 
enemies interested Aretas, the governor of the city, 
obtaining a guard for the city gates. So alarming 
became their animosity that he was obliged to conceal 
himself; while his foes were searching in every place 
for him, his friends, as anxiously endeavouring to 
enable him to quit Damascus, were a long while 
planning various modes of escape, but none seemed 
likely to evade the unsleeping vigilance of the en- 
raged Jews. Finally, however, two of his friends 
managed to convey a very large basket into the house 
where he was concealed, and by the assistance of 
persons therein, Paul was safely lei down, and soon 
distant from the city. How: totally altered ! Slow 
were the disciples of Jesus in believing him other 
than their inveterate foe, when he returned to Jeru* 
salem and would have joined them. They feared to 
trust, till especially informed by Barnabas that Saul 
had seen the Lord on his way to Damascus, who had 
spoken to him, and then told of his subsequent preach- 
ing there in the name of Jesus ! Gladly the disciples, 
after this surprising information, received him from 



•4 rtBRAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

Barnabas, and Paul fearlessly preached, disputing 
with the Greek?, who, foiled at every point, and 
stung to the quick, endeavored to kill him; and by 
reason of his so freely and constantly coming in and 
going out of Jerusalem, he gave dangerous opportu- 
nity. His friends and fellow-servants in the Lord 
saw his peril: — again he was assisted to remove, and 
they sent him to his own city, Tarsus. 

Zerah ventured also to return to Jerusalem,t hough 
not openly, well knowing how much his parents 
would rejoice to see him. Again they urged his 
faithful observance of a promise which alone could 
calm their natural anxiety, since their knowledge of 
his faith in Christ. Too well he loved them to 
shorten their days by torturing apprehensions on his 
account, so that although he united very frequently 
with Christians, it was with extreme caution. But 
there was one powerful point of union with the 
Jews, which equally led Aim to join them, and ap- 
prove with them. Indignation and resistance were 
excited by a very offending cause. The Romans 
insisted that the effigies of their gods should be 
placed in the synagogues, and that tbe Jews should 
build temples in honor of Caesar. Upon these things 
the Emperor Caius Caesar insisted every where, and 
was every where opposed by the Jews as far as they 
dared. Unceasingly they strove to throu down the 
effigies of Caesar, and resisted swearing by his name. 
The young men of the city were the most strenu- 
ously and successfully engaged in these deeds, so 
insulting to the Romans, and more especially to tbe 
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emperor, that certain death awaited any convicted 
offenders. 

* On one very notorious occasion, a party of these 
determined young men fell into the hands of the 
watchers. Zerah had been one of the most active in 
throwing down the effigies, or disfiguring them, and 
was also seized ; but he broke from the guard, and 
being as fleet as the fleet Hasael, escaped, although 
it was with great difficulty at that moment ; and 
such measures were taken to secure every culprit, 
that he did not dare to leave his place of conceal- 
ment till the second night afterward, and then by 
stealth reached home. His parents had retired to 
rest, supposing him, as often absent, safe unless 
remaining more than three nights a>vay from them. 
He did not go to his bed, but entering his father's 
room, softly touched him, and then related what 
had occurred. The old man arose, as did his 
mother, and after a long conversation it was re- 
solved that he should immediately depart to Alex- 
andria, to visit their relation Philo, with whom he 
would be perfectly free from danger ; and though 
the fond mother wept, yet was she comforted in the 
certainty of her son's safety with the noble Philo. 
A slight noise suddenly alarmed her— they lis- 
tened — but heard no more, yet were prompt, to 
hasten the youth away, apprehensive of present evil. 
Hastily they furnished him with* what was indispen- 
sably necessary, and concluded by giving him a 
ring, taken from his mother's finger, which would 
identify him when shown to Philo, as her son, with* 
6* 
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6ut question.. He fondly and repeatedly embraced 
his parents, and clasping an armlet upon his wrist, 
that had been his beloved Rachel's, again heard the 
blessing repeated over his bent head, and once 
more was folded to those affectionate bosoms, be- 
fore he could. leave their apartment. 
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CHAPTER V. 



It was believed, from the known character of 
Philo, that a kinsman like Zerah would meet with 
the warmest reception. It was even so. Philo 
perceived his strength of mind, virtue, and uncom* 
mon talents, which gave signs of more than or- 
dinary promise. He found the youth worthy of 
being made a cherished companion, and paid mi- 
nute attention to all he related of Jewish affairs 
at Jerusalem, tracing a full confirmation of their 
determined opposition to what at that time as deeply 
agitated those of their nation at Alexandria, namely, 
refusing to honor the effigies of Caius Caesar in the 
manner he required, for in every instance they were 
cast down or mutilated by the Jews ; and much 
confusion ensued from the persisted imposition of 
the Romans, and the compliances of the Ghreeks, who 
permitted the impious erecting of these statues. 
And now things had gone to the extremity either 
of open and warlike rebellion, or of absolute sub- 
mission on the part of the Jews : so that a solemn 
convocation of the most influential men determined, 
after a long debate, 4o send an embassy to Cetsar 
upon this important matter ; and Philo was ap- 
pointed chief of the embassy. They accordingly 
departed for Rome, and Zerah accompanied Philo. 
At the same time three Greeks of eminence were 
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in like manner despatched, the most distinguished, 
as chief on the part of the Greeks. 

Unfortunately, these were first received to an au- 
dience, and Caius listened to the severe animadver- 
sions on the point in question against the proceedings 
of the Jew, which made a deep impression, and 
assisted the virulent spirit already operating in every 
part of his dominions, most cruelly against his Jewish 
subjects : and he would not even hear the de- 
fence of Philo, so great was his rage at his statues 
being refused honors, such as he appointed. In 
haughty scorn, the emperor bid him begone, and 
in terms too plainly denoting, that it was his deter- 
mination to make his Jewish subjects feel the full 
force of his resentment, Philo, with manly dignity, 
withdrew from the royal presence — and the bright 
eyes of Zerah flashed indignantly upon it, for al- 
though he was in the strictest sense a Christian, his 
national feelings were warmly stirring at his heart, 
and spurned the base, the paltry vanity of a wicked 
tyrant, who permitted the meanest quality of bis 
mind to be employed as an engine to work out the 
monstrous designs of the worst. When Philo went 
forth, he told his companions " to be of good cour- 
age — since although the language and deportment 
of Caius showed anger toward them— he had, in 
reality, set God against himself." With grief he 
«aw and heard, how in every point his countrymen 
were generally suffering and likely to suffer. At this 
lime King Agrippa was in great favor with Caius 
Caligula, at Rome. The emperor valued him for 
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his devotion to his cause, when under Tiberius, and 
for his many companionable qualities. Philo had a 
longand unreserved conversation with King Agrippa, 
relative to public affairs. Young Zerah was intro- 
duced with every advantageous recommendation to 
Agrippa's protection, and Philo left him at Rome, 
to do whatever his patriotism, good sense, humanity, 
and discretion might enable him to perform, while 
he returned to Alexandria. 

The immediate act of the Emperor Caius, after 
the recent insubordination of the Jews, was to ap- 
point Petronius President of Syria, and successor in 
the government of Vitellius, ordering him to invade 
Judea, and if the Jews would erect his statue in the 
temple of Go©, to see that it was' done : if not, to 
conquer them with an overwhelming army. Petro- 
nius took the government of Syria, and proceeded 
to obey the orders of Caesar — who approved, and 
commended his activity at Ptolemais, where, with 
the Roman army, he was about to put in force the 
emperor^ commands. He was met by very many 
thousands of Jews— but all imarme<t, who petitioned 
that they might not be compelled to do what their 
religion utterly forbid. They implored, with the lan- 
guage of men who truly" felt their inability to 
contend with the Roman legions, yet were re- 
solved, whatever might be the result, not to defile 
the temple of the living God 1 " Petronius convinced 
them that his orders were irreversible, that he must 
of necessity conform to them — besought them to 
consider, to think of their own weakness, and the 
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Roman strength — and the emperor's peremptory or- 
ders. The Jews humbly denied any wish to make 
war against Caesar — but that tbey w<*uld relinquish 
life sooner than break the law, and transgress so 
tremendously." They threw themselves prostrate 
in the dust, and stretching out their throats, bid the 
soldiers slay them. Petronius and his whole army 
beheld this affecting proof of devotion to God, in 
silent amazement and pity. - 

For forty days this continued. All attention to 
agricultural duties was entirely omitted, though at 
a season when highly important to attend to them 
assiduously. Serious and incalculably injurious this 
would inevitably prove in all respects, and Aristo- 
bulous, brother of King Agrippa, collected a body 
of principal men, and went to Petronius, who re- 
ceived them with grave yet commiserating solemnity. 
They, with eloquent feeling and energy, besought 
him to behold the despair of the Jews, and withhold 
his army still, from obeying the commands of Caesar, 
and to write to him — stating the plain truth, " that 
they would rather die than yield in this matter ; that 
the lands remaining unattended, his tributes could 
not be paid from inability ; that robberies would en- 
eue, and all imaginable bad results ; hoping that he 
might perceive the disadvantage to himself, and 
pity his Jewish subjects. But, if continuing inflex- 
ible in his barbarous purpose, he might then set 
about destroying the nation himself." 

Petronius consulted his manly heart, and confessed 
the shame of being the slave of Caius — to slay so many 
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thousands, only because of persisting in their relu 
gums duties, though in every other instance obedient 
subjects. He called the chief of the Jews to Ti- 
berias— said, " be would assist their honest inten- 
tions, as far as he was able — and hoped God would 
be their mutual assistant — for His authority was be- 
yond all the art and contrivance of man. But if 
Caius should turn all the violence of his rage upon 
him — he would be willing to undergo all the dangers 
of affliction that might come, either to his soul or 
body, rather than see so many of them perish while 
acting in so praiseworthy a manner." Petronius then 
dismissed them to their husbandry— bidding them 
speak kindly to the people, and have good hope of 
their affairs — and he wrote to the emperor. Zerah 
heard this affecting report from King Agrippa, to 
whom Aristpbulous wrote, when the despatches from 
Petronius, were sent. 

fe And now Agrippa resolved, in liis own way, to 
assist the work of Petronius : accordingly, he pre- 
pared a very sumptuous entertainment, surpassing all 
former entertainments in profuse expense and plea- 
sure. The emperor accepted the invitation, and the 
revel proceeded. After Caius had partaken of wine 
and was more than ordinarily merry, he said, when 
Agrippa drank to him,— -" I knew before now, how 
great a respect thou hast had for me, and how great 
kindness thou hast shown me, though with such 
hazard to thyself, under Tiberius, on my account; 
nor hast thou omitted any thing, even beyond thy 
ability, to show thy good will ; whence it would be 
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a base thing for me to be conquered by thy affection. 
Every thing that .can contribute to thy happiness 
shall be at thy service, and that cheerfully, so far as 
my ability will reach," — expecting Agrippa would 
ask some large country, or the revenues of certain 
estates. Zerah, at this moment, suffered his hith- 
erto rather furtive glance at the emperor's counte* 
nance, to rest upon it with watchful anxiety, to dis- 
cover the first impression of the reply he knew that 
King Agrippa would make. " It was not," Agrippa 
said, " with any expectation of gain, that he had 
formerly paid his respects to th£ emperor, contrary 
to the commands of Tiberius', nor -did he- now do any 
thing relating to him, out of regard to his own in- 
terest or advantage, or to receive any thing from 
him. The gifts he had already bestowed upon him 
were great, and beyond the hopes of a craving 
man." He paused. Caius, all astonishment, still 
pressed Agrippa more and more, -to make his request 
for somewhat he might gratify him with. Agrippa 
replied, "Since then, O my Lord, thou declarest 
such is thy readiness to grant that I am worthy of 
thy gifts, I will ask nothing relative to my own fe- 
licity — for what thou hast bestowed on me, has 
caused me to excel therein : but, I desire somewhat 
which may make thee glorious for piety — and render 
the divinity assistant to thy designs — and may be, 
for an honor to me, among those that inquire about 
it — as showing, I never once fail of obtaining what 
1 desire of thee, — for my petition is this : that thou 
wilt no longer think of the dedication of that statue, 
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which thou hast ordered to be set up in the Jewish 
temple, by Petronius." Great was the risk of this — 
for had. not Caius consented, it might have cost 
Agrippa his life ; but pleased with him, and unwilling 
to deny* after his great pressing, he smothered his 
actual resentment, and complied ; with what feelings 
his subsequent letter to Petronius literally explained, 
for he said, — " If when that letter arrived, his statue 
had been dedicated in the Jewish temple, to let it 
stand ; but if otherwise, to go back with hisarmy and 
attend to his concerns, — that the favor was granted 
to Jlgrippa, whom' he honored." Mean time, while 
writing, Petronius again had written, stating, " that 
if the matter was persisted in, the entire revolt of the 
Jews would certainly ensue.". Caids instantly an- 
swered in sharp anger, "desiring him to be his own 
judge, and consider what to do now, under his dis- 
pleasure, and that he would make Petronius an ex- 
ample to all future ages, that they may not dare to 
disobey.** 

Zerah had abundant leisure to make observations 
upon Rome, and its emperor and citizens. The latter 
felt the injurious effects of the cruelly despotic con- 
duct of Caius ; he treated the senate, the nobility, 
and such as were illustrious from descent, infamous- 
ly,— devising all mischief against the equestrian 
order, because out of them the senators were chosen; 
whom he removed out of his way, slaying and plun- 
dering them for their riches, insisting madly upon 
his own divinity — calling himself the Brother of Ju- 
piter, and frequenting that temple of Jupiter called 
7 
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the Capitol, which was considered the most holy of 
all temples. This, added to the wickedness and 
folly of offering injuries to the Jews, not only at 
Jerusalem and in the immediate neighborhood, 
but extending it through earth* and sea in sub- 
jection to the Romans, filled his dominion with 
innumerable mischiefs, more than any former 
history relates. His house and .gardens were or- 
namented with the plunder of the Grecian temples. 
Among other extravagant acts, he carried his little 
daughter to the capital, and placed her upon the 
kn>ees of the statue, saying Jupiter was partly her 
parent. To enrich himself, of gratify his . savage 
thirst of blood, he suffered slaves to' accuse, their 
masters of crimes, suggested to the slaves by him- 
self. These accusations were terrible, and resulted 
as need not be described. Among other crimes, 
Zerah found with horror that even the emperor's 
uncle, Claudius, was in danger, from having his 
slave tampered with, though without success. The 
wretchedness he -inflicted, stirred up revenge in 
some — while others wished to destroy the tyrant, 
before they should themselves become his victims. 
The Jewish nation, and the feeble ray of Chris- 
tianity, seemed alike to be nearly extinguished by 
this fiend in human shape, who spared neither 
friends nor foes. His ruthless conduct at length 
drew upon him no less than three conspiracies, 
which were conducted by thi*ee of the most ex- 
cellent men ; and had he not treated already these 
too obedient servants, as though they had been 
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altogether the contrary, very different would have 
been their subsequent treatment of Caius Caesar. 
Zerah had familiar opportunity, through the interest 
and countenance of Agrippa, of becoming well ac- 
quainted with these, and the general society of the 
wisest, greatest, and best, among the noble Ro- 
mans, whom he. venerated — and ardently desired, 
that to their moral worth, he could add the brighter 
and unfading glory of the Christian's crown of faith. 
He beheld with most interest, the three distinguish* 
ed men who were united as conspirators — Emilius 
Regulus, born in Spain; Cherea Cassius, the tri* 
bune of the Pretorian band ; and Minucianus 
Annius. Emilius Regulus, with a mind bold and 
free, was indignant against all injustice. Above dis- 
simulation, he concealed not his counsels, among 
not only his friends, but others, who were men of 
vigor and activity. 

Minucianus entered into the conspiracy, because 
of the murder of his particular friend, Lapidus, one 
of the best characters of all the Roman citizens, 
whom Caius had slain ; and Minucianus truly was 
himself afraid, since the emperor's wrath, cupidity, 
or thirst of blood, or caprice, tended to the slaughter 
of all alike-. 

Cherea joined the conspiracy, because he thought 
that the man who destroyed Caligula, would do 
the best deed of a man who loved freedom, hu- 
manity, and cared not for his own life ; he was the 
most ardent — >and to him the attempt most feasible, 
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because of his eas^ access, being a tribune and less 
in danger. He was stung by the insults and 
affronts he received — being treated as though cow- 
ardly and effeminate, when on the contrary, having 
been much in the army, his whole deportment was 
manly and courageous. The emperor appointed 
him to require tribute and other dues, which, when 
not . paid in due time, were forfeited to Caesar's 
treasury. Cherea had made some delays in re- 
quiring or gathering these, because such burdens 
being doubled, he had rather indulged his own mild 
disposition, than performed the strict commands of 
Cams, and provoked his anger by sparing some 
men, and pitying those, from whom he demanded 
taxes, who were unable, from their poor estates, to 
pay. . The. emperor upbraided him with sloth and 
effeminacy, and added to bis insulting taunts, such 
words for watch-words, as a tribune — that they ex* 
cited laughter among his fellow-tribunes, when de- 
livering the watch-word to them, and they made' 
him the subject of their mirth, foretelling what the 
next would be, &c. 

The conspirators, in their consultations, were 
undetermined as to fit opportunity. Sometimes 
they thought when feasting, then at some other 
moment. And now came on the Circensian games. 
The view of horse-racing was always eagerly en- . 
joyed by the Roman people, for they came without 
reservation, at such times, into the hyppodrome, 
and multitudes, within that immensely large circus* 
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.assembled to see the racing— and then to petition 
for what they wanted from the emperor, who usually 
thought proper to comply. 

Zerah, accompanying Agrippa, and others of 
distinction, had opportunity of being near enough 
to the emperor to- see how he might receive these 
petitions. In stately bearing, and with scornful 
brow, he looked around. Several petitioners hum* 
bly approached, backed by a very large crowd, who 
had m*de the advancing men their agents — and 
who in silence waited to hear jfee reply to their 
earnest request, that tome of cne rigor of their 
taxes might be abated. 

The deep silence gave solemnity to this modest 
and absolutely necessary petitipn. Proudly and 
most contemptuously, Caius refused, — rejecting 
tfholly their supplications, which, when the assem- 
bled perceived and heard, they redoubled their 
urgency, yet not insolently \ but being still treated 
with scornful denial, clamours fromfche silence rose, 
like the loud thunder after fen unnaturally still at- 
mosphere. At this juncture, Caius gave orders to 
his soldiers, some one way, some another, who laid 
hold of those who most loudly clamored, and put 
them to death — and when with horror, the helpless 
people beheld their brothers, and friends, and kin- 
dred, slain in great numbers among them, the 
living complainers ceased, because they saw the 
end of their murmurs. This barbarous proceeding 
excited all men, and the conspirators were re- 
solved to make use of the first possible opportunity 
7* 
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to free their country from such a monster of Cruelty 
and injustice. . 
' Zerah ventured to express his sentiments to 
Agrippa, who warned him to be very cautious of 
expressing any opinion, for that the emperor, see* 
ing how frequently he was in company with him, 
had twice inquired who the young Jew was, whose 
steady gaze he had more than once found strangely, 
he thought, fixed upon Aim, adding, " I know you, 
Agrippa, too well to have suspicions of any 'guest 
of yours ; but as one of his nation, I do not desire 
to see -him," 
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:■ CHAPTER VL 

The thoughts of Zerah frequently dwelt on Ju- 
dea, whither he fully resolved to return when corti- 
mon prudence permitted, to embrace those beloved 
parents to whom he had recently Written; and he 
longed ardently for the society of those whose faith 
was his, and to. serve its cause more effectually than, 
from present, appearances, he could at Rome ; still 
there he must remain ; — and this extensive field of 
observation presented on every side abundant em- 
ployment. * 

From Philo he received letters often ; whose 
communications, added to the many previous con- 
fidential hours of conversation, caused him still 
more and more to venerate and love the sage. His 
admirably wise, clear, correct, and benevolent opi- 
nions were such— and his religious eonduct so close* 
ly bordering upon Christianity, that Zerah fondly 
hoped, if permitted again to be with him, he might 
be persuaded to view in Jesus of Nazareth, Him 
whom the prophets foretold, having already re- 
vealed his own conviction of that certainty; and re- 
cited all he had seen *nd heard in confirmation. 
Philo knew that his kinsman would utter no false- 
hood, and he solemnly assured him "that he should 
well consider what had been so impressively related." 



\ 



80 ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

His noble nature would scorn to betray the generous 
confidence reposed in him — with the affectionate 
desire so evident— -to bring about his acceptance of 
a faith, which he saw led Zerah firmly to fix his 
hope of eternal happiness upon Him whom he trusted 
was the true Messiah, and upon whose astonishing 
characteristics Philo's expansive and reflecting mind 
thenceforth rested with- an intensity which * c breath- 
ed through the writings of hid latter years" a spirit 
such as to induce the belief of some, that he did 
behold in those characteristics the Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief— the promised Emmanuel. 

In the splendid palace of King Agrippa, and in a 
round of society calculated to attract, kindly treated 
by the excellent wife of Agrippa, time passed on 
with as much interest as the situation of Zerah 
would allow; and being admitted to share the 
private thoughts of Agrippa, who truly appreciated 
his inmate, and demonstrated this by the utmost con* 
fidence, he was acquainted with all public proceedi- 
ings, and was convinced that the emperor could not 
long keep possession of the throne if he continued 
bis present courses. He had reigned not quite four 
years, was certainly an admirable orator, aspired to be 
a man of letters, and was well acquainted witty the 
Greek language ; but all his advantages could not 
compensate for the miseries and mischiefs he in- 
flicted.. For public utility he had only made a 
haven about Rhegium and Sicily for the reception 
of ships,— yet w&* he successful in pleading, and 
might have done more. 



S 
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Such was the pronenessof Caius to believe reports 
which offered his suspicious nature any opportunity 
of exercising its malevolent revenge, that Zerah'4 
disgust was incessantly excited. In one particular 
instance especially, and in common with every truly 
manly heart, indignant feelings arose which prompt- 
ed the strongest desire to see such barbarity duly 
punished. At the close of a theatrical entertain* 
ment, the most patronized and generally beloved 
actress, Quinctilia, whose great beauty and exqui- 
site performance obtained the admiration of every 
beholder, was suddenly, after the performance, taken 
into custody at the instigation of a noble named 
Timidius* in order to become witness against a noble 
whom he denounced to the emperor as having said 
many disreputable and reproachful things of him ; 
which arrest, in its consequences upon the mind of 
one of the three conspirators, operated forcibly in 
accelerating the conspiracy. . Timidius was the ene- 
my of Pompedius, a senator, who had gone through 
nearly all the posts of government. - Pompedius was 
an Epicurean, and in accordance with the principles 
of that sect, was fond of leading an inactive life. He 
was enamored of Quinctilia for her great beauty. 
Timidius told Caiys that she had heard the re- 
proachful language of Pompedius used against him, 
and insisted upon Quinptilia^ being brought to con- 
fess what her lover had said. Such was the irritat- 
ing effect of this communication,* that the emperor 
commanded ' c if the woman refused testimony, to 
torture her ;" and in order- to serve his fiepd-like 
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propensities doubly, he ordered Cherta to torture 
her : for he thought he would, to vindicate his repu- 
tation of effeminacy, do it more barbarously 1 Pom* 
pedius suffered the keenest anxiety and anguish—— 
for with all his love of ease, he would himself have 
been racked to save her— still as the whole was a base 
lie, to procuFe his death-blow from the emperor at 
any expense, even of the beautiful woman who 
could not bear the thought of saving herself from' 
torture to utter a false accusation against the man 
who so fondly loved her; they both hoped,, by per* 
sisting in denying the accusation, that Caius would 
relent. But no ; by the corpmand of the tyrant, 
Cherea was compelled to execute. It Went against 
his very soul , and with agony he regretted, that at 
any risk, he had not eut off the barbarian -who thus 
tortured every way. Quinctilia, when brought to 
the rack, contrived to let one of her associates 
know, by a private signal, that she would bear with 
fortitude, so that no bad consequences to' Porape- 
dius should ensue. She did so ; and Cherea had her 
borne into the presence of Caius with feelings of 
implacable revenge in his bosom, burning to crush 
the cruel tyrant ; but his victim, though in such a 
state as it was sad indeed to behold, seemed in 
spirit unmoved. The emperor looked at her, and 
strange to stay, was somewhat affected at her bodily 
sufferings and magnanimous patience. He spoke, 
and it was to free both her and Pompedius of the 
crime laid to their charge ; and to make the muti- 
lated Quinctilia tome amends, he gave her money. 
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In the bitterness of feeling, Cberea said to Cle- 
ment, a general of the army, and to Papinius, a 
tribune, a little while after this event, which had so 
severely grieved him, " To be sure, we have no way 
failed in guarding our emperor — for as to those who 
have hitherto made conspiracies against his govern- 
ment, some have been slain by our pains and care, 
and some have been tortured by us at his command, 
to such a degree as even to cause him to pity them 
hSmsdf! How great, then, is our virtue in con* 
ducting his armies /" 

Clement was silent, but showed his shame and 
mortification both by his eyes and blushing counte- 
nance, while he thought it by no means right to 
accuse the emperor in express words, lest their own 
safety should be endangered. 

Cherea proceeded, and without fear of the dangers 
that were before him, spoke of the terrible calamities 
under which the city and government labored. 
" We may,*' he said, " indeed, pretend in words, that 
Caius is the person unto whom the cause of such 
miseries is imputed, but in the opinion of such as 
are able to judge uprightly, it is /, O Clement ! and 
this Papinius, and before us, thou thyself, who 
bring these tortures upon the Romans, and upon all 
mankind ; it is done by our consent, for whereas it 
is in our own power to put an end to this man, who 
hath so terribly injured tbe citizens and his subjects, 
we are his guard in mischief — his executioners, in- 
stead of his soldiers, and are tbe instruments of his 
cruelty. We are evefy day polluted with the blood 
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which we shed, and this we shall do till somebody be- 
comes the instrument of bringing Caius to the like 
miseries. Nor does he thus employ us because he has 
a kindness for us, hut rather because he has a suspi- 
cion of us, and because when enough of a worse 
sort have been killed, we shall also be exposed to 
his cruelty ; for Caius will set no bounds to his 
wrath, since he does all things not out of regard to 
justice, but to his own pleasure ; therefore we ought 
to be the means, of confirming security and liberty 
to aW, and at the same time resolve to free ourselves 
from dangers" 

Clement now openly commended the designs of 
Cherea, but urged him to caution, " for if it trans- 
pired among many, the plot would 'be discovered 
before executed. His age alone prevented him 
from taking part as one of the active conspirators-^ 
yet he might suggest a* safe plan." Cornelius Sa- 
binus, another tribune, and every way a worthy 
Roman, was for executing the plot at once, look- 
ing upon the danger of delay^-and afraid that.Cle- 
ment should discover it, notwithstanding his seem- 
ingly coinciding. They went to consult Minuci- 
anus, who in a jesting way asked Cherea for the 
watch-word of the day. " Do thou, Minucianus," 
gladly replied Cherea, "give me the watch-word 
of Liberty : I do not stand in need of many words — 
since thou and I are of the same mind, and par- 
takers of the same resolutions. Do thou go first 
to the work and bid me follow thee-— or I will go 
first and thou shalt assist me — but so zealous am 
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I in this great cause, that I am indifferent as to what 
I may myself undergo, — -so troubled at the slavery 
of our once 4ree country, and the contempt cast 
upon its excellent laws, and the destruction that 
bangs over all men, by the means of Caius." 
Minucianus embraced him, and they resolved to 
* do, or die* . 

As C here a returned from this interview, and was 
entering the court, a voice from among the multi- 
tude cried out, — " Cherea I Cherea ! finish what 
thou art about." He started. He feared that some 
one had betrayed him,-— but it was the voice of Ze- 
rah, which he had the power of throwing out, in a 
great degree, like ventriloquism, though he rarely 
exerted this power. Not, however, knowing exactly 
then, what was in resolve, he did it at the urgent 
request of one 9 in whom he took much interest, and 
who informed him hastily, that he had no other 
immediate means of stimulating Cherea to conclude 
the affair he wafr engaged in, and was exceedingly 
anxious so to do. They saw that Cherea had heard 
the encouraging sentence. The plot after these 
meetings was communicated to a great many, and 
they all wore armour— ^some senators, some of the 
equestrian order, and such of the soldiers as were 
acquainted with it, for there was not one of those 
informed, who would not have considered it a part 
of their happiness to kill Caius. Callistus, a freed 
man of Caius, was 6ne of the conspirators. He had 
arrived, more than any, at the greatest degree of 
power, and in a manner equal to the tyrant himself, 

8 
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for the dread that all men had of him, and the 
great riches he had acquired : for he took bribes 
and committed injuries without bounds — and was 
even more extravagant in the use of power and 
riches, if possible, than the emperor : he also knew 
Caius to be implacable, and never to be turned from 
what he had resolved. Callistus considered himself 
in jeopardy on account of his wealth, and he pri- 
vately ingratiated himself with Claudius, paying 
court, with the hope, that should Caius be in any 
manner removed, the government would be his. 
Of course, tnis conduct was laying a foundation of 
future favor and support, in return for good offices. 
To complete his perfidy, he endeavored to persuade 
Claudius that persuasions had been made, in- 
ducing him to the guilt of poisoning him — but that 
he had, from time to tinte, made excuses for his 
delay. Day after day passed, and still no good op- 
portunity had occurred in the collected opinion of 
the conspirators : though Cherea wished to take ad- 
vantage when Caius went up to the capitol to sacri- 
fice for his daughter ; or when he stood at the top 
of his palaee to throw pieces of gold and silver 
among the people : for the top of the palace, that 
was toward the market-place^ was very high, and 
had Cherea no instrument of death,yet his strength 
was fully equal to casting the unprepared Caius 
headlong down. But it was suggested* that he might 
not be actually killed— when the unsuccessful at- 
tempt woulif render all things worse, and the whole 
city be put into disorder. They therefore thought it 



ZEttAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 87 

best to have a little patience, and Cherea submitted. 
All, however, were resolved to wait no longer than 
till the show were exhibited in the palace — where 
the Patricians -became spectators, with their wives 
and children. Caius was to be present, and they 
deemed, that where so many leu thousands were 
crowded into a narrow compass, they would have 
a favorable opportunity to make attempt as he came 
in ; for then his guards, who should protect him 
if disposed, would not be able here to give aid. 
But, though this was determined, three days of the 
regular shows were over before the proper moment 
arrived, from one cause or another. On the last 
day, Cherea called his associates together ; " Too 
much time," be said, with angry animation, " pass- 
ing away without effect, is a reproach to us ; you 
withhold my arm— but, O my comrades, longer pa- 
tience will but bring upon our heads the destruction 
we would avert, — for where is our security 1 and if 
discovered, where will the cruelty of Caius stop ? 

ray noble comrades, this is the last day of the 
shows — Caius is about going to sea — preparing to 
sail for Alexandria, in order to see Egypt. Is it 
for our honor to let this man escape from our hands, 
who js a reproach to mankind 1 Shall we not be 
justly ashamed of ourselves, if we give leave to 
some Egyptian — who shall think his injuries in- 
sufferable to freemen.— to kill him ? As for myself, 

1 will no longer bear these slow proceedings, but 
will expose myself to the dangers of the enterprise 
this very day, and cheerfully bear the conse* 
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quences." This energy and fixed resolve produced 
the final determination, and all were eager to begin 
without delay. Cherea went to the palace, with 
hitf equestrian sword girt on — for at that time, it 
was the duty of the tribunes to ask the watch-word. 
The multitudes were already come, crowding one 
upon another ; while Caius was delighted with this 
eagerness, for which reason, there was no order ob- 
served in seating men — nor any particular place ap- 
pointed for the senators or the equestrian order, but 
they sat mixed together, men and women — and the 
freemen mingled with the slaves. 

Zerah had attended each previous day, and now 
made one of the many. Attentively he observed 
Caius, as he came out in a solemil manner, and 
offered sacrifice to Augustus Cmar, in whose honor 
the shows were exhibited — -and afterwards that he 
appeared remarkably affable and good natured in 
his conversation — and that, altogether, his manner 
excited general astonishment. After the sacri- 
fice, Caius sat down to see the shows, and the prin- 
cipal of his friends sat near him. The two parts 
of the theatre were fastened together, as it used to 
be every year : it had two doors, the one led to the 
open air* and the other was for going into or out 
of the cloisters — that those within the theatre might 
not be disturbed. But put of one gallery, there 
went an inward passage, parted into two partitions 
also, which led into another gallery, to give room 
to the combatants and musicians to go out and in. 
When the multitude were set down, and Cherea, 
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with the other tribunes, seated, and the right corner 
of the theatre allotted to Caius-<— Vatinius, a senator, 
commander of the Pretorian band, asked of Clavius, 
one who sat near him, and was of consular dignity 
also, " whether he had heard any news or not V y 
"Know then," said Yatinius, u that the game of 
the slaughter of tyrants is to be played to-day." 
Clavius replied, " O brave comrade, hold thy peace, 
lest same of the Achaians hear thy tale." And now 
abundaoce of autumnal fruits were thrown among 
the spectators, and a great many birds, of much 
value to those who possessed theft, on account of 
their rareness. Caius was pleased with the sight of 
the birds fighting for the fruits, and with the violence 
wherewith the spectators seized them. A panto- 
mime followed, wherein a leader of robbers was cru- 
cified — rand a second, wherein the hero was slain, 
and his daughter also, and much fictitious blood 
shed. Caius seemed in doubt whether to remain to 
the end of the shows, as the last day, or go to bathe 
and to dine, and then return as before. And now 
Cherea left the theatre. Immediately after him, MU 
nucianus, who sat over Caius, and was afraid the 
opportunity should be lost, got up, implying that he 
presumed the emperor was going. But Caius took 
hold of his garment in an obliging way, and saicj to 
him, "Brave man, whither &rt thou going?" Out 
of accustomed reverence, as it would seem, he sat 
down again — but anxious to be with Cherea, in a 
little time he rose up, and then Caius did not hold 
him. Aspreaas, one of the conspirators, persuaded 
8* 
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Caius to go out to the bath, and to dinner, and- 
afterwards attend the shows~r-fearing that delays 
might prevent the conclusion of what had been re- 
solved on. 

Watchful of every movement, Zerah retired the 
way Cherea had gone, and followed him at a little' 
'distance, perceiving him bent upon keeping posses* 
sion of a particular place, with evidence of peculiar 
interest — and he beheld a few others wearing the 
same appearance, and who, also, would not be moved 
from their apparent stations, by any who passed 
along. After a delay, which evidently excited the 
impatience of these persons, word was brought that 
Caius had arisen — also Claudius, the emperor's un- 
cle, and Marcus Vicinius, his sister's husband— also 
Valerius of Asia. Caius turned aside from these, 
in order to get into a private narrow passage leading 
to the bath, as also, in order to see the boys^ that 
came from Asia, sent thence* to sing hymns in the 
mysteries, and to dance in the Pyrrhic way upon the 
theatres. Cherea advanced and met Caius — asking 
for the watch-word — and upon Caius giving a ridicu- 
lous word, he reproached him, drew his sword, and 
gave him a terrible, but not a mortal stroke. Caius 
staggered, for the sword fell in the middle between 
his shoulder and neck, and was hindered by the breast 
bone from going farther. So great was his surprise, 
that he did not even cry out — but groaned, went 
forward, and fled — when Cornelius Sabinus thrust 
him down upon his knee. The other conspirators 
surrounded, struck him with their swords, crying 
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out — " Strike once more, all together," — and Caius 
died of many wounds. 

The conspirators fled ; for the first glimpse ~of an 
assassinated emperor, they well knew would stir up 
the madness of some, and the soldiers would of 
course make a bloody inquiry after the murderers. 
The passages also were so narrow, and crowded with 
the attendants of Caius, and such soldiers as were 
of the emperor's guard for, the day, and who, had 
he cried out, would instantly have rushed upon the 
conspirators, as to make them fly out in other ways, 
to that part of the palace called the house of Germa- 
nicucr, and who had been the father of Caius, and 
built that pari of the edifice for his house. Zerah 
rushed out, and with the* utmost speed went to King 
Agrippa, who scarcely had time to hear the tale, 
when messengers announced what bad happened 
to the emperor. Agrippa, in apparent consternation, 
instantly went to the dead body, and did what be- 
came him, to one who had so much honored him ; 
for he embraced the body, had it laid upon a bed, and 
himself covered it. He then went out to the guards r 
and to check their course of violence, told them, 
"that Caius was still alive, but ill of his wounds." 

The Germans, his guard, were, however, first to 
perceive that Caius was actually slain. They carried 
the name of the country whence they were chosen, 
and composed the Celtic legion. Passionate, ro- 
bust — these men seldom reflected beyond the mo- 
ment of peculiar excitement; and not caring for, or 
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judging of public affairs, loved Caius for the money 
they received, by which he had purchased their 
kindness. They drew their swords, led by Sabinus, a 
tribune, once a gladiator, who obtained freedom on 
account of his robust body. w They first came up with 
Asprenas, and cut him to pieces — whose garment 
Was accidentally sprinkled with blood during the 
sacrifices that day^—and tften caused the superstitious 
to pronounce it an ill omen for Aim. Zerah could 
scarcely resist- attempting to assist this — one of the 
most noble of Romans, who wrested the swords from 
many — struggling hard for life — but he fell— and 
instantly succeeding him, Anteius, who was hurrying 
to have the gratification to behold the dead tyrant— 
who, after banishing bis father unjustly, sent sol- 
diers to slay him* He tried to avoid the Germans, 
but in vain, and he also was killed. From this car- 
nage, which spared none, right or wrong, in the 
fury of the guards, Zerah retired. He saw that 
people knew not how to believe the report of the 
death of Caius, though so much desired. They 
feared to rejoice, lest it should not prove true, and 
some thought, that none could have dared to slay 
him. As to the nobles, although the report seemed 
credible to some, who wished it, and others who 
knew the plot, they concealed their joy, lest, if not 
true, they should be punished for so soon showing 
their minds. The conspirators concealed it cau- 
tiously, fearing too, that though left for dead, his 
wounds possibly might not be mortal. All in the 
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theatre still kept their seats, during the loud tumult, 
apprehensive of being accused if they went out be- 
fore the rest. 

While the Germans were surrounding the theatre 
with drawn swords, Zerah made his way into it — 
resolved to witness the whole immediate result of 
the death of Caius. And nbw he beheld the agi- 
tated spectators, anticipating their death, yet not 
knowing how to relieve themselves. The theatre 
rang with their pleadings of innocence and for life. 
Women were fainting with terror in the arms of 
those who knew not but that, in a few moments, 
they Would be removed from the power of supporting 
them and their terrified children. 

A pause in the various sounds of distress and 
pleading was suddenly made by the entrance of 
Euaristus Arruntius, a public crier, dressed in a 
mournful habit, as- if he had lost his dearest friend, 
though truly, he bore the utmost hatred to Caius, 
yet thought this the best way to save his life from 
the German soldiers. He loudly informed the. 
audience of the death of the emperor; then went 
round aboiit the pillars, and besought the Germans, 
as did the tribunes, to sheath their swords, for that 
they might indeed believe that the emperor had been 
wounded unto death, and they might be punished 
by the senate, if any farther excesses were com- 
mitted, should the supreme authority revert to them. 
Finally, that Caius was dead, and their zeal had 
been sufficiently evidenced. The Germans, begin- 
ning to apprehend that any farther excess might 
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indeed be punished, their violence subsided. In the 
mean time, Cherea was so apprehensive that the 
noble Minucianus should be massacred, that he 
spoke to many of the soldiers, praying them not 
to destroy Aim; still he feared, notwithstanding all 
his care, that in their fury, the Germans had killed 
him, But Cherea was taken to Clement, who let 
him go, affirming that he had acted right, and pub- 
licly commended the virtue of those who contrived, 
and had courage to execute the plan ; and wittumajiy 
other senators, pronounced, "that Caius Caligula 
had become a conspirator against himself, before these 
brave men had attacked him, having taught his 
dearest friends to be enemies by necessity ; and so 
had perished through himself.' 9 The people, however, 
were zealously seeking the murderers, but the senate, 
only in appearance.* The women and youth remem- 
bered the shows with which the policy of Caius in- 
veigled them. The slaves had been permitted to 
accuse and despise their masters, and could have re- 
course to his assistance when they were affronted, 
and particularly, if rich, allowed to turn informers, 
having the eighth part of their masters* wealth. The 
soldiers received his pay, and in a manner tyrannized 
with him, and frequently abused the best of citizens, 
in executing his commands ; therefore, these people 
were unwilling to relinquish their advantages for 
any less gratifying, which a government, either by 
the senate, or a future emperor, might diminish. 
Eagerly, therefore, they sought for the conspirators. 
During this general sensation, Valerius, of Asia, 
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stood in the forum, and as the people loudly ex- 
pressed their uneasiness because they could not dis- 
cover who had slain the emperor, and earnestly 
asked him " who had done it T He boldly replied, 
" I wish I had been the man." This at once 
silenced them, while an edict published by the 
senate gave orders to the people "to go home,-— 
accusing instead of defending Caius, and giving 
them hopes of abatement of their oppressions; pro- 
mising reward? to the soldiers if they would resupie 
their usual quiet, and not go abroad to do mischief;'* 
for thete was jeason to fear that the whole city 
might suffer injury by their wild, ungovernable 
behaviour, if once they should commence spoiling 
the citizens, or plundering the temples. 

The senate assembled, and especially the conspir- 
ators, who appeared full of assurance and magna- 
nimity, as if the administration of public affairs had 
already devolved upon them. While things were in 
this posture, the soldiers resolved that they would 
make Claudius emperor, as a democracy could not 
be capable of conducting such a vast weight of pub- 
lic affairs, and that it would be for their advantage ; 
and they chose right, they concluded, as Claudius 
was the uncle of Caius, full of learning, and wholly 
qualified to rule. Conceiving too that he would 
appreciate their devotion to him, and reward in 
proportion to their zeal in his cause, at once they 
proceeded and suddenly seized upon him. This 
was opposed by Bentius Saturninus in the se- 
nate, who said, "That so long a period had 
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elapsed since they had possessed the blessing of 
liberty, they should be careful, and that he would 
propose honors to their liberator, Cherea Cassius, 
he being a greater benefactor than Brutus and 
Cassius, who slew Julius Caesar ; for those men 
laid the foundation of anarchy and civil war, but 
Cherea had set Rome free from all the miseries 
which arose from the worst of tyrants." Applauses 
were loudly repeated, but the soldiers, who had 
seized Claudius, bore him to their camp; and now 
far in the middle of the night Cherea demanded the 
watch-word, which was liberty. 

These delightful things seemed almost incredi- 
ble to themselves, for it was a hundred years since 
the democracy had been set aside by Julius Caesar, 
whence this giving the watch-word returned to the 
consuls. When Cherea had received it, he deli- 
vered it to four regiments, who gave preference to 
a government without emperors. These regi- 
ments on the side of the senate, went away with 
their tribunes full of hope and courage, as having 
recovered their former democracy, Cherea being in 
great esteem with them. 

Zerah followed the steps of Cherea, conceiving it 
probable he might be instigated to farther revenge, 
as the wife and daughter of Caius lived. A short 
consultation was held whether all the family of 
Caius should not perish, since whoever was left of 
them might prove the ruin of the city, and to finish 
the matter speedily would be safest. This action 
appeared to some too cruel, because Caius had 
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followed bis own ill-nature more than bit wife'fe 
advice, therefore such severity was wrong; but 
■some accused her of giving consent to his outrages, 
•and finally it was resolved that a kinsman of Cle<- 
ment, Julias Lupus, one of the tribunes, should be 
sent to kill the wife and daughter. This deter- 
mined, Lupus was accordingly sent without, delay, 
desirous to be employed for the advantage of the 
public, and so far.be a partaker in the murder of 
Caius. 

With horror Zerah heard this bloody resolve, and 
taking advantage of a favorable position, by reason 
of the hour of darkftess still, he followed Lupus 
with those who accompanied him to the palace. 
Entering, they found Cesonia, the emperor's wife, 
lying by her husband's dead body on the ground, 
which was destitute of all such things as the law aU 
lowed the dead, his blood upon her garments, her 
little daughter lying by her also, *ud she in 
great affliction bewailing, and complaining, " that 
if Caius had but listened to her to leave off bis 
barbarous practices, and govern ^ with virtue and 
moderation, he would have lived." Some inter- 
preted these words, " that had Caius listened to 
her, the conspirators would have been put to death 
before they could have injured Aim*" 

Zerah, with heartfelt commiseration, approached 
the little girl, while Cesonia, showing the dead 
body to Lupus, persuaded him with tears and in- 
creased lamentations to come nearer ; but perceiv- 
ing disorder in his countenance by the light of the 
9 
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lamp strongly exposing his features where he stood, 
Which she thought, as he approached, indicated 
some design disagreeable to himself, she was in- 
stantly aware for what purpose he came, and stretch- 
ing out her throat, bid him " not hesitate to finish 
the tragedy." At this moment the loyely child, 
screamed, seeing the upraised sword of Lupus, and 
Zerah snatching her up, looked for the chanee of 
rushing out with her, but there: was no possibility — 
while the struggling, affrighted girl, not knowing his 
kind intention, though he strove to impart it, was so 
naturally deaf to all things but her mother's death- 
cry, that she slipped from his infolding arms to clasp 
that unhappy mother, who as she strove to give her 
child one' parting look, received the fatal stab from the 
hand of Lupus. Instantly the little innocent victim 
Galled out, " Slay me, slay me /" The sword was 
descending in the direction of her palpitating heart, 
when Zerah, forcing past the guard, fled from that 
scene of slaughter, mentally exclaiming, Behold the 
destruction brought upon a house by the wickedness of 
Us ruler I * 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Kino Aorippa, after leaving the body of Caius* 
had retired to his bouse, where Zerah found him, 
anxiously desirous of information, though for his 
own reasons, not abroad to $eek it. He now 
heard mtt that had taken place, and after a few 
moments 9 reflection, remarked upon the fact of Clau- 
dius being forcibly taken away by the soldiery- 
then starting up, in a word t+Id Zerah " he roust 
see and speak with Claudius immediately." Zerah 
replied not, but accompanied him. They arrived at 
the camp, were admitted by his crowding guard, 
and now Agrippa finding Claudius in alarm and 
agitation, ready to give up the government to the 
senate, he encouraged, and desired him to keep it, 
and not to let such a dominion escape from his 
hands, hastily obtaining a promise from Claudius to 
resist all entreaties from the senate, and firmly to 
assert bis right. Agrippa staid not a moment longer, 
but charged Zerah to remain, and bring him the 
earliest report of whatever steps the senate took in 
relation to sending to Claudius. 

Claudius conversed freely with Zerah, seeing thai 
he was fully in the confidence of Agrippa, told him 
"that the senators and the populace would not 
agree — the senators would desire to recover and 
retain their former ascendency, to get clear of the 
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slavery that had been brought upon them by former 
tyranny, and would embrace the present opportu- 
nity ; but the people would be envious against them, 
knowing that the emperors were capable of curb- 
ing their covetous tempers, and were a refuge, and 
they therefore would be glad that he was seized by 
the soldiers, and would desire him to govern them. 
Yet dreading the anarchy that would- ensue, he had 
nearly Resolved to yield to the senate, had not 
Agrippa strengthened, and advised him to the oppo- 
site measure, as best for the Roman people and for 
himself." 

The senate speedily sent "to remind Claudius 
what was due to his country, and to / avoid showing 
himself like Caius; that a great part of the army 
was got together for them, with abundance of wea- 
pons and slaves, which they could make use of." 
The two tribunes who bore this message to Clau- 
dius, fell upon. their knees, and begged "that he 
would by no means throw the city into wars and 
misfortunes." But when they saw what a multi- 
tude of soldiers encompassed Aim, compared with 
the inconsiderable numbers with the consuls, they 
added somewhat humbly, "That if he did desire 
the government, he should accept it as given by the 
senate; and he would prosper, and be more happy, if 
he came to it by the good will of those who would 
bestow it upon him, instead of obtaining it by 
injustice." 

Claudius was sensible of the insolent manner in 
which the senate had sent to him, yet did he, 



1ERAH, THE B&LIEVINO JEW. J 01 

according t& their advice, behave with moderation, 
although claiming the government, 

Zerah hastened to inform Agrippa, who scarcely 
Waiting to the end, retired, and perfuming himself, 
and in easy attire, as if just from the presence of his 
wife and ladies 9 society, received a sudden message 
from the senate, which he of course expected, send- 
ing for him instantly. He forthwith accompanied 
the messenger to the senate. Zerah, in admiration 
of his cool policy, heard the , result, which was 
asking in a careless manner " what Claudius was 
doing]" They informed him— then asked his 
opinion. In few words he told them " he was 
ready to lay down his life for the senate's honor,, but 
urged them to consider what was for their advan- 
tage, without any regard to what was most agree- 
able to them; for those who- grasp at government 
will stand in need of weapons and soldiers." 

The senate replied, " That they would bring in 
weapons abundantly, and money; and as to an 
army, apart of it was already collected for them; 
and they would make a larger army by giving the 
slaves liberty." 

" O senators !" answered Agrippa, " may you be 
able to compass what you desire, yet will I tell you 
my thoughts, because they tend to your preserva- 
tion. Take notice, then, that the army that will 
fight for Claudius has been long exercised in war- 
like affairs, but our army will he no better than a 
rude multitude recently made free, and ungovern- 
able. We must then fight against those who are 
9* 
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•frtfful in war with men who know not so much* as 
to draw their swords; so that my opinion is, that 
we should send some -pefstti-to Claudius to persuade 
him to lay down the government, and I am ready 
to be one of your ambassadors.' 9 

Upon this Agrippa was sent, with others, and he 
took opportunity before the regular deputation was 
made oat, to converse a few minutes with £erah, 
charging him " to iaform Claudius privately before ^ 
the deputation could arrive, of the disorder the senate 
was in, and instructing hkn to answer them in 
somewhat of a commanding strain, as one invested 
with dignity and authority." 

Zerah succeeded. in giving this instruction to 
Claudius, who consequently replied to. the senate's 
deputation, "That he did not wonder that the 
senate were disinclined to have an emperor over 
them, because they had been harassed by the bar- 
barity of those who formerly had been at the head 
of affairs, but that they should Xaste of an equitable 
government under Mm, and moderate times \ fo* 
that he would only be ruler in name — authority 
equally common to them all— and since he had passed 
through many and various scenes before their eyes, 
it would be good for them not to distrust him." 

The deputation were dismissed, and Claudius, 
conversing with the soldiers, who promised fidelity, 
gave them money and honorable encouragement. 

Upon this the consuls called the whole of the 
senators together, but only about an hundred at- 
tended, being uncertain what to do, and despairing 
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bf liberty ; and preferring an inactive life upon 
their farms, rather thai), by claiming the dignity of 
their forefathers, to endanger their safety. Afl 
those assembled were in consultation about the 
present state of affairs, a sudden clamor was made 
by the soldiers on their side, desiring that the senate 
would choose them an emperor, and not bring the 
government to rain by setting up a multitude of 
rulers. And now things in the senate were worse 
than before. Marcus- Minucianus was illustrious 
both by his own nobiHty and having" married Julia, 
the sister of Cains, who accordingly was one very 
ready to claim the government; although the con- 
suls discouraged him, and made one delay after 
another in proposing it. And Minucianus, the 
conspirator against Cams, restrained Valerius of 
Asia from thinking of such a thing ; for a prodi- 
gious slaughter had ensued, if leave bad been given 
to those who had set up in opposition to Claudius. 
In this posture of affairs, many of the soldiers who 
kept watch by night, and a considerable number of 
gladiators and rowers of ships, all ran off to the 
eamp ; insomuch that those who put in for the go- 
vernment, some withdrew their pretence in order 
to spare the city — others for fear of their own 
k persons. 

After this, Cherea and those with him came into 
the senate, and attempted to make speeches to the 
soldiers — who would not allow a speech to be made 
— growing tumultuous, because they were now 
all zealous to be under a monarchy, and peremp. 
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torily demanded of the senate a ruler, without 
longer delay. But the senate hesitated about either 
their own government, or how they should, them- 
selves be governed. The soldiers would not suffer 
them to govern, and the murderers of Caius would 
not suffer the soldiers to dictate. - .While in this 
predicament, C here a, unable to contain his anger, 
promised that if they would have an emperor, he 
would give them one, if any maiv would bring him 
the watch- word from Eutychus, who was a cha- 
rioteer of the Green-band faction, styled Prasine, 
and a great friend of Caius, who used to harass the 
soldiers in building stables, and ignotainious and use- 
less labors, — sending with severe reproaches against 
both by saying, " he would bring the head of Clau* 
dius, amazed that after their former treatment, they 
would commit the government to a fool." Unmoved 
by this harangue to adhere to the senate, they drew 
their swords, took up their ensigns, resolved to go 
to Claudius, and join in taking the oath of fidelity. 
The senate were left without any defence, the 
very consuls differing not from common persons, 
and under deep sorrow and consternation. Finally, 
they began to reproach each other, repeating many 
of them what had been done. But Sabinus, the 
conspirator, declared in the strongest terms, " that 
he would sooner kill himself in the midst of them, 
than consent to make Claudius emperor, and wit- 
ness the return of slavery; and asked Cherea, if 
he, who had been first in contempt of Caius and in. 
destroying him, thought it worth while to live, 
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when even by all that they had done for the reco- 
very of liberty, they found it impossible to do it V* 
Cherea with grave dignity replied, " that he had no 
mariner of douht about killing himself, but would 
sound the intentions of Claudius before he did it." 

In f the camp every body paid court to Claudius, 
among them king Agrippa. Meantime many of the 
senators endeavored to approach ; and Quintus 
Potnponius, the consul, was, as he advanced, im- 
peached by the soldiers, who thrust away the se- 
nators, some receiving blows, many wounded, and 
all in danger. And for Quint us, they were going 
to Kssault him more violently, accusing him vehe- 
mently or\ having exhorted the senate to recover 
their liberty ; but before he was more seriously 
wounded, Claudius snatched him from the danger, 
and placed the consul by him, not however checking 
the soldiers in their ill usage of the senators, till 
King Agrippa went up to him. Zerah was re- 
joiced to hear him advise " more quiet treatment, 
for if any mischief should befall the Senate, he would 
have no others oveir whom to rule." Claudius com- 
plied. The senators were called together in the 
palace, arid Claudius conducted thither by the sol- 
diers through the city. Loud were the acclamations, 
till the multitude beheld Cherea and Sabinus, the 
conspirators, in front, openly appearing, though 
Pollio, appointed captain of the guards, had been 
sent to forbid them to appear in public. When 
Claudius had assembled his friends, he desired their 
suffrages about Cherea. Some said, "the work he 
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had done was glorious;" others accused him of 
perfidiousness as the motive ; others thought ijt just 
to punish him with death, if such wa$ his motive, 
and to discountenance such actions for the time to 
come; — all, doubtless, more influenced by. hoping 
to bask in the beams of the rising sun, than to re- 
ward the patriotic man whose virtue could not en- 
dure the tyrant, — whose humanity. revolted at his 
sanguinary deeds, — whose generosity spurned the 
sordid power that despoiled the helpless, — and who 
resented the constant injustice done to his own per- 
son, in being made the tool of his criminal deeds. 
But Cherea was led to execution: he scorned remon- 
strance or defence of his condi/ct. Lupus and many 
noble Romans were led with him. Zerah, in sad 
procession, saw not a shadow of fear pass over the 
manly face of Cherea. His step was that of con- 
scious rectitude— -of a self-devoted hero for his coun- 
try's emancipation. To Lupus, whose tears rapidly 
fell, Cherea kindly spoke, yet with the kindness 
reproved his weakness. "But," said Lupus, "I 
beheld, the death ajpny of Cesonia, and the expiring 
eyes of her innocent daughter fixed upon her mo- 
ther." " Cease, cease," returned Cherea, " think 
you that deed was ordered by me willingly 1 No, 
Lupus, my heart recoiled to take Cesonia's life, or 
to destroy a girl ! But 1 thought of Rome. I thought 
of the dangers of party in their behalf — that internal 
strife which gnaws the vitality of political and moral 
peace, I feared. 1 ' Arrived at the place of execution, 
- Cherea calmly inquired Who was to be his execu- 
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tioner, and whether he was used to his office 7 He 
then desired him to bring the same sword with which 
he slew Caius. This was accorded, and with one 
stroke he was killed. But the timorous and agitated 
Lupus suffered from the many blows inflicted. Sa- 
binus was set at liberty, and received permission to 
retain his former command in the army. Yet the 
Roman thought it dishonorable to fail in performing 
his obligations to his fellow confederates, and Sa- 
binus fell upon his own dword, — the wound reach- 
ing tp the very hilt. 

A few days after these events, the Partntal so- 
lemnities were at hand ; and here Zerah beheld the 
multitude making their usual oblations to their seve- 
ral ghosts. - They put portions into the fire in honojr 
of Chorea, beseeching him to be merciful to them, 
and not continue bis anger against them for their 
ingratitude. To Zerah, these solemn mockeries 
were causes of deep regret ;-*-as a Jew, they were 
offensive, — as a Christian, he felt with an intensity 
that stimulated to address them, while the sublime 
hope of turning them from idolatry, irradiated his 
intelligent countenance. He stepped forward, and 
with extended arms exclaimed, " Romans !" King 
Agrippa touched his shoulder impressively, and, at 
the same time pronouncing bis name, caused Zerah 
to look round, when, though he somewhat forcibly 
\rithdreto the young man, he calmly observed, " All 
youmay say, my young friend, would be unavailing 
—the Jew prevails not with the Roman yet ! I 
bepechyou to forbear, and instantly come with me," 
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Zerah would have persevered, but Agrippa would 
not be denied, assuring him* " that at such a mo- 
ment zeal were folly, unless he was absolutely bent 
upon becoming himself a petitioned ghost ! — for at- 
tempting to set aside their customs and sacrifices." 
" But the time will come," said Zerah, " when they 

will be set aside, and the living God ." . The 

sentence was interrupted by a special messenger 
commanding the immediate attendance of King 
Agrippa upon the emperor, which he instantly 
obeyed. He was conducted to the forum, where he 
was received by Claudius with the most distin- 
guished honors. Claudius made a league with, him, 
confirming him in the kingdom given by Caius, 
and, in addition, of all that country over which his 
grandfather Jlerod had ruled, that is; Judea and 
Samaria. And now, while the emperor was organ- 
izing his government, news arrived that the Jews 
had broken out seditiously at Alexandria, as soon 
as they heard of the death of Caius, under whose 
reign the nation had indeed been grievously morti- 
fied ; and fearing continuance of bad treatment, and 
reduced to great distress, had taken up arms to fight — 
endeavoring to make resistance against further op- 
pression — particularly suffered from the people of 
Alexandria. Claudius sent an order to the President 
of Egypt to quiet the tumult ; and another, at the 
request of Agrippa, to Alexandria and Syria, pur- 
porting that the nation of the Jews be not deprived 
of their rights and privileges on account of the 
madness of Caius, but that all those they preriojyly 
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enjoyed, should b6 preserved to them, and to con* 
trane their custom, charging both parties of Greeks 
and Jews to take very great care that no troubles 
arose after this edict" To the Jews elsewhere, at 
Agrippata request, Claudius granted the same privi* 
tages* judges Chose Jews for whom he petitioned, 
worthy such a favor on account of their fidelity and 
friendship to the Romans. 

And now King Agrippa took leave of Claudius, 
leaving hkf son, jFocrag Agrippa, with the emperor, 
who was a feoy cf much promise. He, with his long 
loved and devoted queen, the admirable Cypross, 
his faithful companion and general of horse, Silas, 
*n£ Zerah, left Rome, Silas had served him with 
the ardor of a friend in many difficulties, bat he 
had latterly so presumed upon these deeds of kind- 
Bess, as to become disagreeable: not that King 
Agrippa had forgotten or undervalued Mm, who, in 
Che severity of hts fortunes, served him4ike a brother 
fw father ; but be took advantage, and, as it were, 
placed himself upon the same footing, and so, in one 
way or another, worried Agrippa's patience much: 
and he had imperceptibly* therefore, rather encou- 
raged the companionship of Zerah, whose unobtruw 
sive merit, and mind full of the richness of maturity, 
though so young a man, perpetually furnished new 
and interesting matter. And had not Zerah so so- 
lemnly promised, his parents, that while they lived, 
he would not confess himself a disciple of Christ 
to any but those who were such, except in the in- 
stance of Philo, his uncle, he loved Agrippa so sin- 
10 
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cerely, and felt so gratefully the motherly kindnes* 
of Cyprose, that, but for the pledge he had given 
those be hoped speedily to see, all the zeal of his 
spirit would have been excited to persuade bis friends 
to embrace the faith sustaining that spirit, with 
power and peace which. surpassed, alt understanding* 
Though still the heavy bereavement of his beloved 
Rachel was deeply lamented, (not the revered patri* 
arch from whom he sprang-— Jacob of ancient days 
—had more devotedly loved : for Zerah would have 
served twice seven years to obtain his Rachel, had 
it been necessary :) yet, ardently as he had loved,-*-* 
grievously as he lamented her cruel and unume* 
ly death, — he humbly said, " the Loan gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name 
of the Lord." He sometimes, notwithstanding this 
composed state of mind, wondered at his calmness, 
and the entire forgiveness of even his hitter enemy, 
who was the instrument, together with Saul, of his 
bereavement Such is the peace-breathing effect of 
the religion of Jesus Christ — the Logos. 

King Agrippa and his queen regarded Zerah with 
increased esteem and respect the more bis character 
was developed. To the latter he paid, while on their 
return to Judea, the attentions of a son, and received 
from her a motherly regard. Frequently, to beguile 
the time, she gave him details of former interesting 
events. One day in particular, as they thus con- 
Versed, King Agrippa suddenly approached them, 
and, with agitated looks, -called their attention to a 
bird heavily flying over their heads. In a low voice 
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be said to the queen, " O, name that bird." Cy. 
pross and Zerah looked up, when, as if to show itself 
distinctly, it wheeled round them, coming nearer 
and nearer. Agrippa's countenance recovered its 
usual expression, and he cheerfully said, " I see, I 
4ee," and immediately left the pale Cypross and 
surprised Zerah, to resume a conversation with Silas 
and others. Zerah modestly asked, "why King 
Agrippa was so visibly disturbed at sight of a bird, 
of whatever species V 9 M I will tell you, my young 
friend ; and as you appear to be most gratified when 
he is the principal subject of conversation, re- 
late .what leads to an explanation of the agifatiott 
you saw in both Agrippa and myself. You know 
he is the grandson of Herod, and the son of Aris- 
iobulus; who, by command of Herod, was slain, 
and with him his brother Alexander, at the barba- 
rous instigation of their brother Antipater; — who 
contrived so effectually to poison the mind of Herod, 
that he finally had the young man executed, to the 
great grief of their mother, Bernice. A little before 
the death of -Herod, Agrippa lived at Rome, brought 
up with Drusus, son of the Emperor Tiberius, and 
contracted a friendship with Antonia, the wife of 
Drusus the Great, who very much esteemed his 
mother, Bernice, and was very desirous of advancing 
her son ; for Agrippa was by nature magnanimous 
and- generous in making presents. The latter prac- 
tice he concealed from his mother, who perceived 
his failing was a pronenes3 to extravagance, which 
she blamed, and would still more fully have re* 
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proved if fully known* After her death he became 
lavish of presents in the way of policy ; and at this 
time I was his wife, and truly strove to restrain this 
ruinous propensi y, particularly as the death of 
Prusus in a manner expelled him from court — the 
emperor not bearing to see the friends of hisxle- 
ceased son, as reminding him of his loss. Agqppa, 
in order to remove this, strove every way to over- 
come so injurious an effect upon his future prospects, 
and gave large presents to Caesar's freedroen to oh* 
tain their assistance, still however in vain ; and his 
debts became too heavy for his means to extin- 
guish, and we left the creditors and Rome, retir- 
ing to a lower at Malatha in Idumea ; and there 
I had the agony of beholding this beloved bus- 
band so subdued, that I perceived he had thoughts 
of taking his own life to end his perplexities. Judge 
of the misery this caused. I tried every method to 
divert his mind, and to fortify it ; but our necessities 
increased, and we knew not how to provide for them. 
One resource was left. I sent a letter to his sister 
Herodias, the wife of Herod, the * Tetrarcb, to let 
her know Agrippa's design of self-destruction, and 
the cause; beseeching her, as his kinswoman, to 
give relief, and engage her husband to do the same. 
They immediately sent for him, and allotted Tibe- 
rias for hie habitation, allowing money for his main- 
tenance ; and made him, by way of honor, a magis- 
trate of the city. But the support did not last long ; 
for at a feast at Tyre, Herod, in his cups, cast re- 
proaches of poverty, and owing his necessary food 
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to him, which Agrippa could not bear, but hastily 
departed to his friend Flaccus, formerly a consul, 
and President of Syria, who much regarded him, 
Flaccus received us most kindly, and we lived 
with him ; but here was a secret enemy. I say 
secret, because, although known to b& at variance 
with his half brother, Aristobulus, still no treachery 
was apprehended. Flaccus made no difference in 
his friendly attention to both his guests, yet the 
ill will of Aristobulus brought Agrippa into ill terms 
with him. Agrippa, known to be in great favor, 
was solicited by the people of Damascus to be on 
their side, as the Damascenes were in dispute with 
the Sidonians about their limits ; and Flaccus was 
about to hear the cause between them. Agrippa 
was promised a large sum of money, so he was very 
zealous in favor of the Damascenes. 

" Aristobulus got intelligence of this promise of 
money, and accused Agrippa to Flaccus. The 
matter was examined, and not denied by the ac- 
cused, and the result was, that Agrippa was rejected 
from the number of friends. He left Flaccus, and, 
reduced tp the utmost extremity of want, went to 
Ptolemais to sail for Italy if he could have found the 
means. Here, however, he was fortunately assisted 
by his freedman, Marsya, who borrowed of ano- 
ther freedman ; whereupon, he went «to Anthedon, 
and took shipping, and was on the point of sailing, 
when Herennius Capito, Procurator of Jamnia, sent 
a band of soldiers to demand 300,000 drachmae of 
silver, which Agrippa owed to Caesar's treasury 
10* 
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while he was in Rome, and so forced him to stay— 
at least he pretended he would remain ; but when 
night came on, the cables were cut, and the vessel 
sailed for Alexandria. Arriving, Agrippa would 
have borrowed 200,000 drachmae of Alexander the 
Alabarch of the Jews there — but he refused to lend 
it. At this, Agrippa was nearly in despair, but I 
consoled him by every argument, and entreated his 
forbearance, till I should myself endeavor to borrow 
it. I went to the Alabarch — represented our great _ 
necessity, and hopes of future better fortunes. In 
short, I need not state more than that I succeeded — 
the Alabarch took my promise to repay the sum, half 
of which he lent then, and promising the residue ; 
but withholding half, apprehensive that Agrippa 
might not be careful in expending. He plainly told 
this to him, with many kind remarks on the strong 
proofs of affection I had shown this dear and amiable 
husband, whose tenderness to me was indeed always 
unvaried. But here it was absolutely requisite that, 
for the present, we should part — he to proceed to 
Italy in the vessel, and I to Judea with our children. 
I arrived in safety with them, and from time to time 
heard from Agrippa. When at Puetoli, he wrote to 
Tiberius Caesar, who then lived at Caprae — telling 
the emperor he was come so far on a visit, and de- 
siring that ha would give him leave to go over to 
Caprae ; to which Caesar consented, and received 
him kindly. The next day, however, there came a 
letter from Herennius Capito, to inform him that 
Agrippa had borrowed from, the treasury 300,000 
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drachmae, and when asked payment, ran away, like 
a fugitive, out of his government— putting it out of 
his power to get the money from him. This disturbed 
and made Caesar angry, and he gave orders that 
Agrippa should not come into his presence till he 
had paid the debt, 

"Agrippa now entreated his mother's and his own 
friend, Antonia, the mother of Germanicus and the 
present Emperor Claudius, to lend him those 300,000 
drachmae-^that he might not be deprived of the 
friendship of Tiberius ; so from the metnory of the 
former affectionate friendship subsisting between 
his mother, Bernice, and herself, and out of regard 
to his education, together with Claudius, she lent 
Agrippa the money — and upon payment of the debt, 
there was no farther disagreement with the emperor, 
and he recommended him particularly to his grand- 
son, Tiberius, junior, and ordered that he should 
always accompany him when he went abroad. But 
from the exceedingly kind reception by Antonia, 
and his personal regard, he rather paid his respects 
to Caius, her grandson, who by reason of the good- 
will borne to his father, was a public favorite and in 
high reputation. 

From Thallus, a freedman of Caesar, Agrippa 
borrowed a million of drachmae, and paid his debt 
to Antonia — and by spending abundantly, in paying 
court to Caius, he became a person of great author- 
ity with him. While their friendship was at a great 
height, and they 'were gayly enjoying a drive in a 
chariot together, the conversation turned to the sub- 
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ject of Tiberius — when Agrippa prayed c that Ti- 
berii|$ might soon go off the stage, and leave the 
government to Caius — who was in every respect 
more worthy of it.' Now the freedman of Agrippa, 
who drove the chariot, heard these words— and *at 
that time said nothing; but when Agrippa after- 
wards accused him of theft, to a considerable extent, 
of his ' garments — which was, true — he ran away 
from him — and when brought before Piso, the go- 
vernor of the city, and asked * why he ran away V 
he replied, 'that he had something to communicate 
to Caesar, that tended to his security and preserva- 
tion. 9 So Piso bou rid and sent him to Caprae. 
But Tiberius, according to his usual dilatory habits 
in all affairs, kept him still in bonds. So much was 
he a delayer, that he did not admit ambassadors 
quickly, — and no successors were despatched away 
to be governors or procurators of the provinces — 
that had been formerly sent, unless-they Tvere dead; 
whence it was, that he was so negligent in hearing 
the causes of his prisoners. And when his friends 
inquired the reason of such delay, he said, * that he 
delayed to hear ambassadors, lest upon their quick 
dismission, others should be appointed to return upon 
him, and so he should bring trouble upon himself, 
in their public reception and dismission. That he 
permitted those governors, who had been sent once 
to their governments, to stay there awhile, out of 
regard to the subjects that were under him — for that 
all governors are naturally disposed to get as much 
as they can, and that those who are not to fix there, 
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and uncertain when they may be. removed-— do die 
more inordinately hurry themselves to fleece the peo- 
ple ; but if long continued in their government, they 
are at last satiated with their spoils, and become less 
sharp in their pillaging.. He compared the matter to 
the poor wounded man, about whom the flies swarm- 
ed-— and when his friends would have driven then " 
away, he prayed them not, because those about him 
were satisfied — but fresh ones would distress him 
more, because famishing. And with regard to the 
xauses of prisoners, he would delay, because imme- 
diate death to those condemned to die, would .be an 
alleviation to their present misery, while the wicked 
wretches did not desire any such favor.' On this 
account it was, that the freedman of Agrippaxould 
not obtain a hearing, and still was kept in prison. 
Some time after, the emperor came from Caprae to 
Tusculanium, which you know is about an, hun- 
dred furlongs from Rome. Agrippa then desired of 
Antonia, that she would procure a hearing for the 
prisoner, let the matter be what it would whereof 
he was to be accused. Antonia was very highly 
esteemed by Tiberius, from her relationship, and for 
her eminent virtue and chastity : -still young, she 
continued the widow of his brother Prusus. She had 
also been a great benefactor to Tiberiu?, when a 
dangerous plot was laid against him by Sejanus, a 
general of the army in high authority : she wrote 
by her most faithful servant, Pallas, informing Ti- 
berius of the plot, who slew Sejanus and his con* 
federates ; therefore he had still greater cause to re- 
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gard her, and placed much confidence in her— -sd 
when she desired of him, that the freedman of 
.Agrippa should be examined, he answered, * If in- 
deed the prisoner has falsely accused Agrippa, he 
hath had sufficient punishment already ; if hot un- 
true, let Agrippa have a care, lest out of desire of 
punishing his freedman, he rather bring punishment 
on himself.' Shortly after, as Tiberius lay at his 
ease after dinner, on his sedan, and was carried 
about, Antonia walking by the sedan — while his 
grandson Caius, and Agrippa, were before him — 
she begged the emperor to call the freedman, and 
have him examined. He answered, ' O Antcmia, 
I am moved by thy prayers to do what I am going 
to do, not by my own inclination.' He then or- 
dered Macro, who succeeded Sejanus, to bring the 
prisoner, which was accordingly done. Tiberius 
^asked the man, ' what he had to say against him, 
who had set htm at liberty V upon which* the pri- 
soner informed him what Agrippa had said in the 
chariot. Tiberius, with a scornful look, believed 
him, and commanded Macro to bind Agrippa, saying 
to him, c Btnd this man, 9 and proceeded in silence 
round the hippodrome. Macro not supposing the 
emperor could mean Agrippa, paused, to ask more 
plainly which he was to bind ? Therefore, when 
Caesar had gone the round, he found Agrippa stand- 
ing, and exclaimed, ' For certain, Macro, this is the 
man I meant to have bound; 9 and when Macro 
still asked * which V he replied, ' Agrippa. 9 Upon 
which Agrippa pleaded, but the emperor owed him 
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ill-will r for paying court to Caius instead of young 
Tiberius ; and it was in vain that Agrippa reminded 
him of being brought up with his eon — for he was 
led bound, even in his purple garments. It was 
very hot weather, and .they had but little wine with 
their meal, so that Agrippa was very thirsty, and in 
a soft of agony, from great agitation, taking this 
jisage very impatiently. Hia friends dared not to do 
aught against the emperor's order, therefore ; neither 
could Antpnia or Caius, at that moment. While 
thus suffering, a slave of Caius approached, bearing 
water in a vessel. Agrippa begged him for some, 
which after heartily drinking, he said, 'Boy, this 
service shall be for thy advantage, 9 — and, Zerah, he 
was as good as bis word, for Agrippa freed Thau- 
mastes, who at this moment stands near him, and 
he will be with us till death, and afterwards, if our 
children will be as kind to him as we are. But to 
proceed : while Agrippa stood in his bonds before 
the palace, with many others also in bonds, he 
leaned against a tree upon which sat an otcl. A 
German, who was bound, asked a soldieT c who 
the man in purple was V and when informed that 
his name was Agrippa, and by nation a Jew, and 
one of the principal of that nation, he asked leave 
of the soldier, to whom he was bound — this being 
the custom of Tiberius — to let him go nearer and 
speak to him, for he waited to inquire some things 
of him relative to his country — which liberty he ob- 
tained, and said to Agrippa, by an interpreter — 
' that it could not be that Agrippa should continue 
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long ifc his bond«h~ but fce Would soon be promoted 
to the highest dignity and power, and would he 
happy and envied. < But/ be added, 'do tkra 
remember, when thou sespt this fttrlagain, that them 
itUt not fit* fiot day 9 afar.' Agrippa laughed at the 
tine, bat events followed which produced a very 
serious recollection of those words. The German 
then asked him, ( when released from bondage to 
remember Ana, 9 which be promised to do; Antonia 
tried to move Tiberius to pardon Agrippa alto* 
gether, imputing the freedman's words to his re- 
venge for having been accused, though justly, of 
theft ; hut sfee could only obtain, that he should 
have his friends and freedmen to see him* Silas 
brought him food and took the kindest cake of him* 
placing garments under him to lie upon— Macro 
and the soldiers permitting these indulgences ; and 
thus be continued for six months, when Tiberius 
fell sick at Caprae. While ill, and not knowing but 
the issue might be death, he prayed the god% by 
some signal, to designate which of the two, young 
Tiberius or Caius, he should appoint his successor. 
Being, however, desirous to leave it to his son's 
son, Tiberius, but fixed in his mind, that the em- 
pire should be left to him who .should first come 
the following day, he ordered his man, Euodas, to 
bring young Tiberius and Caius to him. As soon 
a3 it was day, he bid Euodas ' call in that child 
who should be ready.' So he went out and found 
Caius before the door, for Tiberius staid waiting for 
his breakfast. Euodas, not knowing then what his 
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lord intended, said "to Caius, c Thy father calls for 
thee,' and brought him in. As soon as Tiberius' 
saw himj he grieved, but yielded to what he con- 
ceived to be divine appointment : still in his heart 
he feared that the young Tiberius would be' de- - 
stroyed — at>d strove to avert it when addressing 
Caius, but did not succeed-*— for Caius cut him off 
in the result of* his being appointed successor. In 
a few days the emperor died — the third emperor of 
the Romans as you know — &nd many were the mi- 
series brought upon the people. Tiberius was easily 
inflamed with passion, and his anger was irrevo- 
cable ; and though his hatred was usually without 
cause, he made death the penalty for the slightest 
offences, and the Romans rejoiced at his death. 
One ptf Agrippa's freedmen ran to tell him the 
glad tidings, saying, with a nod, in Hebrew, 'the 
lion is dead.' Agrippa wished him all sorts of hap- 
piness if the news was true, thanking him heartily ; 
and by their manner and joy, they gave the centu- 
rion over him a suspicion that something unusual 
and favorable had occurred. When Agrippa told 
him, he rejoiced equally with his prisoner — indeed he 
had become his friend, and after Agrippa had taken 
his bath, gave him an excellent supper ; but in the 
midst, a person came hastily and said, ' Tiberius 
was still living.' This caused trouble and appre- 
hension in. the centurion, who reproved, Agrippa, 
and bound him- again, but the next day letters came 
from Caius to the senate, and he ordered that 
Agrippa should be sent out of the camp back to 

11 



122 ZEE&H, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

his own house, though pretending, as it were, still 
to keep him in custody ; but as soon as Caius came 
to Rome, and had brought the body of Tiberius, 
and made a sumptuous funeral for him, he would 
that day have set Agrippa at liberty, — but Antonia 
dissuaded him from so doing, lest men should 
say, he received the death of Tiberius with plea- 
sure, when he loosed one immediately, whom .Ti- 
berius had bound. But, in a few days, Caius sent 
for him, and while he changed his iron chain for 
one of gold, and equal weight— appointed him kijig 
of the tetrarchy of Philip— put a diadem, upon his 
head, and also gave him the tetrarchy of Lysanias, 
in promise, — showing him the most distinguished 
honors. 

"After a while Agrippa requested leave to sail 
home, which was granted, promising the eihperor 
to return to Rome. And you will believe, Zerah, 
that 1 met my King Agrippa with inexpressible 
delight. He settled the affairs of his government, 
being joyfully received by his countrymen. And 
now within the limits of the temple at Jerusalem, 
over the treasury, he hung the golden chain that. 
Caius gave in exchange for the iron of equal weight 
which bound his royal hands, in memorial of his 
changed fate-r-demonstrating that the greatest pros- 
perity may fall, or adversity rise again to illus- 
trious dignity. But," continued the queen after a 
moment's pause, "our happiness was materially 
interrupted by the conduct of Agrippa's sister, Hero- 
dias, who, jealous of the superior present fortune of 
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her brother, excited Herod, her husband, to sail to 
Rome and court equal honors with him who had 
ohceiived upon their charity, - This envy was dis- 
coverable to us, but we endeavored by every act of 
friendship and affection, to prove our gratitude for 
former kindness, and. give evidence of our sincere 
good will. Herod, from love of ease, and foresee- 
ing the trouble he should have at Rome, tried to 
instruct his wife better : — he pointed out the mani- 
fest difficulties, &c, but he- tried in vain — her am- 
bition could not rest, and the more he opposed the 
more she persisted in fabricating many things against 
Agrippa* for the confirmation of which they departed 
for Rome. But Agrippa discovered, the whole of 
their designs* and despatched one of his freedmen to 
Rome, to carry -presents to the emperor, and letters 
against Herod. The man arrived so soon that he 
presented his letters while Herod was speaking to 
Caius at Baiae. Caius read the letters, after sa- 
luting Herod, which accused him of being in con- 
federacy against his government with Artabanes, 
King of Parthia. In confirmation of which, he al- 
leged that Herod had armament for 70,000 men. 
Caius was moved at this, and demanded of Herod if 
it were true ? He could by no evasion deny the fact, 
which the emperor took for sufficient evidence that 
he was not-unjustly charged, and as proof that he 
intended to revolt. 

"Caius immediately took from him his tetrarchy, 
gave it to Agrippa, and banished him to Lyons, a 
city in Gaul. Prom this there could be no appeal ; 
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but when Caius found that his wife Herodias was 
sister to Agrippa, he made her a present of what 
money was her own, saying, 'It was her brother 
who prevented her being put under the same cala- 
mity with her husband.' To which she replied, 
c Thou indeed, O eraperof ! attest after a magni- 
ficent manner, and as becomes thyself, in offering ; 
but the kindness I have for my husband hinders 
me from partaking the -favor of your gift ; for- it is 
not just that I, who have been a partaker in his 
prosperity, should forsake him in his misfortunes.' 

" Caius was angry, and sent her with Herod, not 
displeased with her proof of attachment, but with the 
proud refusal of money, and gave her estate there- 
upon to Agrippa. She was thus punished for her 
inordinate ambition and envy of her brother. But 
he generously made such arrangements as supplied 
them abundantly in their banishment/ in addition to 
such means as they contrived to collect. 
. "For two years. Caius acted, in public affairs with 
moderation, then by degrees became what you have 
witnessed, Zerah. Agrippa and myself went to 
Rome from the emperor's repeated desire for his 
society, and there remained ; but his very best 
friends became disgusted and fearful of him, and 
the terrible end of his wickedness we have awfully 
beheld. You now are acquainted with the cause of 
Agrippa's disorder, when beholding, as he thought 
at first, the ill-omened bird; for he cannot deny, nor 
do 1 deny, that the words of the German made a 
deep and permanent impression upon both our 
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minds, from the speedy completion of the first part 
of his prediction." . 

: The queen ceased, and Zerah respectfully thanked 
her for the interesting relation he had beard, but he 
earnestly strove to banish from her thoughts the 
superstition which gave, to birds, and omens, and 
soothsayers, power to cause disturbing impressions. 
She heard him in silence, but he observed at all 
times the most iptense examination of every ap- 
proaching bird, both previous to their arriving at 
Jerusalem and afterward. 



11» 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Almost too overpowering was the fond meeting 
of Zer^h and his aged parents. His tear-bedewed 
eyes seemed to search for the figure of hex who was 
not. " Rachel 1" he involuntarily exclaimed, while 
his mother drew him again to her tender bosom*- 
He wept upon it, and immediately prayed for the 
influence of that Holy Spirit, which, breathing 
peace, made him look forward to their eternal re- 
union, purified from all the dross of earthly passion 
through Him whose divine lips had said, "TAey 
should be as the angels of heaven, who believed in him— 
though in heaven there is no marrying, nor being given 
in marriage." 

Zerah again privately associated with the disci- 
ples of Christ, both in and out of Jerusalem, and 
longed publicly to join them, could he h&ve done it 
consistently with the binding vow to his parents ; 
yet was he more and more confirmed in his present 
faith, astonished hoyv his countrymen could act the 
strangely inconsistent part of persecuting so cruelly 
those who expressed that faith, while fAeyhad, even 
to death, resisted the imposition of Caius, refusing to 
erect his effigies in the temple of the living God ! 
and by their devout zeal had even turned the heart 
of the man sent to compel pbedience, inducing him 
to aid their resistance of such a sacrilege ; yet these 
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very men refused to accredit the Messiah, who in 
every point fully answered prophetic description, 
proving his divinity by doing artiong them such 
works as man never did— deeds which divinity alone 
could manifest — words, purity, glorious evidence so 
complete that only the wilfully blind, he thought, 
could refuse their worship. And O ! how his heart 
yearned to embrace those of his countrymen who 
truly were Christians! His feelings toward them 
were soon to be tried in the most exciting manner. 
King Agrippa, always his steady friend, would have 
invested him with some distinguished office, but he 
preferred, on every account, but more especially 
because of his future intentions, not to be entangled 
with public affairs. The king was exceedingly 
beneficent and liberal-minded, and still to many made 
large donations, as in earlier days. His temper 
was mild and equable, humane to foreigners, gen- 
tle and compassionate— yet not*, to please the Jews, 
he persecuted Christians. The Church had for 
some time enjoyed a calm at Jerusalem, where the 
Apostle Paul, to avoid persecution from which he 
was obliged to fly, had "staid fifteen days with 
Peter." After Paul's departure, Peter remained. 

And now, in timd to celebrate the passover and 
be inaugurated in his kingdom, had King Agrippa 
arrived. The Jews, who were ever on the watch 
for opportunity to show hatred to the Christians, 
besought King Agrippa to assist in falling upon 
them, especially such as were most conspicuous and 
influential among the devoted followers of the cm- 
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eified Nasarene ; and to gratify them at this time 
in particular, he consented. James the Great, the' 
brother of John, was made a chief sacrifice, a leader 
and governor of the Church being more acceptable 
to the Jews than a multitude- of. more common 
Christians. After this "they proceeded to seize 
Peter, and put him in prison under four quaternions 
of soldiers," for as it was -then' the time of the 
passover, they waited till it was ovfer before again 
shedding blood. 

In these transactions Zerah dared not interfere ; 
but he grievously lamented while these things were 
doing, and frequently spent whole nights with the 
afflicted disciples, who had abundant cause for 
apprehending every wound which envenomed malice 
could invent. 

It was on the night succeeding the day on which 
Peter was seized, that Zerah was staying at the 
house of John Mark, where those assembled to- 
gether held long and painful conversation 1 with 
their host, upon the martyrdom c*f Stephen and 
James, dreading the fate also -of the energetic 
Peter. After a melancholy pause, they separated 
for the purpose of a little repose. All things re- 
mained in stillness till about the middle of the night, 
when a knocking was heard at the door, alarming 
to those witbin. The young maiden who served 
as domestic went to see who might be there. A 
scream was heard— she rushed back, affirming in 
terror that " it was Peter's ghost." The master of 
the. house instantly appeared, and Zerah sprung 
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up — they went to see who really hail knoeked, 
when most joyfully they admitted Peter himself, 
whom they had supposed fast bound inprison, un- 
der the strongly-appointed guard * Surprise and 
ecstasy filled* the bosoms of the -family, as they 
gathered round him, beholding his animated counJ 
tenance, radiant from the feelings stirring within 
his own grateful bosom. "Where are those strong 
chains that bound thee?" eagerly asked Zerah. 
" Where the many soldiers who" watched the im- 
penetrable prison doors 1" inquired his gladdened 
host, -who grasped, his' hand. Peter impressively 
replied, " I. was asleep between the soldiers, some . 
one touched my side, and in the kindest manner, 
yet with command, bid me * arise.' My chains 
fell off, as though but sjlken threads. My keepers 
slept — and, as I thought, a vision bid me fold my 
garments round me and follow. I followed. : The 
prison doors noiselessly opened, when behold ! it 
was no vision of night slumber, for the angel of the 
Lord was present to my waking senses; He led 
me safe beyond the city gates, and lo ! I am with 
my friends." " Yet," said Mark, anxiously, "though 
with thy friends indeed, who wonder and rejoice 
with praise to God for the preservation of his ser- 
vant, this is no abiding place of safety, my brother ; 
therefore, after needful refreshment, depart for one 
affording better security, as the Holy Spirit shall 
direct thee." Peter soon departed, and Zerah 
begged to accompany htm part of the way he should 
determine to go. Most edifying to the young 
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man was the encouraging conversation of the re- 
vered apostle, who with zeal charged him to " con- 
tinue firm in, the faith, and to he always watchful, lest 
the tempter should find some avenue to his h6art, 
and heguile him into sin — even the* sin of apostacy ; 
for when triea\ * we are but mortals,' as, alas ! I 
proved. What tears of contrition have I shed for 
that momentary weakness — when feat caused me 
to deny. Him, who now in glory beholds my un- 
wavering devotion— knows that' neither bonds nor 
death in any form> could again shake my faith in his 
imparted strength, and never-ceasing favor. Even 
now am I proving that he can, in any peril, make a 
way to escape. But, Zerah^ the strong affections of 
nature plead for dear ones, from whom / must 
part — ifty wife, my daughter,, remain where peril 
it, and but by stealth can 1 for a long time to cpme 
see them. I know in whose arm, in whose mighty 
power, they trust ; but while 1 trust also, I feel that 
man, as a free agent, may select as he judges best, 
an earthly point of safety for himself and his family 
depending upon his judgment and love, under hea- 
ven's, and only be doing his proper duty, leaving 
the result to God. This point I must consider, but 
in the mean time, may I solicit your friendly guar- 
dianship, so far as personal safety at present per- 
mits ? Will you try to save them from our ruthless 
foes ? I will return to the old resort near the city, 
and from thence, once more, see them at home, 
before my long journey. Can you bring me word 
in three days of their welfare, or "-= He paused. 
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" Say to them, that their Lord and my Lord hath 
royraculously preserved me." Zerah cheerfully 
promised, for he rejoiced to he in any manner in* 
strumental in serving one of Christ's apostles. He 
returned by another course $o the city, to avoid the 
probability of meeting any pursuer of Peter, who. 
might be suspected of seeking the dwelling of Mark, 
and whose questions would have been dangerous* 
when applied to one who would die sooner than be 
guilty of.falsehood. 

Beaching the city, he hea^d of every group the 
wonderful escape of Peter. The keepers of the 
prison, how amazed and agitated, when they found 
the doors fast I and though they were .put to death 
for supposed negligence, still the general astonish- 
ment remained. But those who conversed with 
Zerah, gave praise where only it was due, and their 
confidence in the Lord was thus increased. Ze- 
rah imparted to his parents that night, the mirac- 
ulous tale, and while relating it, hoped they might, 
by reflecting upon it, see the hand of the Lord, and 
his promise fulfilled of " being with them even unto the 
end." But JZerah's father and mother were aged 
people, and every matter, save old established 
practices and habits, passed as it were like shadows ; 
they experienced, therefore, no change in their 
hearts from Judaism — felt not the seal of salvation 
upon their souls, although they failed not to ac- 
knowledge that Peter's escape was full of wonder ; 
they felt it not as their son desired. Ardently loving 
him, they listened to his words, but certainly con* 
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sidered him under the delusions of enthusiasm. 
Often did he turn to the prophets, and pointing 
to their predictions, strove to persuade them, and 
besought their attention to the perfect fulfilment in 
Christ. — In vain ! they only listened to that sub- 
ject because Zerah spoke— listened! to his voice 
when accompanying the "silver sounds" of his 
psaltery, but not to the sense of his Christian 
breathings, such as 

Ofeed not on ashes, deceive not those hearts, 

He hath come who delivers the soul, 
The J^ord of our promise — Ghrist Jesus — imparts 

Salvation, from pole unto pole. 
Hail ! all creation, the Saviour revealed, . 

Iramanuel! mercy! and power! • - 

Thee, glorious Redeemer, my strength and\ my shield, 

Sole refuge in life's mortal hour. 

Thou hast come, thou art gone,— the " first and the last" 

Led captivity captive for men ; 
'^The oath that was^sworn," by the mighty, the vast ! 

By Himse\f I that redemption's great plan, 
From the ends of the earth, should save and restore, 

To Him every knee humbly bow ; 
The tongue surely say — ' tie the Lord I addre, 

My Saviour, Jehovah, art Thou. 
The oath is fulfilled — hath " not empty .returned ;" 

Behold ! who confesseth the Lord, 
By faith and by works, the truth hath discerned j 

Who denieth ! — I mourn their record. 

" O why will ye die 3" Shall blindness still veil 

The word in the volume divine 1 
. See ye not the Iqng-promised 7 His glories prevail 

Before you, around you they shine ; 
In miracles— mercies — ineffable grace, 

Jehovah and Jesus are one ; 
The spirit descending, hath bid thee embrace, 

Salvation ! O Israel's son. 
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Zerah'fr visit to the dwelling of Peter, afforded 
the consolation it was calculated to produce ; hut 
he urged his wife and the anxious Petronilla not 
to he alarmed if many days elapsed before they saw 
him. The youth lost no time in repairing to Peter's 
place of concealment, to whom he brought com* 
fort. It was arranged that he should return and 
accompany the husbatad and - father, taking the 
eaWiest suitable opportunity for paying the farewell 
visit. 

Zerah had of late, when at the court of King 
Agrippa* who generally. resided at Jerusalem, seen 
with much concern, that the : excellent queen's 
health was rapidly declining, while the king seemed 
fearful of speaking upon the subject, as though he 
dreaded thereby a more decided confirmation of 
his painful apprehensions. Both these royal per- 
sonages were exceedingly careful in observing the 
lam of their country. Agrippa, therefore, did not 
suffer any day to pass without its appointed sacri- 
fice — yet once, while absent at Cesarea, he was 
accused by a person of not living holily, in an as- 
sembly gathered together. This was told the king 
by his general. Agrippa sent for the man, whose 
same was Simon, and when before him, said in a 
low and gentle voice, ** What is there done in- this 
ptyse contrary to the law 1" Simon had no reply, 
but begged the king's pardon. " Agrippa esteemed 
mildness in great men, more than passion." He 
made Simon a small present, and dismissed him. 
Yet was his temper tried by the increasing arro- 

12 
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gance of Silas, his general of horse, who, from his 
before noticed faithfulness during the vicissitudes 
of Agrippa's life, insisted upon making himself 
equal with the king — indeed, would nowhere suffer 
the king to sit as superior, incessantly reminding 
him of the severity of the misfortunes he had un- 
dergone, by way of proving the ^eal with which he 
Had served him. At last, he was so annoying on 
one particular occasion, that 'the king, worried into 
a passion, not giving time for consideration, dis* 
missed him as general of horse, and sent him in 
bonds to his own country. But his anger soon 
wore off, and left his judgment free ; he remem- 
bered his many faithful services and labors for big 
sake, and took the opportunity, when solemnizing 
his birthday, to send for Silas to be one of his 
guests : but he was a very frank man, and thought 
he had now a just handle given him lobe angry, 
which he could not conceal from those who came 
for him, but said, "What honor is this the king 
invites me to? which I conclude ^will soon be over, 
for the king hath not let me keep the original 
marks of the goodwill I bore him — which I once 
had from him, but he }iath plundered me, and that 
unjustly. Does be think that I can leave off that 
liberty of speeeh, which, upon the consciousness 
of my deserts, I shall use more freely than before? 
and relate how many labors I have undergone for 
him, whereby I procured deliverance and respect ; 
as a reward for which, I have borne the hardship of 
bonds and imprisonment ? I shall never forget this 
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usage, nay, perhaps ihy rcry soul, when it is de- 
parted out of my body, will not forget the glorious 
acts I did on his account," He ordered the mes- 
senger to tell this clamour to the king, who per- 
ceiving that Silas was incurable in his folly, suffered 
him to remain where he was a while longer. The 
queen urged Agrippa to indulge his old friend and 
speedily release him, with choice to approach the 
court or not, as inclination prompted — while Zerah, 
who regarded Silas, missed him, although he fre- 
quently bad felt indignant at the insufferable intru- 
sion of his boasting manner. Still the old soldier's 
other qualities had, in .a great degree, endeared him 
to the young man, of whom he was very fond, and 
sought his society ; he therefore said what became 
kirn to Agrippa, in behalf of his faithful general. 

It was now that Peter, accompanied by his watch- 
ful companion, approached his own dwelling, and 
with apparent safety. They arrived, and most 
tenderiy was the apostle embraced by those so 
dear to him: Zerah was much affected by their sub- 
sequent expression of gratitude^ apd the gratefully 
eloquent look he received from Peter, told all that 
was felt, in the bosom of the husband and father. 
It was proposed by the devoted wife that they 
should at once depart with him to Pontus, where 
he designed to go and preach, that she with their 
daughter might minister to his comfort ; but for the 
present he desired them to remain, on account of the 
tender years of Petronilla. Her beauty, so very 
conspicuous, would probably have created danger 
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which all the tenderness of parents, in their pre- 
dicament, perhaps could not avert. Appealing to 
Zerah, and relying upon his vigilance, with full 
confidence Peter committed them to his care, till a 
safe removal could be devised ; for notwithstanding 
what the apostle himself had experienced, he deemed 
that Jerusalem was at that moment, with secluded 
watchfulness,* the most secure abode for .his wife 
and daughter. - - ' 

Zerah accepted the delegated trust, and left them 
to finish iheir domestic plans, while he. went out to 
see that no interruption broke in upon them. 

Scarcely had a few minutes passed when a man 
from a neighboring concealment rushed toward him, 
exclaiming, -" I have you now, Z*rah ! take u Jew's 
vengeance, thou dastardly Christian — thou hast not 
the courage to avow thyself, and suffer with the 
sect. Now all court favor cannot save thee from 
the completion of my revenge ; it has been so far 
feasted by thy mental torture, the fate of Racket ! 
and now shall thy body perish. I can bring proof 
that in secret Zerah is a Christian) that he spends 
bis time with .Christians; but in public shall the 
vile apostate be punished.'' * 

He called, and several men approached to seize 
their intended victim. Zerah felt that "self-de- 
fence was a law of nature" not- to be resisted ; his 
strength was great, and he well defended himself 
with a short club with which he was armed by way 
of preparation for any attack upon Peter. 
. Sanballad, perceiving thalt his companions were 
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be&ten ott, furiously made a spring to seize him ; 
be had nearly done so, when Zerah swung his arm 
above his head, and the club descended with effec- 
tual force upon the head of his fierce antagonist, 
who fell before his associates. They stood in 
speechless alarm, looking at the fallen. " Bear 
away that assassin's body or I shall call my friends, 
who are near and powerful — raise him up instantly, 
and away with ye all." He turned from them, but 
not hastily, and before out of hearing heard one 
of the„men say, "He stiffens;" another, "he is 
dead!" 

To have actually killed Sanballad was not de- 
sired by Zerah; therefore whatever might be the 
result of the blow he bad given, his conscience 
acquitted him,. for he had not sought to revenge 
the former barbarity of Sanballad, and acted but in 
self-preservation. When he re-entered the house 
of Peter, his hands trembled, by reason of his ex- 
treme agitatiop. The family immediately observed 
this, and anxiously inquired the cause. He re- 
lated what had occurred, and much solicitude it 
occasioned. 

Petronilla wept and trembled with apprehension, 
as over the shoulder of her mother she had listened, 
and looked at the expressive and admirable counte- 
nance of the pushed, though usually pale, Zerah. 
His bright eyes and noble forehead spoke lofty 
courage, while his lip, now slightly tremulous, 
evinced his sensibility, as he said, lowering his 
voice, "I may have killed him!" After a short 
12* 
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pause he added, >" Be that as it may, permit me, 
though most unwilling to shorten the time of 
remaining together, to propose that this interview 
should terminate. Those blood-thirsty men may 
be here, and should they find who is again within, 
ht will surely be sacrificed. King Agrippa is at 
Cesarea, and khowing that with all his clemency he 
winks at the destruction of Christians to favor the 
Jews,, though he doe» not always command their 
destruction, no mercy will' be shown." 

The apostle m meek silence embraced his wife, 
and was about to fold to his paternal bosom his 
•beloved child, when a rush at the door savagely 
told who was there. Zerah besought Peter to 
retreat by the back door, and it was implored by his 
wife and daughter that Zerah would go with him.' 
They concluded that when the people entered, and 
only found females, they would retire at least 
till day. v 

Many men now entered. They roughly asked 
for Zerah. " He is not here,*' was the reply. "We 
shall see," replied the leader. They searched the 
house, then angrily returning, the same man loudly 
called out, " He killed Sanballad, and we will have 
blood for blood." 

■ "Why," humbly said Petronilla, " should Zerah 
now have sought Sanballad to slay him, when so 
many former opportunities, it would seem, were 
more fit for the deed 1 It may be," she unguard- 
edly added, "that Zerah's life was sought, $nd he 
but defended himself." 
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" Ha !" exclaimed the man, " has the Witch of 
Endor been hfere, damsel 1 How else could you 
have heard what has in very, truth just, happened 1 
I should not betray this, but you will presently 1>e 
put out of the way of , telling this, against me. 
Come you to prison, if the 8tone~gatherer$ will let 
you and your Christian mother reach the. prison 
doors. Come, take up your crost! for him you 
serve — see if angels will help jou, as the foolish sol- 
diers pretend they did Peter, when he slipped by 
• them out of prison." 

"Yet," said another of the men, " the outside 
guard Bwear thai neither of them slept, nor left 
their post; and the keeper within swore that to 
escape while he had the 4eys was impossible, the 
prisoner heavily bound with chains, and all things 
there but him ; and so I say, never let these wo- 
men have that sort of chance, away with them at 
once." - • 

They were dragging the helpless ones away, 
when Peter and Zerah, who had- gone no farther 
than to a recess, the door of which was unperceived 
by the searchers, and who could.no longer endure 
the scene, appeared, calling, " Release your hold, 
and leave the house." This they heeded not — 
only that as they went forth others entered to se- 
cure Peter and Zerah. As it happened, they did 
not personally know Peter, and Zerah boldly com- 
manded forbearance in the whole matter, charging 
them to " take him to the king, and his companions 
with him, and at their peril to do aught against the 
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women they had so inhumanly torn from home at 
such an hour. Appealing to be taken before Agrip* 
pa, they need not apprehend." But all were deaf 
to his words, and promises, and urgent assurances 
that neither themselves nor the women whom they 
now joined would attempt espape. So they did not 
bind, but watched them. 

And now -as drawing, toward day the multitude 
increased. Zerah entreated Peter to conceal his 
face, because the occasional torch-light gleamed 
upon it, urging that to discover himself would only - 
aggravate the danger to those he loved. His wife 
bore up in dignified, firm, and calm demeanor ; but 
the youthful Petronilla, almost fainting, was only 
kept from it by the supporting arm of her mother, 
and that of Zerah clasped round her waist. 

Every moment the crowd increased, and the 
fearful words, " Stone them ! stone them !" " slay 
the Christians!" sounded in their ears a death- 
warrant. A circle was made, and the victims sur- 
rounded. Tauntingly they exclaimed, " The Lord 
will .help you." And one of the chief said to 
Peter's wife, " WilLyoti deny Him that helped your 
husband 1" 

"Never," was. the rfcply, "The Lord Jesus 
Christ will receive my soul, as the Martyr Ste- 
phen's, whom ye slew." l . 

" We shall see, woman;" 

Murmuring threats, and vociferated abuse in turns 
were heard. The apostle comforted, and exhorted his 
wife-— for she was now aware that the persecutors 
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only delayed her fate till they had collected stones 
to cast upon her. "Remember, beloved wife," said 
the exceedingly agitated Peter, " to die is the ine- 
vitable end of mortal existence — to die well, un- 
speakably blessed — to die for Jesus, everlasting 
beatitude and glory ! . Rest assured that the Lord 
ttill sustain you if it his will, his divine appointment 
not* to call yon to his kingdom of heaven ! If to re- 
lease you from the cruel, that isequally in his power." 
" But," she replied in agony, " our child I" 
" Fear not for thy child." And Zerah pressed 
the mother's band — " She shall escape if God per- 
mits, and strength and courage serve. me." 
- The pepple, who bad now collected stones for 
their horrid purpose, approached to the circle; a 
momentary cessation of their outcries ensued. Peter 
would have rushed before his wife, but she said, 
4t In the name of oyr Lord, our divine Master, I 
beseech you sHU to serve him upon earth, ^and 
leave me to hu support / Peter, my husband, I 
already experience it— behold I meet my ia^rderers." 
She sprang forward, leaving Petronilla in the charge 
of Zerah, upon whom she cast pne look of maternal 
affection, then cried out, " Unhappy Jews, why will 
ye add to your condemnation, in destroying those of 
your nation who cannot, dare not close tbeir eyes 
to truth ! O spare yourselves, for your destruction 
will be the soul I Mine you cannot destroy, for it is 
in the keeping of the LpRD of life. I pray that the 
dreadful malediction ye tailed down upon your- 
selves, x c HU blood be upon us 9 and upon our child- 
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ren,* may not be awfully verified : destroy no more 
of the followers of the true Messiah." 

The people rushed upon the helpless woman— 
they closed around Jber. With one arm Zerah 
forcibly drew Peter away, who for a moment, aa 
forcibly withstood him. ' But "she dies ! she dies !" 
was heard, as heavily the stones fell.- "And now" 
for the others, 9 ' resounded through the crowd. 
This contributed to assist Zetah in withdrawing the 
almost palsied; lingering husband. He whispered, 
while continuing to drag him from the spot, "Pe- 
troniUa will perish— fly for life !_ 1 will bear her to 
the palace, for the queen is not at Cesarea, and will 
protect her." With agonized feelings the apostle 
hasted away, and Petronilla* nearly insensible, was 
borne toward the palace. 
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CHAPTER IX. * 

Such was the present state of the queen's health, 
that she had a very considerable difficulty in breath- 
ing ; and often, during the night, sat up the greatest 
part .of it, or only reclined occasionally upon her 
couch. For some time this restlessness and distress 
of breathing h$d caused much uneasiness. Some- 
times, hep female attendants Tead to her; and not 
unftequently one of them, who had a pleasing voice, 
would sing, and so' endeavor to lull ber to sleep. 
At this moment Zerah « arrived with Petronilla, be- 
wildered with terror. She was kindly received %s a 
distressed female— (bro\ight by one known to be m 
favor with the king and queen)— by a person hastily 
summoned of her own sex. A pause of the sweet 
singer in the. queen's apartment, caused her to hear 
unusual sounds below, and she desired the damsel 
to cease. Louder sounds were heard more distant, 
though apparently retreating ; but while these were 
less and less distinct, those in the palace, though of 
a suppressed kind, as if striving to avoid rather than 
create. disturbance, gave evidence of something out 
of the common order of quiet at such a time. The 
queen raised herself on her couch, and told one of 
her attendants to inquire if the king had arrived. 
She soon returned, informing her that Zerah was in 
the palace, having brought with him a maiden who 



144 ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

seemed in sad distress or sickness. " Tell Zerah," 
said the queen, " to come to this apartment, and 
bring the maiden, for some'' exceedingly powerful 
cause could alone i^duce^ him to be here in such 
circumstances and ^t such an hour." In a few 
miriutes, after Zerah had in some -degree composed 
the agitated Petroniila, and prevailed with her at 
once to throw herself upon the queen's compassion, 
and beg her protection} they entered her apartmefit. 
Respectfully they bowed. * "Agrippa's benevolent 
queen will surely grant us a boon," said Zerab. "Life 
for my mother," mournfully asked the humbly bend- 
ing Petroniila; " and," continued Zerah, * c protect 
(ton, noble Qqeen, for this gentle being, whose own 

life has scarcely been preserved from"-* "Prom 

whom or what,"' inquired the queen ; " and how 
at this hour, when men should sleep, comes dis* 
. turbance ?" Petroniila ventured timidly to answer. 
* c l owe niy existence, gracious Queen, to Zerab, 
who would have saved us all— my mother!— my 
father ! — had not those unholy men lifted their cruel 
hands against them : .for oh, I fear, too late J plead 
with thee for their lives now! And surely this 
brave young man will never see another setting 
sun, unless the king and queen command his safety, 
for they will accuse him also of" 

Zerah interrupted her, apprehending that she 
would innocently commit herself, which, in presence 
of so' many, would be highly dangerous ; he there- 
fore begged leave to state in few. words, u That 
Sanballad, always his inveterate foe since he wedded 
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the deceased Rachel, bad that night baaely as- 
saulted him— with many companions to assist in 
taking his life; and when violently assaulted by 
Sanballad, he had given him a blow in self-defence, 
which, from what ensued, had probably killed him : 
for the house of his friends, which he afterwards 
entered, was rudely beset, and they were dragged 
out with brutal treatment, tauntings and mockery, 
and finally, this inoffensive maiden's mother stoned. 
Her father not having power to prevent it, confided 
his child to my care ; and from the horrid scene, I 
bring her to sue for protection where the. unfortu- 
nate and suffering are ever heard and generously 
relieved." 

*'Nor," answered the queen, " will she for whom 
you plead, disprove your favorable opinion of me. 
Approach, maiden, secure in my protection. One 
question I must, .however, ask : are you of the 
Christian sect V 9 Petronilla looked at Zerah. She 
trembled, but read in his eyes? and in her own pure 
conscience,, the answer to be given, whatever might 
be the consequences, " I am one of the Christian 
sect" The queen was touched ; the magnanimity, 
— the whole appearance of Petronilla,— interested 
her extremely. And while the attending females 
shrunk from a nearer approach to any thing so stig- 
matized and under ban, the queen kindly beckoned 
her to come nearer. The maiden did so. "Will 
you not be afraid to avow publicly what you have just 
declared, poor child, when it is to be feared that one 
or both of your parents have paid the full penalty, 
13 
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for being of those deluded people?" HI am not 
afraid/' meekly answered Petronilla, *' for those pa- 
rents taught me the words of Jesus,. — * He tltat de- 
nieth me, him also will I deny in the day of judgment? 
therefore, as ' / know that my Redeemer liteth ' by 
every infallible proof, I cannot deny him." " Judith," 
said the queen to the youngest of the attendants, 
who was the singer, "retire with this damsel, and 
see that she has refreshment ; but if the heart 
is too suffering to allow of partaking sustenance, 
prepare a couch, at least, to repose her limbs in 
quiet. In the morning, Zerah, come to us, and We 
will devise what is best to be done : but give me 
her name." — " Petronilla." . With grateful acknow- 
ledgments they departed. 

The hour came to hear the queen's determination. 
With heartfelt satisfaction the queen's command 
was made known to the anxious young people. 
Petronilla was to remain among the female attend- 
ants of the queen till Agrippa returned from Ce- 
sarea, which, in the course of that day, he did. 
Much was he grieved to find that the queen's ma- 
lady hful become more apparently dangerous even 
since his short absence. He noticed the beautiful 
stranger among her ladies, but supposing that she 
was one in addition, required to relieve the increased 
duties of the rest, made no inquiries at that time. 
But hearing that a tumult had been made, and 
some Christians sacrificed to the vengeance of the 
Jews, he desired to have full information ; and was 
rather displeased, although greatly countenancing 
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their suppression, that the multitude should so 
very often take upon themselves exclusively the 
infliction of capital punishment: for it was his favorite 
practice to make criminals, as gladiator*, destroy 
each other for public spectacle. In the late in* 
stance, however, he found that the only victim had 
been the wife of Peter* who had so singularly been 
released from prison : and when told of her astonish- 
ing conduct at the time, when surrounded by her 
destroyers, he deeply mused, and then left the as- 
sembled persons, who were in waiting for various 
purposes, and sought retirement. 

When Zerah waited upon the king, he asked, 
" bow it happened that he had been guilty of mur- 
der, many witnesses being ready to depose against 
him for killing Sanballad? Moreover, that he was 
found at Peter's house, — had assisted htm again to 
make his escape, and finally, had somewhere con- 
cealed his young daughter, who, like her deceased 
mother, was a Christian." Zerah, with the elevated 
eye of truth, replied, " My band, O King Agrippa, 
was indeed lifted against Sanballad, but only in ab- 
solute self-defence of life. He, with his -band of 
determined assassins, would have murdered me, 
and, I confess, very near the dwelling of Peter and 
his family. My life was sought by Sanballad, 
beeause I became the husband of her he loved ; but 
as Rachel preferred him not, the, ruthless man 
wickedly and barbarously revenged the slight, and 
tortured me by soon causing her death, through 
pretence of zeal against, the Christians. He had 
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sworn, also, to complete his vindictive .malice by 
taking my life, when it suited his purpose.' 9 

" I am wholly satisfied," promptly said the king ; 
"eye for eye, tooth for tooth, life for life, is but the 
lav, though not exactly in due course this time ; 
still I freely pardon you, Zerah : and had you sought 
his life, and taken it, after his cruel proceedings, 
should likewise have pardoned,, and truly I much 
wonder at your forbearance. Where is the damsel 
I heard off — " She is under the protection of the 
queen, where I presumed to place her safe from 
outrage, till your pleasure should be known." — 
" She, then, . is a Christian," resumed the king, 
looking fixedly at him ; " consequently, your deed 
is only an act of charity ; for you, as one of Judah's 
sons, cannot have any thoughts of warmer nature* 
I mean plainly, you think not of. this maiden to fill 
the. place of Rachel. Tell me, is she the lovely 
damsel I beheld this morning in attendance with 
the women of the queen 1 if so, well might a young 
shan be her protector in danger." Zerah blushed 
deeply as he answered, " The same, King Agrippa." 
There was no opportunity for continued remark, 
had he been equal to it ; for he apprehended that 
the king might have proceeded to say, that to pro- 
tect a Christian in his palace, would be highly in- 
consistent with his previous compliance in favor of 
the Jewish persecution of the Christians, and then 
what would be the fate of Petronilla ? The en- 
trance of the queen's- physician prevented continu- 
ation of the subject. He came to announce, " that 



ZERAH, THE RELIEVING JEW. 149 

a rapid change for the worse had appeared in his 
royal patient, and apprehended that a short period 
of existence only remained for her I" Agrippa was 
exceedingly moved by this mournful intelligence ; 
he turned to Zerah and said, " I must lose no time 
in sending for my daughters. Benricfc is near at 
hand. Drusilla and Mariamne ! O, let all once 
more behold their dying mother. Go and give 
orders instantly." Zerah informed those of the 
king's household of his command. Sincerely he 
loved and revpred the queen; and more than ever 
at this moment felt what an irreparable loss would 
be her kind friendship, which, in the event of her 
death, would preclude all hope for Petronilla, to 
whom he was sure that friendship would be ex* 
tended — certainly so far as to shelter- the hapless 
girl from savage murderers I Full of anxious soli* 
citude, he now sought the secret retreat near the 
city, where he conjectured the bereaved Peter would 
wait for information of his daughter ; and there he 
found him, fasting and praying for strength to enable 
him to bear mare calmly his sore affliction. With 
emotion he embraced Zerah,' and exclaimed, " Fe- 
tronilla /" — " She is safe, and with the queen."—. 
" Doth the queen know her faUh?" eagerly inquired 
the father. " She does ; for Petronilla would not 
deny it when the queen questioned her," "She 
will, then, whatever may be her earthly trials, live 
forever in the kingdom of Christ. The Holt 
Spirit guides, apd she will resemble her who " -i. » ■ 
He clasped his hands— paused a ndoment; tears 
13* 
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fell fast. " Go, my son," he faintly said, " the Lord 
*also be with you. Words could but poofrly declare 
the gratitude I feel for all that/ you have done, and 
yet may have to do." Again he paused. "My 
way is Pontus, where I shall preach Christ cru- 
cified, and spread his power of salvation." As he 
concluded, all languor appeared absorbed in renewed 
strength ; h\a figure seemed to expand, while every 
feature expressed the trust he experienced, for the 
power of the Holt Ghost was upon him. Zerah, 
with profound veneration, saw that the man was 
subdued ; but the Christian stood in sublimity before 
him. 

Zerah went home to cheer his parents, who be- 
came most distressingly anxious whenever he was 
long out of sight, even though assured of his favor 
at court. He related all that had occurred. They 
interrupted him while speaking of Sanballad's death, 
with rejoicing, that there could now be no possible 
danger to apprehend from him. " Yet," said Zerah, 
* I would rather he should have died by any other 
hand than mine, though sensible that the blow was 
not guided by revenge." " But," asked his mother, 
"what will become of the maiden Petronilla, when 
the good queen dies 1 — say, my child, should she be 
in danger again ?" " Bring her to us, Zerah," said 
the kind old man ; " there is your Rachel's apart- 
ment, with every thing in it, for the damsel's use 
and comfort." "And I," exclaimed the fond mo- 
ther, " will be her mother for your sake, my son. 
Tou saved the poor maiden's life, and must feel 
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toward her as a brother." Zerah pressed a hand of 
each. " Be it so, my dear father and mother, if 
necessity require it, till she can be in safety else- 
where with kindred." He retired to the apartment 
of Rachel*— he wept— he kneeled where she had 
often done ; he prayed ferventlyj and returned com- 
posed to the society of his -parents. 

News was circulated that the queen must ere 
long cease to live, for she every day became worse : 
and soon the amiable, queen, wife, and friend most 
faithful— died. King Agrippa was indeed a sincere 
mourner, and so mourned her children: The young 
Agrippa was at Rome, the other son, Drusus, died 
in very early youth. In due time, the king received 
a visit from Zerah, as from one who loved the de- 
ceased. Petronilla was among the ladies of the 
queen's household : not yet had tfte royal pleasure 
been made knoifn to them, as to being removed to 
their families. Petronilla had, thus far, found at 
least external civility, because of the queen's dis- 
tinguished favor, and Bernice desired to take her 
in attendance now upon herself; but upon being 
privately informed that she had confessed herself 
to be a Chrittian, Bernice would not draw upon 
herself the public odium of being her protrectress. 
Petronilla, therefore^ was dismissed, but not un- 
kindly, and many arguments were made use of to 
induce her to forego her new faith, that she might 
receive distinguished marks of favor from Bernice, 
greater even than the late queen would have con* 
ferred upon her. To every argument or induce- 
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ment ahe gave a mild negative, and then was told 
to leave the palace. ; She turned, looking round 
her, much embarrassed — her. seeking eyes saw no 
protector ; indeed, the countenance of every young 
Jewess was averted — except that of the sweet 
singer; that maiden alone felt compassion; and, 
after making some request of Bernice, she ap- 
proached Petronilla, and accompanied her out of 
the apartment. At the door these two youthful 
figures /stood, apparently at a loss how to pro- 
ceed, or what to do ; they might belaid to per- 
sonify Innocence and Pity — neither spoke. JSoon, 
to their infinite relief, Zerah came toward them. 
" I see," he said without inquiry, " that you again 
need a protector, gentle Petronilla j will you allow 
me to place you among your friends ?" He dared 
not be more explicit then, for obvious reasons ; 
persecution would know where to find its victim — 
and from former suspicions of his own faith being 
changed, he would not incur the risk of. any witness 
that his intention was to take her to his own home, 
because an inference might be drawn that he fa- 
vored a Christian a second time, which would be 
fraught with danger every way to both. Most 
gratefully Petronilla accepted his offer of conduct- 
ing her to friends. And now the maidens separated, 
but not before kind wishes were reciprocated, It 
was an hour so near mid-day, that Zerah appre- 
hended danger to his lovely companion, on the way 
to his father's : he hesitated in proceeding, when 
they had reached the palace gates, which she per*- 
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ccived, and in a low voice said, " If, Zerah, there is 
any danger to you, in leading me onward, tell me, I 
pray you, and 1 will endeavor alone to find the way 
to my father's house.' 9 " There would be great peril 
in the attempt," he replied ; " allowing that you 
reached it in safety, it would be the first thought of 
your enemies to look for you there ; pardon me there- 
fore for saying, that you must not attempt it. There 
is on the other side of these gates, an uninhabited 
house, for the owner, my particular friend; is absent, 
and if you will remain there alone, till night, I can 
then more safely conduct you where you will be 
with those, whose kind nature is such, that they will 
cherish, and keep you in peace, so long as circum- 
stances prevent your being with kindred— or your 
father directs your stay among my kindred, even my 
father and mother." " Your parents 1 I thank the 
mercy of God ! yes, Zerah, I will stay in the empty 
dwelling till you shall call to take me thence ; but, 
O be cautious, for the sake of those dear parents, 
nor risk coming' for me one moment too soon/' They 
passed the gates, they thought unnoticed — and go- 
ing to the private entrance of his friend's house, 
Zerah applied a key, which enabled them to enter. 
He now took her to one of the apartments, and after 
a short conversation upon the character of the ex- 
cellent friend, whose dwelling he thus made free 
with, he deemed it prudent to return to the palace, 
from which circumstance, any thoughts would be 
done away which might arise in the minds of ene- 
mies who would be on the watch ; besides) it was 
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absolutely requisite that he should procure suste- 
nance for Petronilla, with which he promised, 
speedily as might be, do retarn. 

After re-entering the palace, he remained, among 
others, in attendance upon the king, sufficiently long 
not to appear to have any engagement elsewhere of 
importance. He then procured the best he could 
conveniently carry for the refreshment of his lovely 
and confiding prisoner, who received him with many 
gratefully expressed thanks. When he had dis- 
played the slight banquet, half playfully he said- 
he must assist her to get through the large provision 
he had made, which was abundant, as his good will 
and contrivance could make, however simple. In- 
ducing her to taste food by partaking a little with 
her; she gave him the- satisfaction of seeing her 
attempt it, in some degree. Again he took leave of 
her, with the comforting assurance that in a few 
hours she would be in safety and quiet. 

The dwelling of Jllemeth, the friend of Zerah 
from infancy, was thought of with the joy of security 
by the young map. Alemeth was a noble cha- 
racter : he needed only the crowning brightness, 
namely, Christianity, to complete its perfection ; but 
he was proud of Judaism, and he scorned, the Roman 
power, so far as thoughts and words might scorn — 
resolving to embrace the very first opportunity of 
bearing arms against Rome, wherever he might be 
stationed. * His father was powerful, and upheld 
the Sanhedrim with his whole interest, consequently 
a stem, inflexible; and persecuting foe of Christians. 
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Alemeth had for some time' been at Alexandria, 
learning the art of war, and ready to join his coun- 
trymen in arms, had Claudius then acted toward 
them as his predecessor, Caiutf. He still, however, 
looked forward to resistance and ultimate freedom, 
with the enthusiasm of military youth, beholding 
the mighty strength of -Roman bonds finally yield- 
ing to the prowess of Israel. Abishai, the father of 
Alemeth, was descended from that brave Abishai, 
one of the three valiant men who broke through the 
host of Philistines, and drew water out of -the well 
at Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it to 
King David, in the cave of Adullam, where, suffer* 
ing from extreme thirst, he called out, " O that one 
would give me drink of the well of Bethlehem, that 
is by the gate." Formidable was the risk they run, 
yet when the warriors brought the precious draught 
for their beloved king, he looked upon them with 
affectionate gratitude-— then uplifting his eyes to 
heaven, poured it out to the Lord, as an offering for 
preserving the lives of his servants, who, to gratify him, 
had jeopardized those lives. Abishai was the bro- 
ther of Joab, and slew, when he lifted his spear, 
three hundred of the foe. His descendants appeared 
to have inherited his bravery, for Abishai had, on 
every occasion, displayed that quality. He saw with 
pride Alemeth's fire, daring spirit, and devotedness 
to his country, and indulged him in every way likely 
to feed the flame — that, should the desired moment 
arrive to emancipate from the Roman, he might be 
one of the distinguished conquerors. Abishai looked 
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for the Messiah to come u with power," and restore 
Jerusalem ; but truly, the Messiah had proved to 
him "a stumbling block" as an unbelieving Jew — 
and as truly to the Greeks of the same description, 
"foolishness" He was offended at the lowly, humble 
meekness of Jesus, and the ignominious death of 
the cross* Not reading right in the scriptures be- 
fore him the characteristics describing the Saviour, 
" blindness prevailed^" but all was duly fulfilled — 
destruction and dispersion. . Yet still they look for 
him, who uas with us. Abishai had been among 
the most eager to take the life of Peter, after that of 
James the Great, and if, by any means, he could 
make himself master of Peter's person, much would he 
have rejoiced.^ He had been among those, also, who 
caused the death of Peter's wife, but was not near 
enough, through the crowd and darkness, to be cer- 
tain of seeing the apostle, though he assuredly saw 
Zerah support some female ; but in the confusion 
of an enraged multitude, presently lost sight of him* 
and merely supposed that humanity induced atten- 
tion to, perhaps, a fainting person ; for never would 
he have.supposed that Zerah was about to place the 
daughter of Peter in the care of the q ueen. The 
matter passed from his thoughts ; and finding that 
the royal pardon had been extended to Zerah, in 
the matter of self-defence against Sanballad, was 
glad that this most highly regarded friend of his 
son had passed through such a peril. Since the 
death of Rachel, who was, he knew, accused of being 
a Christian convert, and perished in consequence — 
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he conceived there was no influence likely to con- 
vert him, (admitting that it was not merely accusa- 
tion and suspicion, with regard to Rachel,) and on 
every other point, the young Zerah stood well in his 
opinion* 

There were shortly to assemble at Jerusalem se- 
veral neighboring kings dn a visit to Agrippa, which 
visit was delayed on account of the death of the 
queen ; but so soon as he could recover a greater 
degree of composure, the illustrious guests were to 
come. Preparations were making generally for 
this event. Abishai made his, and had written 
for Alemeth to be present with him at court, and 
to see the shows at Cesarea, in honor* of Clau- 
dius the Emperor ; whence be should go to Rome, 
unless he preferred to return to Alexandria ; be- 
sides, being very fond of his son, he desired much 
to see him, and resolved himself to put Alemeth's 
house in order, that it might be handsomely ready 
to receive him. His own permanent residence 
wad at Cesarea, and when at Jerusalem, he made 
his home with his wife ? s father ; with whom, since 
a widower, the daughters of Abishai resided, ac- 
cording to his wish, — and highly gratifying to 
the young women, as motherless, was this arrange- 
ment, which gave them the opportunity also of 
cheering the declining years of their grandfather 
and grandmother. ^ 

Unfortunately for Zerah and Petronilla, the in- 
tention of seeing to his son's house, and previously 
14 - 
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going over it, was put in practice that day; and 
when the door of the apartment was opened, Petro- 
nilla believed that Zerah was returned to impart" 
gome information, and rose from her seat to meet him, 
hastily brushing away tears, for she wept for her 
mother's fate. Abishai started, as though he beheld 
a beautiful vision, and as he advanced she drew back, 
perceiving a stranger ; hut on his drawing nearer still, 
she held down her blushing, half-averted face. In- 
stantly powerful passion was depicted in his coun- 
tenance, as strongly marked as when in former 
days the elders beheld the fait Susannah. " Who 
are you, lovely damsel 1 and how in this solitary 
house V 9 " Misfortune has placed me here for a few 
hours; when they are past, 1 shall no longer in- 
trude." "Such beauty is privileged to be every 
where." He folded her in his arms — he pressed 
her lips. Her repulses compelled him to desist 
from a repetition of the insult, while she involun- 
tarily exclaimed, "Jesus, Lord of life, save me !" 
" Ha ! maiden, do you pronounce your own condem- 
nation t but too lovely, young Christian, are you 
for the common fate of your sect — 1 will place you 
in a more cheerful apartment than this. In the 
mean time, till I can arrange to remove you to it* 
even to Cesarea, I must hide you from all eyes but 
my own. Be not refractory, for my will is law, and 
you shall be in private as much a Christian as you 
please." 
Petronilla stood like a living statue — she made no 
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reply, and awfully felt her powerless situation— she 
could not expect succor, as Zerah would not be with 
her till evening, 

Abishai said impatiently, " Did you hear me, 
maiden 1" j3he how fixed her bright and penetrat- 
ing eyes upon him, and calmly answered, " I heard 
you, and now presume to ask, uho is acting a part 
so very unbecoming his years, and by what right 
doeB he speak of hiding a person over whom he has 
no control 1" " Thou simple child, I have control, 
you see, by what I can do. Come at once— be pas- 
sive — to andther room, for the few hours you confess 
you were to remain in this house, and I will pro- 
mise you a pretty gilded cage, my Christian pri- 
soner, where no harm shall happen — come !" He 
passed his arm round her waist, forcibly withdraw- 
ing her from the apartment, while she resisted. He 
inquired, " Why so averse to quitting this room V* 
"Because," she faintly replied, "a friend may w — . 
"And who may that be? One thing you must 
hear— had you still been a Jewess religiously, instead 
of only by descent, I might have permitted your 
departure ; nay, would have conveyed you to your 
friends : but now, never shall you see them ! — there 
is no indignity in any treatment you— an apostate-* 
can receive ! / am your only friend, and no man 
shall dare to take /.you from me." Saying these 
words, the terrified Petronilla was taken out of the 
room. 

When evening came, Zerah, who had prepared 
bis father and pleased mother for receiving. Petro- 
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nilla, left them, and reached the house of Alemeth, 
never doubting but that she was precisely where he 
expected to find her. He was therefore, greatly 
surprised to see several doors of other apartments 
open, and in one of them a lamp burning, near to- 
which sat a man apparently examining the head of 
an ancient spear. 

Zerah paused, for he -knew not which way to 
turn : he dared not ask for Petronilla of that person, 
for he discovered the features of Abisbai as he 
turned round, and then rose from his seat. Zerah was 
about retiring to wait for Abishai's probably quick 
departure — for it might be that he had not seen 
Petronilla — his desire of returning was frustrated by 
hearing his own name pronounced, and "What 
brings you here 1 Did you expect already to find 
Alemeth at home V 9 

Zerah,. who had no certain information that his 
friend was immediately looked for from Alexandria, 
though he supposed his father might have urged his 
quick return to Jerusalem, on account of being pre- 
sent at the approaching kingly visits, &c», was at 
first unable to make a reply. He hesitated, became 
confused, and Abishai at a glance discovered who 
was the friend to whom the young maiden alluded, 
and he smiled malignantly, yet continued to speak. 
" You appear unusually taciturn, Zerah, must I 
repeat my question ?" 

Zerah aroused himself : " Perjnit me to ask you 
a question ; are you here in expectation of my dear 
friend's speedy arrival ? w . 
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"I am, Zerah, and. have twice been here this 
day, desirous of giving orders relative to that speedy 
arrival ; bul now we will close the doors, for night 
*is coming upon us. I was curiously examining an 
old spear-head, which has been in my family a 
very long time."' 

"Probably," answered Zerah, approaching to 
look at it, though scarcely knowing what he said or 
did, or whether to hasten or retard the departure of 
Abishai, fearful that if he went, the entrance by 
which he now got in, as when with Petronilla in 
the morning, might be securely closed before leav- 
ing the house-— and how then could he re-enter and 
remove Petronilla 1 " Probably," he repeated, after 
continuing his examination of the spear-head, "it is 
the same weapon your mighty and renowned an- 
cestor used when by King David's side he per- 
formed suoh deeds of valor." 

"We think so, indeed are. sure it is the very 
same." He reached forth his hand, took it from 
the young man's not very steady hand, and depo* 
sited the relic in a cabinet— then led the way out 
of the apartment. 

Zerah stopped, and in the strongest tones he 
could command, ventured to ask, "if he had seen 
any person during either of his two visits there % 
for as he had occasionally used the private en- 
trance, as Abishai must observe he had at present 
done, others of Alemeth*s friends might do the 
same 1" " I saw no man either time," was the 
reply. "Come, we will prevent the entrance of 
14* 
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every friend's private key just now, by slipping the 
bolt." He looked fixedly at Zerah, and resolved 
that, however dear to Aleineth, his friend should 
not snatch from him the beautiful prize in his pos- 
session. 

For a few minutes they proceeded together in the 
street, when Zerah took leave, and apparently went 
homewards. Abishai did the same — safe in the cer- 
tainty of having secreted the maiden in alow vaulted 
room, placing therein a couch, small lamp, and suffi- 
cient delicate provisions and water to sustain her, 
even for several days, if he found it inexpedient to 
take her away, — however frequently he might visit 
her. He, therefore, really went home. Not so, Ze- 
rah, who, full of agitating solicitude, returned to 
Alemeth's house, determined in some manner to 
make an eutrance, .and hereafter explain the cause 
to Alemeth. And now through a window he broke 
in, and knowing the habitable ropras, sought his way 
till he came to that in which he left Petronilla. Not 
there ! He called, but no answer was returned* t Hk 
anxiety became insupportable. " Where, where can 
the desolate maiden have gone?" he wildly ex- 
claimed — " O what may be her dreadful situation 1" 
Exhausted, he stood bewildered with conjectures. 

The night was now far advanced, and aware that 
bis parents watched till his return to them, and that 
their fears would probably create illness to one or 
both, he thought of going for a few minutes to ex- 
plain,. and would then do as they might advise, or 
his thoughts suggest. In crossing a paved gallery, 
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in order to reach the shattered window, in a paroxysm 
of despair he stamped violently, exclaiming, " Pe- 
tronilla, Petronilla, thou art lost ! gone, gone !" He 
paused, when he fancied that a feeble sound carrie 
as from beneath, as if a slight blow was struck 
against the spot on which he stood. He stamped 
again, and the sounds were repeated. And now a 
ray of hope pictured that Petronilla had fled from 
the risk of being seen, when she heard strange foot- 
steps, or had a glimpse of an intruder, and hid herself 
in some Fault beneath. He cast himself down, put 
his face to the pavement, and called her name re- 
peatedly. The slight blow was again heard, and 
more distinctly, but he could not hear a voice in 
reply to his own. He now called out, " Zerah is 
come !" Another signal gave him clearly to under- 
stand that he was heard, and he doubted not of Pe- 
tronilla being below : but how to find the way to her 
in such total darkaeas, was the immediate difficulty. 
He thought he was acquainted wholly with the pre- 
mises, not knowing, however, of any vault such as 
Petronilla was likely to discover for a place of con- 
cealment. A short time he reflected, went back to the , 
room in which was the cabinet, and took the lamp 
from the table, for the purpose of lighting it in some 
manner ; and now going to that cabinet, he felt about 
for the old spear-head, and in so doing laid his hand 
upon a large key. Instantly he struck them together, 
some sparks were produced, but still his lamp re- 
mained in darkness. It now occurred that the key 
might assist in opening some door probably closed, 
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and throwing back the spfear-head, he turned away. 
To favor him, the moon rose and enabled him, 
though indistinctly, to * proceed somewhat quicker, 
and again he reached the 1 spot where he had heard 
such encouraging sounds ; and here the moon's rays 
were more fully admitted by a small window, and 
he saw, immediately opposite, a door. It was closed. 
He applied the key, and to his great satisfaction it 
opened the door. Proceeding, he descended several 
wide flat steps, and stood upon a small platform, from 
which double the number of steps and more steep 
than the former continued, till reaching a second 
platform, he saw * another door in the centre of a 
square wall. He was about to try the key again, 
but in his haste dropped it ; yet as Petronilla now 
answered to his eager inquiry, "if she indeed was 
there ?" supposing she was now at liberty, he beg- - 
ged her instantly to come to him. To his astonish- 
ment and dismay, she made answer " that she oould 
not, being locked in." 

Grieved and exceedingly perplexed, he stooped to 
find the key, which no doubt was that which could 
release her, but it had fallen into a sort of groove 
by the door, and he could only touchy without the 
means of regaining it. What was to be done 1 was 
the question : liad he brought the spear-head, that 
might have assisted in recovering the key. The 
hope was communicated to Petronilla, who he beg- 
ged calmly to wait a few minute?. From the cabinet 
he again snatched the spear-head, and returning 
with it, soon contrived to raise the important key, 
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which opened the door. In the joy of release 
from so miserable a state of mental and bodily 
suffering} Petronilla's head fell upon the bosom of 
Zerah. , He tenderly pressed her to it, and then 
in silence assisted her in ascending ; carefully fast- 
ening each door, and replacing the spear-head and 
key in the cabinet, leaving the lamp in its former 
place, so that all things appeared as if no person 
had been there. The window escape placed them 
outside the house. A short delay was necessary to 
try and'restore it to. something like its former state ; 
and then they proceeded rapidly, but by a circuitous 
way, to his home, where safely arrived, his anxious 
parents admitted them, and hastily closed the door. 
The mother of Zerah seemed to take a second 
Rachel to her heart, while the father embraced 
his son. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Petronilla was visited the next day. Flushed 
with anger and furiously disappointed, Abishai left 
the house of AJtemeth. He knew not by what 
means to recover his prey, not even having the 
knowledge of her name. He naturally suspected 
Zerah, from what occurred of having liberated the 
maiden,' yet he could not either privately or pub- 
licly make inquiries : his only course was to watch 
Zerah narrowly, and so trace the concealment of 
her he was resolved to recover, whatever pains or 
cost might ensue from the attempt. 

Zerah and Abishai met at the palace, and in 
order to make surfc of conversation,. the latter took 
with him the spear-head beneath his garment, which 
he thought might, in some way, occasion Zerah to 
commit himself. Accordingly, while King Agrippa 
was making some military observation to Zerah, 
but during a slight pause, Abishai advanced, and 
in a courtier's address, saluted the king, and joined 
the conversation in his usual spirited manner.. Pre- 
sently the moment suited to produce the spear-head^ 
when he fastened his eyes upon Zerah, with a 
scrutiny that he could not possiWy misunderstand, 
implying suspicions connected with their last meet- 
ing in Alemeth's house ; but the young man be- 
trayed no emotion while encountering this ezami- 
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nation, and gave attention to the immediate remarks 
of Abishai upon the formation of that ancient war- 
like weapon, and "whether Agrippa thought an 
improvement made by the somewhat different one 
in present use4"" " Truly," answered the king, " I 
should like to have three hundred men resembling 
him who bore this spear for my choice guard. And, 
Abishai, as your brave son Alemeth loves a war- 
rior's panoply, let him engage three hundred youths, 
himself their leader, and their spears like this: 
What say you ? They will add effect and splendour 
to our appearance when my brother kings assem- 
ble." " Alemeth," somewhat slowly said Abishai, 
" is now hourly expected, and, to please the king, 
will gladly do as he is pleased to desire, which is the 
same as to command^ and will not Zerah be his 
friend's second officer life has before examined 
this spear-head, but as the lamp burned somewhat 
feebly when he was so. engaged, daylight will give 
a clearer yiew of its workmanship." The king 
turned to some person in. waiting, when Abishai, 
looking fiercely and scornfully, continued speaking, 
. though in. a lower tone. " Perhaps a second view 
by lamp light was sufficient. Deny not, young man, 
that you again entered Alemeth's house after we 
parted." Before a reply could be made, the king 
called Zerah, and walking together from the pre- 
sence chamber, Abishai was ungratified in his ex- 
pectation of confusing, and possibly implicating, 
Zerah, so as to convict him of harboring a Christian. 
The arrival of Alemeth was indeed a comfort — a 
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delight to his friend, and the meeting reciprocally 
affectionate. Zerah informed his family, and in 
terms of unusual animation, that the effect of this 
dear friend's return seemed as new life to him; And 
Petronilla looked at the amiable young man with 
that kind and tender interest, which his pleasure or 
suffering excited in all with whom he lived on terms 
of intimacy. Their eyes met : when casting down 
hers, a blush overspread her sweet face, while his 
own cheek was suffused ; and the heart beat more 
rapidly, as the sudden thought of Rachel's simi- 
lar expression agitated him. Does Petronilla love 
me 1 was the mental question. Petronilla did love 
him as the preserver of her life. Her youthful favor 
dwelt upon the excellency of his character; and 
she felt that she could give her life, if needful, to 
gave his. The same their faith, they worshipped 
together-— conversed upon their Divine Master's 
earthly sojourn — his acts of mercy — his mighty 
power, yet inimitable humility and perfection— 
their determination to follow, with all diligence, his 
precepts and his example, so far as finite nature 
might attain. Petronilla had^eenthe Lord heal 
her " mother's mother when she lay sick of a fever" 
as they thought, sick unto death; The child then 
adored with warmest gratitude, soon ripening into 
faith, which now was her vitality. Zerah had told 
her, that he only forbore making public confession 
on account of his parents ; and she loved those dear 
old parents with almost a daughter's love, repaying 
their guardian care. with every mark of affectionate 
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veneration* Often did the old people say to each 
other, that she must indeed become their child j for- 
getting that she only waited convenient opportunity 
in the course of a yefcr to join her father, and minister 
to his comfort, so much needed in his toils. And 
as the custom was every way sanctioned for females 
of their near kindred to accompany the apostles in 
their devious journeyings, so Peter's daughter de- 
signed, when a little older, with her father's per- 
mission, to dedicate herself to him. At this time, 
however, there was great risk of bestowing her 
affections upon Zerah, as he felt toward her a con- 
sciousness that if she loved, he could fold her to his 
bosom, with almost the same glowing ardor as 
when he first loved. The innocence, beauty, and 
evident regard of this dear inmate of his family, 
prompted hopes that might be realized, of obtaining 
the consent of her father ; and yet her manner 
toward hini was perhaps only the result of grateful 
sentiment, inspired by a deep sense of obligation. 
Repeatedly she had inquired, " who he supposed 
was the person she met at his friend's house'; and 
if Zef&h thought that she was likely again to see 
one whose conduct altogether caused a fearful re- 
membrance,- — dreading such an event V 9 And here 
evasion was kindness : he always answered, *i that 
so many were the friends of Alemeth and his father, 
that it would be difficult to ascertain which among 
them she had seen ; but rejoicing to find by her 
description, that no one of Alemeth's young friends 
had dared to insult her, he recommended that she 
15 



170 ZEftAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

should banish every recollection of the circumstance, 
especially as the matter coming to the knowledge 
of Memeth, would annoy, and very likely cause 
him to make inquiries, better let alone on every 
account. That the person was an intimate friend 
of his father's, there was no doubt, or he would not 
have known so well the secrets of the house." His 
own thoughts of th§ subject were disturbing. Much 
he longed to impart to Alemeth, all he felt relative 
to Petronilla, but had not yet the resolution ; for he 
knew his aversion to the very name of Christian*, 
considering them as overturning the law-; therefore 
he hesitated to disclose his hopes. Sincerity scorns 
deception ; arid between friends there can be no 
partial disclosures. Zerah feared, however, lest 
Alemeth, who, on account of his Jewish prejudice, 
could take no other interest in Petronilla than in 
consideration of his interest, might deem it best for 
his friend not to be entangled a second time in such 
danger, both as to temporal and eternal advantage ; 
and possibly might think the least sacrifice would 
be, to give up the maiden, not to cruel destroyers, 
but to her friends, and separate at once. 

Great magnificence was now exhibited in the re- 
ception of the assembled kings at the Palace : An- 
tiochus, of Comirtagena, and the King of Emesa ; 
Cotys, King of Lesser Armenia ; the King of Pontas; 
as also Herod his brother, King of Chalcis. After 
various entertainments, it was Agrippa's order for 
public spectacle, that criminals guilty of death 
should, in combat, as gladiators, destroy each other. 
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And this be considered humane ; because it spared 
the lives of other men who would be trained for the 
purpose, bui for this* practice. 

Young Alemeth and Zerah had selected their com- 
panions from among the noblest of Judea— the three 
hundred armed with the Abishai spears. This band 
appeared ready to do such deeds ad their forefathers, 
and, doubtless, had such order been issued, would 
have sprung forward in revolt — piercing the Roman 
eagle, which they yet hoped to do with glorious sue* 
cess before their setting sun of life. It was not in na- 
ture to produce a more noble specimen of exquisite, 
youthful, manly proportion, lofty bearing, military 
ardor, and beauty of countenance, than Alemeth 
presented, as he suddenly entered the dwelling of 
Zerah, bearing tidings, " that King Agrippa had just 
received a messenger, who brought word that Mar- 
cus, the President of Syria, was coming to Jerusa- 
lem; and Agrippa commanded his whole court, 
and especially the newly- appointed guards, to es- 
cort him seven leagues out of the city to meet the 
President : and he was likewise to be accompanied 
by the royal persons then at the palace, to do all 
honor to Marcus." This information he uttered 
with hurried animation, when, as he finished the 
last sentence, the beautiful Petronilla met his sight 
about to withdraw 7 — but without passing him she 
eould not, for he scarcely stood within the door, 
being in haste to engage Zerah for the expedition. 
Alemeth gazed as though he had not seen any being 
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so surpassingly attractive, while she stood rather 
abashed. He seemed, by a look, to 'solicit intro- 
duction to. this apparent inmate. 

Zerah would not, or did not, understand the look, 
but instantly declared he was reatfy to join their 
band within the hour; — "Say, my Captain, will 
that be iu military time?" — "Perfectly* Zerah; 
our display cannot be despised." — "Yet Romans 
sjnile when our N swords are drawn*, or spears present- 
ed, Alemeth." Alemeth's face flushed with mo- 
mentary displeasure. " The day may come when 
Jerusalem shall triumph." Zerah sighed. Aleiheth, 
bowing to Petronilla, with much gallantry said, 
" Methinks I never should sigh in the presence of 
such bliss-inspiring influence." Petronilla blushed, 
and for an instant raised her eyes to those of him 
destined to read her heart. The young soldier irre- 
sistibly dwelt upon the now downcast face— -glanced 
over her lovely figure—then looked at Zerah, and, 
smiling, said, "Be punctual." As his friend de- 
parted, Zerah drew near to Petronilla, and in a very 
agitated manner observed, " Alemeth has seen you, 
and he will certainly inquire who you ar* ; his eyes' 
have already asked. What shall I say, dear Petro- 
nilla 7" " Kind Zerah," she affectionately replied, 
" surely your friend could not betray the helpless 
maiden you protect ; his countenance is such as your 
friend's ought to be, and I think — I think you need 
not fear'to tell km who 1 am." He took her hand 
— pressed it to his lips — looked in her charming 
modest face; there was no displeasure, y6t was 
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there not the indescribable expression of sensitive 
woman*s countenance when he whom her heart 
feels that it loves, gives unquestionable evidence he 
is about to reveal his devoted preference. And yet, 
had Petronilla never beheld the brilliant youth who 
had just departed, the warm feelings toward Zerah 
would have gradually led her to reciprocate all his 
affection. But so it was,, that while her bosom 
overflowed with gratitude, her fancy had gone 
forth to hover round the form of Alemeth 4 and the 
impassioned lip, and tone of ZerahV voice, passed 
but for warm pity and brotherly interest, shown 
with a greater degree, of tenderness than usual in 
manner. Zerah released her hand, but as he did so, 
said, with fond anxiety, " Petronilla, I will save 
you, be my peril what it may." He left her, and 
perceived that she (lid not love him yet, but hoped 
as lovers hope, when all things tend to show a more 
than common regard evidenced by the beloved. 
And now he joined his friend and their companions 
m arms, equipped in a style of admirable array. 
The cavalcade was marshalled. In the king's own 
chariot eat the royal guests, and all was splendid 
]tomp and circumstance. At the expected distance 
Marcus appeared, who met Agrippa in pomp also, 
and high bred courtesy ; and all arrived in the- city 
delighting the people with their novel splendor. 
Magnificent festivals ensued ; but "Marcus beheld 
with auspiciori this collection of kfag9, arid assigned 
improper motives to 1 their cordial friendship, not 
liking the close agreement of so many potentates, ■ 
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or thinking it for the interest of the Romans ; he 
therefore, after being entertained, assumed a digni- 
fied gravity — gave order for his departing the city 
— sent some of his jetinue to every one of the kings, 
*nd enjoined theni to go home without delay. This 
was taken very ill by Agrippa, who henceforth 
became his enemy ) and it excited in the bosoms of 
the Jews that heart-burning, which such treatment 
could not fail to. engender; but Agrippa appeased 
their murmurings in the city and all Judea. The 
people appeared to idolize him, and, like the rest of 
poor human nature, unless controlled by the influ- 
ence and humility of true religious power, his mind 
yielded to the grateful adulation of those, he ruled, 
A fatal confirmation of this was soon manifested 
in the most awfully impressive manner. - In order 
to celebrate shows in honor of Caesar, he went to 
the city of Cesarea, and there, in the accustomed 
way, the shows were exhibited. When they were 
over, he was informed there was to be a certain 
festival to make vows for his safety. Great multi- 
tudes collected, and of the principal persons of dig* 
nity through his province ; Alemeth and his three 
hundred among the most distinguished. The first 
day passed replete with enjoyment* 

On- the second day, when all were assembled at 
the theatre early in. the morning, King Agrippa 
entered. He leaned upon the arm of Zerah. Oa 
that day Agrippa put on a garment which was 
wholly made of silver, and of a texture truly won- 
derful. At the moment he entered, the first rays of 
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the sup beamed forth; and the brilliant garment 
was sq illuminated — shining surprisingly, and re- 
splendent—that a sort of mysterious awe spread over 
those who intently fixed their eyes upoahicn. And 
presently his flatterers cried out from different parts 
of the theatre, "A god! — a god! Oh, be thou 
merciful to us ; for although we have only hitherto 
revered thee as a man, yet shall we henceforth own 
thee as a superior to mortal nature !" 

Zerah looked at the king with beating heart,, for 
he loved this noble -friend. Would he^-rcotdd he 
receive this impious incense ? Agrippa looked up, 
and did not, as he ought instantly to have done, 
rebuke, reject this incense— but in looking up he 
saw sitting upon a rope over his head, an owl ! He 
started— nervously withdrew his arm from beneath 
Zejrah's — clasped his bands together in extreme agi- 
tation—for at once he understood the messenger of 
ill-tidings predicted by the German. Presently those 
unclasped hands were spread upon his bowels, for 
a severe pain arose there, the violence of which 
increased every instant. Again he took the arm of 
Zerah, but only for a roon^pt. Now exerting him- 
self excee4ingly, be stood aser^ct as pain permitted, 
and looking solemnly round upon his friends, " Be- 
hold / whom you call a god ! am commanded pre- 
sently to depart this life ; while Providence thus 
reproves the lying words yoy just now said to me. 
/ who was by yw called immortal, am immediately 
to be hurried away by death! But I am bound tq 
accept of what it pleases God to allot, and I have 
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lived in splendor, and in a happy- 
More he could not say, for his pains became so 
violent that he was carried into the palace, and the 
people heard that he must die in a little time. 

Soon the multitude flat with their wives and child- 
ren in sackcloth, after the law, beseeching God for 
the king's recovery,* who rested in a high chamber; 
and as he sa wthem lying below prostrate, andtnourn* 
ing and lamenting, he could not forbear weeping. His 
daughter Bernice, with those of his household, ten- 
derly strove to console and alleviate his anguish.. 
Zerah intreated that in addition to the king's physi- 
cian's medical treatment, he might be permitted to 
offer a remedy prescribed by x>ne of great skill, whom 
he had been consulting. Agrippa turning upon 
him a look of gratitude, gave a nod of assent. 
The physician examined the medicine, and it. was 
administered. This so far alleviated his agony that 
the king slept, which had not been his comfort 
since the commencement of his disorder. Zerah, 
mean time, informed his friend, Luke the physician, 
and now all men began to hope for Agrippa's reco- 
very. Too soon his misery was felt again ; he 
strove to sleep, but the anguish baffled all further 
medical skill. 

* The king requested that Zerah would remain by 
him, with those of his household whose painful 
duty it was to be present without the power to miti- 
gate his sufferings. When the king besought Ze- 
rah to remain, the truly afflicted young man kissed 
the trembling hand extended to him, and with deep 
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emotion said, •* Yes, O king, I will stay by thee till 
death." 

At this awful moment how ardently he desired to 
awaken his departing spirit to the hope of eternal 
happiness through the Lord Jesus Christ's redeem- 
ing atonement ; but surrounded by attendants, he 
was aware that the attempt would create a dreadful 
disturbance around the dying man, and certainly 
cause an immediate removal from his bedside, pro- 
curing no happy result to the king, and assuredly 
putting his own life into great jeopardy. In watch- 
ful ministering kindness he continued. 

Alemeth purposed to return for a short time to 
Jerusalem, and called to inform his friend, mention- 
ing also that the greatest part of their military band 
would likewise return, and asked if he should in- 
form his parents concerning him ; which kindness 
Zterah accepted, and Alemeth, lamenting the state 
of their good king, departed from Cesarea. He 
speedily reached Jerusalem, as speedily followed 
the impulse which he fain would persuade himself 
led him to Zerah's house principally to report his 
friend's being in health ; — but the maiden he met 
there had enslaved his heart : he knew not yet any 
particulars concerning her, for Zerah had studiously, 
for the present, avoided speaking of Petronilla, for 
reasons already assigned. He was instantly admit- 
ted, and eager inquiries made and answered relative 
to the absent Zerah. When the aged couple had 
ceased, Petronilla spoke of him as of a brother whose 
welfare deeply interested her, and all lamented the 
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cause which, detained him, and hoped for the king's 
restoration to health. For three successive days 
Alemeth visited the family, telling them the news 
from Cesarea, and at the end of each visit felt that 
Petronilla was more and more dear to him. 

Four days Agrippa lingered ip excruciating tor-, 
ment, and by the last courier, information was spread 
throughout the city of Jerusalem that he could not 
support it many hours longer. This news deter- 
mined Alemeth to return that evening to Cesarea. 
After making this determination known to Zerah's 
family, and offering to be the bearer of any commu- 
nication from them, he made an opportunity to 
detain Petronilla for a few minutes. With timid 
embarrassment he ventured to take her hand — then 
in a tremulous voice said, " My heart is for ever 
yours ! O may I ask, is there a hope that my ardent 
love may ever meet a return from Petronilla V 9 
There was a soft tumult in her young bosom—*' a 
sense that lay dormant before"—- he perceived the 
impression he had made, pressed the hand he held, 
when Petronilla replied, •* Friend of Zerah, I can- 
not but regard you." 

"What! lovely Petronilla, only as the friend of 
Zerah? I ask your love for Alemeth — this hand, 
this charming self"— Petronilla whispered, " This 
Christian ! and gently drew her hand from him she 
truly felt she could love." 

In surprise he looked fondly at her, then anx- 
ously looked around, as though he dreaded that 
other ears had heard the condemning epithet ; his 
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tearful eyes were now bent to the groundj'^t pre- 
sently raising them, " ^^knianP 9 " Yes^frlem- 
eth; and you may not love a Christian, Wd the 
daughter of Peter." 

The agitated youth exclaimed, " I may love an 
angelic maiden ! O take me— lead me— -only pro- 
arise to be mine, and I engage to endeavor to be of 
your faith ; or should I remain as I am, I will never 
attempt to control you in .this matter, and together 
We will proceed in the journey oflife." 

" My father is a pilgrim in Pontus — a proscribed 
roan, and as you know, but lately by miracle es- 
caping deatb, — my duty calls me to join that dear 
and holy father whenever he shall permit." 

"That you shall do," eagerly said Alemeth; 
"and as the emperor at present ia lenient to the 
Christians at Rome, I trust for your sake that he 
may continue to be so, that you may accompany 
your father thither — as. doubtless he will go to 
Rome sooner or later — and -there I will meet you, 
and I hope, if permitted, urge my suit successfully 
with him." 

The father of Zerah came in, announcing " that 
one of the band waited to speak with him, saying the 
•king was in his last agony." 

Alemeth heard not therefore the reply he wished 
from Petronilla, but hastened to his companion, 
who told him " that Abishai iiad just arrived with 
him from Cesarea, surprised at his son's tarrying so 
long at Jerusalem, and desiring if he should meet 
him to say that he wished to see him immediately " 
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Alemeth observed the summons. He found his 
father chafing, and greatly displeased at something, 
which, however, he did not think fit to communi- 
cate, but urged him " to depart instantly to Cesa- 
rea, where he would join him to be present at the 
funeral arrangement for the king, who, doubtless, 
•was gathered to his fathers.* But why, my son, 
did you remain so long Acre, when it would have 
been more proper to have speedily returned, and 
been among others in waiting upon the kingl 
I do not find that you have executed the business 
upon which you came ; matters remain in that par- 
ticular as they were." 

The confusion of Alemeth was apparent; he 
made some trifling excuse, then hastily took leave 
of his father, on the way reflecting that he dare not 
impart the state of his affections to him; for though 
he knew that he was exceedingly dear to him, he 
also knew that there was not one among the chiefs 
of the Jews a more inveterate persecutor of the 
followers of Christ than his father, — was it then in 
the least degree probable he would approve, or even 
hear of his attachment to Petronilla ? 

The sufferings of King Agrippa terminated 6n the 
fifth day — he then expired in the fifty-fourth year 
of his age. While grieving friends bent- over him, 
Helcias, master of the horse, in place of the dis- 
carded Silas, — so soon as he perceived that Agrippa 
was dead, and before the people knew of it, went 
out, and going to Aristo, one of the king's most 
faithful servants, sent him as from the king, with 
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the command to go and put Silas to death, which he 
did ; and this being made known, was deemed a mon- 
strous cruelty, an act of strange ingratitude on the 
part of Agrippa, to a man who had served him in 00 
many perils. A feather will almost turn a multi- 
tude, who in this instance quickly demonstrated 
their base ingratitude and fickleness : for instead of 
continuing to mourn when they heard he lay dead, 
they insulted his memory by general feasting, with 
garlands on their heads, and libations to Charon. 
Publicly they disgraced the effigies of Agripp&'s 
daughters, and had not young Agrippa been at 
Rome with the Emperor Claudius, doubtless there 
would have been much blood shed by those who 
were /or, and those who demeaned themselves 
against bis family. Alemeth and Zerah, after 
doing what they could to restrain outrage, dismissed 
their gallant band, except that fifty of them agreed to 
be always in readiness, combined with other power, to 
assist in keeping order whenever it was disturbed 
within the city. These, after arriving at Jerusa- 
lem, separated for their respective dwellings, griev- 
ing sincerely for the death of the king, not knowing 
whether his son, in consequence of his youth, would 
be sent to govern them. 

The young men all felt the heaviest displeasure 
at the soldiers of Cesarea, for allowing the infa- 
mous indignities shown to the memory of Agrippa 
and his family. Much they feared, if the young 
king came not to his government, that Marcus, the 
president of Syria, would possess it. 
16 
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Jerusalem was altogether now in a disturbed state, 
such fiequent and violent jarrings occurred ; and 
although at that period the Christians were not any 
where by order of the emperor persecuted, (on the 
contrary, he was by no means unfavorable to them, 
if he did not encourage them,) yet whenever the 
Jewish Sanhedrim could persecute, they did so ; and 
as a Christian's dehth made little more wonder than 
when a dog was destroyed, so very many unfortu- 
nate persons were dragged away to be. stoned or 
crucified — suffering martyrdom. This was particu- 
larly the case during the uncertainty as to a future 
ruler. 



ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. ,183 



CHAPTER XI. 

And now it was that Zerah was convinced Pe- 
tronilla regarded him no otherwise than as a brother 
or dear friend. His parents had urged him to ask 
that dear maiden to become their daughter ; but he 
had seen clearly that she loved Alemeth, when they 
met after returning from Cesarea. He saw also, 
that his friend did not attempt to conceal his attach- 
ment, but was willing that he should be fully ac- 
quainted with it, even from his. own observation. 
When he discovered this mutual affection, his 
thoughts for a few minutes seemed like scattering 
atoms in a windy tempest : he almost wildly ex- 
claimed, " What will become of them 1" Every, way 
there was danger to them all, more especially to Pe- 
tronilla, if Abi&hai found that she had captivated his 
son ; without mercy he would destroy her, rather than 
Alemeth should take a Christian wife i and where 
would his disappointed fury end ? Upon him, who 
protected the maiden, and had also been the absolute 
cause of disappointing "his unworthy intentions, by 
removing her from his power — his anger would be 
vented in violence and vengeance. It was possible 
that Abishai might remain ignorant of all that so 
grievously agitated at that moment, but knowing his 
character, there was every probability of his placing 
fpies upon all his movements, so as to discover 
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Petronilla's place of refuge. Fervently he prayed 
for divine assistance in this, as in every situation 
wherein he found difficulty. When he joined his 
family, where also was his friend in conversation 
upon the recent events, so very deeply was his coun- 
tenance impressed by the workings of his mind, 
that th/e anxious mother took his hand within both 
of hers — his felt like one feverish, and in alarm- 
she said, " My son, you are ill !" He parried her 
maternal solicitude by making light of the matter, 
imputing this trivial indisposition to " the late ex- 
citement and overmuch fatigue." The answer 
was heard, but bringing her head closer to his 
ear, in a whisper she said, "You will not be 
' happy, my son, till that sweet maiden can call me 
mother." Zerah hoped that neither Alemeth nor Pe- 
tronilla heard what was said to him. He immediately 
joined their conversation, that his appearance should 
be no farther remarked ; but it so happened, that 
Petronilla had turned to make some reply to Ze- 
rah's father, at the moment his mother spoke in a 
low voice to him-— therefore Alemeth heard what 
she said. His face became crimson : in vain he 
tried to conceal his agitation, which still increased, 
and he presently left the house, overwhelmed by the 
sudden thought that he had, perhaps, 'supplanted 
his friend in Petronilla's young heart — who, but for 
him, might probably have been consoled for his 
connubial loss ; but which loss, he truly believed, 
was still so mourned by Zerah, as to exclude any 
subsequent attachment to woman. But Alemeth 
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knew not the power of woman to soothe, to charm, 
and even without design to win the affections of 
him who yet laments a dear departed blessing like 
herself — till the heart feels that such a one only, 
Can heal the wound that death has caused. A 
second love, in many instances, is as likely to prove 
happy as a first, though not supposed possible when 
death has recently dissolved marriage union. When 
Alemeth reached home, he, for the first time, re- 
joiced that his father came not — that he might, 
uninterruptedly, think of his situation. He tried 
to arrange some plan, but each proved unsatis- 
factory. One thing he resolved to do — on the fol- 
lowing day, to disclose every thought to Zerah, 
and entreat forgiveness, for trying to gain the affec- 
tions of Petfonilla, if indeed he considered himself 
entitled to them ; but if he did not, and what his 
mother whispered was only the wish of her own 
heart, he would solicit Zerah to point out by what 
means he might ultimately secure this beloved ob- 
ject, confiding implicitly in his friendship, judgment, 
and discretion. 

But, the following day, oppressed by a blameless 
mental suffering for those who were so dear to 
him, Zerah wandered forth from the city, and while 
moving pensively along, was overtaken by Luke* 
the physician. Naturally their conversation turned 
upon the subject of the late royal demise, and dis- 
turbing consequences publicly ; but more sorrow- 
fully they regretted, for the sake of hte immortal 
soul, that Agrippa died not in that faith which they 

16* 
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professed. Both were in the prime of early man- 
hood, and of superior intellectual endowments and 
acquirements, and both glowing with the high re* 
solve of advancing their glorious Redeemer's cause, 
during the course of life. Luke was soon to join 
the Apostle Paul, — he knew the filial obligation 
which for the present bound Zerah from a. public 
confession of his faith, and most feelingly inquired 
for the daughter of Peter. The sudden change of 
countenance in Zerah struck him forcibly, and he 
averted his eyes while receiving information of her 
health. Zerah added, after a moment's pause, 
while looking round to discover whether any other 
person might be near,. " Both of us being Chris- 
tians, you will imagine her double claim upon my 
tenderness." " And why, generous Zerah, should 
not that tenderness be encouraged, and become a 
sentiment which, in result, would renew your hap- 
piness, and that of your aged parents, in the comfort 
of so sweet and interesting an inmate V 

They had, during this conversation, stood amidst 
some large trees, and were about leaving the spot, 
when, as Luke concluded the last sentence, they 
caught a slight sound as of a footstep, and turning 
their heads, saw a man spring from behind one of 
the trees, and run rapidly away toward the city. 
They glanced at each other, and Zerah exclaimed, 
"I wUl see. who that man is, and know if he heard 
us." "Do not attempt it," answered Luke, en- 
deavoring to detain him, " for if our discourse was 
heard, he can deny having heard it, and we are not 
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the less in his power if an enemy." " I must, I 
must follow," and Zerah pursued with the velocity 
of an arrow. 

Luke, though greatly disturbed, nevertheless re* 
turned to the city ; yet was he .cautious, that night 
avoiding his usual abode. 

Zerah came feat upon the steps of the flying, for 
such he might be called > when on looking round, he 
&aw the as swift-footed pursuer, who-, though the 
fugitive- had considerable advantage from the delay 
caused by Luke's entreaties, had surely come up 
with him ; but a mounted horseman, holding the 
rein of another steed, met the pursued, who vault- 
ing into the saddle, they rode off at full speed* Ze- 
rah stood still, looking at the men as long as 
strained sight could distinguish them. He was 
alarmed and much agitated, apprehending that the 
concealed person had indeed heard him make dis- 
tinct avowal of Christian faith ; the same man would 
certainly infer that he loved Petronilla, which would 
greatly endanger her. 

Abishai had impatiently waited, at an appointed 
place, the arrival of this spy, whom he had set to 
watch every movement of Zerah. With demoniac 
exultation, he received the testimony of Sanballad's 
brother, of having heard the confession of Zerah, 
" and moreover, that there was no doubt of his be- 
coming the husband of the maiden Abishai was in 
pursuit of, — she was in the immediate protection 
of the young man — at that moment dwelling at his 
house." 
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Abishai took this informer, Achbor, and before 
the Sanhedrim dendunced Zerah and Petronilla 
disciples of the Nazarene. He was forthwith em- 
powered to seize them wherever found, and Zerah 
for the double crime of murder, which self-deferlce 
was now to be construed, choosing to revive the 
matter of Sanballad, notwithstanding Agrippa's 
pardon, and the acquittal w;as allowed to be just in 
the general opinion at the timfe. 

Abishai eagerly took advantage of the present 
absence 'of an appointed successor in the govern- 
ment of Judea, conceiving that discord, confusion, 
or revenge might, before either could be properly 
restrained, promote his designs ; and -the avidity 
with which Christians were destroyed, gave license 
to any measures for securing their persons. This 
sanctioned his effort to make Zerah a conspicuous 
attraction as one of them, and not only such, but 
about to marry for the second time a Christian. 
While, therefore, he made Zerah the principal ob- 
ject for a host of Jews to rejoice over in destruction, 
he designed to engage Achbor, and two others 
whom he could trust, to carry off Petronilla to 
Cesarea, as he had at first purposed, and where, 
closely concealing her, it might appear that she had 
again escaped public execution. One more plan 
he devised previous to securing the person of his 
victim, N namely, to propose that certain prisoners 
guilty of death should, as had been designed by 
Kiilg Agrippa, now fight as gladiators. Being high 
in authority, his proposal was accordingly received, 
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and the people informed that the criminals would 
speedily exhibit. That Zerah .was to be one of 
them, the people were not to be informed till he 
was securely deposited, whence no release could 
possibly be obtained ; nor. was it probable, indeed, 
after Abishai's representations, that any favor would 
be shown. 

Alejneth, from great excitement, instead of con- 
versing with his friend as intended, was ill of fever, 
and unable to leave his bed. His father went to 
him, and administered what was likely to remove it, 
but the. agitated youth begged that Zerah might be 
sent for, whose friendly conversation would soothe; 
and perhaps too the physician Luke would accom- 
pany him, whose reputation stpod so high, and who 
might prescribe for his speedy cure." 

Abishai truly at this time did not lament seeing 
his son a temporary prisoner at home, for while there 
an invalid he would not be so easily acquainted with 
aught passing abroad, especially aa orders were to 
be given that he should not be in any manner dis- 
turbed until Zerah was numbered with the dead — 
an event which he hoped would occur before Alemeth 
could leave bis room. Every thing was promised 
that he required, but by no means were those pro- 
mises to be held sacred. Still, however,, he was 
anxious that his son's malady should not increase ; 
and after the palliatiye he had given, charged him 
to keep composed and encourage sleep until Zerah 
arrived, or a message from his friend. Cruelly was 
he thus deceived. 
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In the evening Abishai returned, informing him 
that Zerah was from home, and his parents knew 
not precisely when to look for him ; but so soon as 
he came home they would instantly inform him of 
Alemeth'a desire to see him. This disappointment 
did not tend to diminish fever. His father tried 
every art to allay the irritation of his nerves, pre=. 
vailing upon him at last to take a composing 
draught, which he had purposely brought, thinking 
it might be of service if needed, and now had the 
satisfaction of seeing that he slept— when leaving 
him to the care of an attendant, he retired from 
Alemeth's bedside. 

So far had Zerah gone in pursuit of the man he 
was so anxious to see face to face,, that before he 
came near to his own dwelling the day was nearly 
dawning. When almost in sight of it, he was sur- 
rounded by a party of armed men, who desired that 
he would make no resistance. He found by their 
numbers that resistance would be unavailing ; but 
he asked " what was their purpose V 9 To this the 
reply was, " We are commanded to take you ta the 
hall of judgment, there, to answer to the double 
accusation of being a Christian and murderer" 

He now begged to be allowed, being very near his 
abode, a few moments only, that he- might dee his 
aged parents, which would cause so short a delay, 
that little time would be lost. Achbor came for* 
ward, and tauntingly said, " Never ! he wants to 
show us how he can escape by means of a certain . 
trap-door, very conveniently situated. s On with 



ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 191 

him directly — this Christian shall. pay for Sanbal- 
lad's life wi(h his own — his friend King Agrippa is 
not here to save his favorite." • 

" Achbor," calmly replied Zerah, «« I might have 
taken Sanballad's Kfe before he compelled me to do 
it, or lose my own, had I not been influenced by the 
Christian's principles." 

"Hear, hfear what he r confesses ! away with 
him 1" . y . 

" I art not ashamed, lead on, brother of San- 
ballad, I haye no fears, no inquietude, for I know 
in whom I trust : my only anguish is for those in 
yonder house, those dear inhabitants." By degrees 
he had purposely moved farther and farther from 
the house, thus drawing the people, he hoped, suffi- 
ciently distant not to disturb the inmates, who could 
not in any manner now relieve him ; and if he could 
spare any part of their suffering, on his account, it 
would be a mercy. 

It was by this time just break of day. The party 
proceeded, and as Zerah was about turning down 
a street, which would altogether prevent even an 
imperfect view again of home, he looked round — 
his eyes as it were penetrating and scanning every 
part, when raised to the house top,* he caught a 
glimpse of female garments, and thought he dis- 
covered the figure „of Pcitronilla, as if straimiyj for- 
ward, endeavoring to gather distant sound, or be- 
hold some object. Could she have heard my voice 1 
thought Zerah. O that I might have spoken one 
warning sentence ! O that I could see Alemeth ! 
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Alas, my father ! my mother ! your hearts will be 
broken for my fate ! — Tears rushed to his eyes. 

Petronilla had passed a restless night, the family 
expecting Zerah ; for, although in the frequent 
practice of remaining out, for the purpose of unking 
with Christians in some private place to pray, yet 
he always mentioned when he intended or even 
thought it probable he should be. absent ; and as he 
had not done so, though she succeeded in com- 
posing the anxiety of his parents, she experienced 
it in a very great degree herself ; and to breathe 
the earliest morning air, which she felt she needed, 
went out upon the house top.. From thence she 
looked in every direction, as daylight more and 
more advanced, for any moving object, in the hope 
that, ere long, Zerah would arrive, when he might 
obtain rest, — or bad she known of Alemeth's ill- 
ness, to bid him hasten to his friend. At distance, 
she at last fancied she saw one , approaching, not 
with Zerah' 9 usually active steps. The man she saw 
' appeared like an. exhausted, traveller, by his slow 
movement ; yet in the dim light, the figure seemed 
to be his. Ho advanced, but presently was sur- 
rounded by many, who must have concealed them- 
selves till that instant. What followed, convinced 
her that Zerah was in some manner betrayed : for 
while with intense interest she listened, and fearful 
apprehension of his being in great peril, the still- 
ness of the hour enabled her to ascertain the tones 
of his voice, when beseeching for a few moments 



ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 195 

to see bis parents, and the unrestrained loudness of 
Achbor*s reply, ".Afmr, Zerah !" confirmed the 
dreadful fact of the noble young man being in the 
hands of the ruthless. She leaned forward in ago- 
nizing alarm, gazing? — still gazing sit the departing 
prisoner. 

. It was then he caught a view of Petronilla. She 
remained a few minutes in perturbed thought, con* 
sidering in what way Alemeth might be made ac- 
quainted with the jeopardy of his beloved friend. 
She could not cruelly agitate the old people, per* 
haps without advantage to- their son, by venturing 
out herself ; — to trust any person, was dangerous. 
There was an attendant of both sexes in the house, 
grown gray in its service, and so tremblingly did 
they love Zerah, that instead of being useful at so 
trying a time, they would be too much distressed to 
know what they were about, and by their agitation, 
probably produce injury where affection prompted 
to serve. 

In anxious planning, she found no plan that 
seemed practicable. She seated herself, then arose, 
walked rapidly a few steps— then going to her apart- 
ment, prayed for the life of. her friend, prayed for 
. power and means to enable him to escape from his 
enemies. Weeping, she went into Zerah's apart- 
ment, and there her distress was increased, for on 
approaching his favorite little table, she saw a paper, 
whereon a few lines were written, and those few 
lines were from Al^meth. " Why do you not come 
to your friend, who on his bed of sickness again 

17 
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ardently desires to see you f* She nearly fainted, 
but struggling against a state of utter hopelessness, 
tried to be composed, and seated herself a few mo* 
ments, holding her throbbing head. 

As she was leaving the room, she saw the military 
dress of a lad, who had been Zerah's attendant 
during the gay parade of. the three hundred spear- 
men. A sudden thought struck her, that if equipped 
in this, she might find her way safely to Alemeth's 
house, and in disguise, give account of what had 
occurred, which would explain why his friend went 
not to see him, and induce him to take proper mea- 
sures to release Zerah, in whatever hands he might 
be. For a moment she hesitated, fancying that 
appearing at that time in such a dress, might sub- 
ject her to particular observation. Yet there were 
boys about, who had taken away such equipments, 
and with youthful vanity occasionally wore them, 
Zerah's page, in consequence of an accident, died, 
and so it happened that his dress remained. 

After much consideration, she took off her own 
garments and timidly arrayed herself, putting on the 
helmet, and bearing the slender spear, of the same 
form as the larger, by which it stood — and now she 
at once left the house, trying to walk like a bold 
boy ; shrinking, nevertheless, from every person she 
met, — till finding that she passed on securely and 
hardly noticed, her courage increased. She reached 
the palace, and had but a few yards farther to go, 
when approaching the door of Alemeth's house, 
she saw, coming from it, the same terrible man who 
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had insulted her there. Petronilla staggered, but 
recovering, turned as if going within the palace 
gate, while Abishai rapidly proceeded. 

As soon as he was out of sight,. the agitated 
maiden hastened again ( to Alemeth's door. A ser- 
vant demanded "on what business ?" "To see 
Alemeth instantly." " He is ill in bis bed, and 
orders are given to admit no, one." "But," said 
Petronilla, assuming courage, "/ must see him, 
having permission from proper authority, and need 
not stay but a minute, yet must myself see him." 
The man concluded she was permitted by Abishai, 
who might have met this lad and allowed the visit. 
Had not dread of Zerah's. danger stimulated, she 
could not have presented herself as at this moment 
to Alemeth. Even so well disguised, virgin modesty 
blushed. 

Admitted, she, as the messenger from herself, re- 
lated what she feared was his friend's alarming situ- 
ation, \yhich exceedingly disturbed Alemeth ; he 
questioned the messenger again and again, t)f every 
surmise his employer had, relative to- the number 
and description of persons surrounding the prisoner. 
The reply that " indistinct light prevented any ac- 
curacy as to p*r sons, though, the few words distinctly 
beard, made known the danger "'—was said so nearly 
in the natural voice of Petronilla, that Alemeth 
started from his pillow, looked at the apparent boy, 
whose face was partly averted, and then, in a low 
voice said, "Am I right % Petronilla /" 

She could not speak — her blushes told him, as he 
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took her hand. — " Dearest maiden, what a risk to 
save our friend! and to your generous effort will he 
be indebted; for without it I should have' remained 
here ignorant of Zerah's being in this danger* and 
let us hope that we shall extricate him. It is no 
doubt wholly the revengeful act of the brother of 
San ballad, which can be speedily set aside. I will 
obtain my father's voice in his behalf, which is 
powerful. But how shall I dare to detain you 
longer I and how equally dangerous to let you return 
alone, even disguised as you are." 

" Yet must I return, alone and instantly— only tell 
me first, Alemeth, will your father plead to save a 
Christian ?" " Mean you to s§iy," eagerly replied 
Alemeth, " that Zerah is a Christian V 9 " It can no 
longer be concealed," she answered with tears. 
"What I heard this , morning, convinces me that 
secret is in some manner discovered, and in the hall 
of judgment he will doubtless be condemned. Ach- 
bor would not have dared to carry him off in that 
way, unless power had been given to seize his per- 
son, for the greater crime of being a Christian." 

Alemeth clasped his hands, exclaiming, "Jl Chris* 
Han ! and j/ou, Petronilla*"— He paused, then most 
feelingly said, "Yes, ye both are Christians— and I 
am a Jew, yet will I, at my life's peril, protect you 
both." " Save, O save the generous Zerah," cried 
Petronilla. " I go to his parents, who know not any 
thing that has happened, and till their son can be 
restored to them, or by an extraordinary interference 
removed from his imminent peril, I will endeavor to 
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account for his absence : tbey would otherwise die 
from terror and distress. O that you were but in 
your accustomed health : your present state precludes 
at this time all active bodily exertion in aid. But you 
can see your father, can plead— -and while so sick, 
perhaps you are more likely to prevail than if in 
blooming health and strength ; he will feel that you 
might soon-be where no earthly parents 9 favor could 
extend." 

Alemeth, almost as deeply affected as herself, re- 
solved to cheer his beloved Petronilla ; therefore, 
assuming the appearance of being better, said with 
animation, " This matter of strong interest seems to 
have banished bodily ailment, for I feel nearly well, 
and presently will, rise, and induce more than my 
father to favor my petition— go then, thou precious 
maiden. Be satisfied our friend shall not perish" 
" Nor Alemeth," she modestly said. He kissed her 
hand, entreated that she would carefully conceal her 
face, pointed out a more private way of returning, 
yet "finally begged, that she would only wait five 
minutes in the next apartment; when he would him* 
self accompany lier, so apprehensive of her meeting 
with some alarm by the way." She turning to de- 
part, exclaimed, u O no, no ! for perhaps the per* 
son" - she stopped, for it might be wrong to say 
more ;- and probably as that. person had only left the 
house as she approached, he would hardly so soon 
repeat his visit. x < What person 1 who can you fear 
in particular ?" hastily- he enquired. "I fear every 
thing, every body, can you wonder, Alemeth f Again 
17* 
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he entreated to see her home. She still positively- 
declined, and reluctantly he allowed her to go with- 
out him. 

Mean time, while full of apprehension, she was 
going home, Alemeth rose from bed, and forced him- 
self to commence his own part in aiding Zerah — the 
mind indeed willing, but the body much enervated. 

In safety Petronilla arrived, and quickly re- 
suming her own dress, met her venerable protectors, 
who had been somewhat surprised at not seeing 
her as early as usual. Composing herself as well 
as she could, she sat dqwn to the morning meal ; but 
when Zerah's name was uttered, she became alter- 
nately flushed and pale. His mother, half smiling, 
as she looked fondly at her, said, " Petronilla, if a 
maiden's cheek changes color, and it should be when 
a lover is named, he would augur well." 

Overcome by her feelings, Petronilla could only 
conceal them by throwing her arms around the aged 
woman's neck, who tenderly embraced, while in a 
soft voice she said, " My daughter /" "But where 
is our son ?" said the old man, with an impatience 
not customary. «' When he stays so very long, I 
would fain take my staff and look for him, did I 
know which way to proceed." Petroriilla's last ex- 
cuse was, that he had talked of taking some journey, 
and now strove to engage them in their usual occu- 
pations ; but he insisted upon going to the house-top 
to watch for his son's return. After some time he 
came back and observed, that " he concluded now 
it would be evening before Zerah came, for he saw 
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crowds of people going toward the arena, and sup- 
posed the gladiators were to fight, several men being 
under condemnation." 

The day parsed, but the distressed Petronilla 
heard not of Zertth or Alemeth. Late hours brought 
many apprehensions, and caused the old people to 
give vent to them in sorrowing expression. She 
left their room for a few minutes, and, on her re- 
turn, entreated affectionately that they would go to 
rest; venturing to assure them, that from certain 
authority, she knew he could not be back that 
night. They asked, " who had brought such in- 
formation V 9 ' She replied, " Christians are obliged 
to be very cautious in their movements, you are 
well aware ; and we must lay aside all conjecture 
for the present." This, in a great degree, composed 
their fears ; they retired to bed : it was a deceiving 
hope, that flattered them their, beloved son was in 
no unusual danger. Petronilla could now yield 
wholly to those fears which she bad been striving 
to conceal ; and she repaired again to Che spot from 
whence she derived the dreadful certainty of Ze- 
rah's enthralment. The longer she reflected, so 
her terror increased ; and she felt as if her reason 
tottered, and was about descending from the house- 
top, when she saw a female advancing,~for the 
darkness was not of so deep a shade as to pre- 
vent seeing that a woman was below, — who pre- 
sently in a suppressed voice said, "Zerah; wish 
yop, maiden, to hear of him V 9 — " O yes, yes." — 
" Come, then, for a minute to the door, and I can 
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tell you much ; but let it be instantly." She hur- 
ried down through the house, and opened the door. 
Instantly that door was shut, and she was closely 
infolded in some one's arms, who, pressing her face 
to his shoulder, prevented her from calling for assist- 
ance till joined by two others. They bound, then, a 
silk bandage across her mouth, and between them 
carried her some distance, where stood a vacant 
building, and where, to her dismay, she heard the 
voice of the man she dreaded— calling to her con- 
ductors, " Have you succeeded ?" They answered 
by putting her into his arms. Gently he unbound 
her lips, pressed his own to them, and binding them 
again, he whispered, " Be not afraid, young Chris- 
tian, you are safe in my arms." " And now, Ach- 
bor, take her to Cesareau Remember, 1 look to you 
for her life and health. The reward you ask shall 
surely be yours: he lives not over the morrow." 
Petronilla was placed upon a mule, guarded by one 
of the men walkirrg on each side. Soon the city- 
gates, which Abishai readily found means to have 
opened, were passed ; and, after proceeding a con- 
siderable way, they stopped, and now removed the 
silk bandage : but while removing it, Achbor said, 
" Once for all, maiden, if you make the least com* 
plaint should we meet . travellers, or any attempt to 
free yourself, death will follow." She, however, 
ventured to ask, " why she was to be conveyed to 
Cesarea?" Bluntly he answered, "Because it is 
the pleasure of my employer, who does not like that 
so pretty a Christian should be served like the rest-— 
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crucified or stoned, or** "And, may I ask, what 

is the reward promised you for this service ?" — - 
" The life of him who took Sanballad's life." — 
*Wha*P she faintly inquired, « Zerah ?"— « The 
very same, maiden; to-morrow he takes his turn 
with the gladiators. To-day young Alemeth plead- 
ed, hard for him, and, true as Moses, if he could 
have proved ihpt Zerah was no Christian, he would 
have been liberated : but there came thy oath ; for 
I heard him say myself to one Luke, the physician, 
that he was a CTtratian, and to be sure his faith 
would hot let him deny his" words. But where that 
Luke is, for we could not find him to get his faith 
too* I cannot tell."---" Here y fellow, here is Luke ; 
release this maiden instantly."— u Not for you. Do 
you think so many of us are such fools as to be 
ordered by one Christian t Seize him, comrades.'* 
— " Perhaps forty spearmen may prevent you ;"" and 
so many advanced of Zerah's former companions. 
They did no injury to the men who guarded Petro- 
nilla, binding them only- hand and foot a little way 
out of the road, so that in the morning passers by 
would find them. 

The inexpressible relief was expressed by Petro- 
nilla in a burst of tears. Luke spoke comfort to 
her, but observed, that she must consent to being 
concealed for a few days ; but he would immedi- 
ately convey tidings of her safety to her friends. 
And, although he grieved to say, "that the fate of 
Zerah appeared inevitable, that she must repose her 
trust in the same Mighty Power in whom he trusted 
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for deliverance : but if he was to die the death de- 
creed by enemies, doubtless the 'sustaining aid of Him 
who died to secure blissful immortality for those who 
in faith and works were his true disciples, would be 
experienced in the trying hour :by Zerah." Grate- 
fully listening, but with throbbing heart, Petronilla 
asked in what manner her friend was to suffer 1 To 
have told her would have been cruel, yet must she 
have been told. But now one of the five companions 
remaining with them remarked, that he feared they 
had passed th£ little path leading to the house they 
were going to ; and Luke left Petronilla to his care, 
while he made some observations around. Soon 
returning, he related the manner in which he dis- 
covered her dangerous entrapment ; but so arranged 
the detail, as to prevent her discovering that Alem- 
eth's own father was the vile perpetrator. 

Arriving at the place of refuge, the party were 
received ; and, apparently, the disturbing of its oc- 
cupants occasioned no alarm, having, frequently 
afforded shelter to those who were like hunted ani- 
mals flying from their pursuers. The patriarchal 
host, arid his daughter, an elderly woman, kindly 
welcomed all, and produced refreshments : and after- 
wards the old man prayed, through the Redeemer, 
for pardon, peace, and merciful acceptance of their 
united supplications — especially that Zerah might 
be preserved to speak his praise longer upon earth. 
But these Christian supplications were not offered 
till the young men had departed, leaving Luke to 
remain till early dawn. He took leave of Petro- 
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nilla, promising to return as speedily as might be. 
She was much affected, and overcome by agitation 
and fatigue; but the exceedingly kind attentions 
she received, afforded all the consolation she was 
then capable of enjoying. {She listened on her 
couch for the sound of the departing Luke, who* 
before the day broke, mounted his horse, and rode 
rapidly away. 

The circumstances leading to the discovery of 
Petronilla'* critical situation were these : — He had 
gone to see Alemeth immediately after the departure 
of Petronilla from his house, and found him exceed- 
ingly disturbed on account of his friends ; he. re- 
vealed what Petronilla had imparted, and they 
consulted together. Alemeth, in the energy of 
friendship, seeming to control his bodily ailment, 
went oat, $nd during the day used every effort to 
reverse the tremendous sentence gone forth against 
Zerah, who, the second day of the gladiators' com- 
bat, was to die as one of them, Instead of being stoned 
or crucified, for the more impressi veTexample to the 
public — that not one, even of high degree, should 
escape punishment for embracing Christianity. 

The Sanhedrim exulting, in their demonstration of 
zeal and impartial discharge of duty, no reverse 
of sentence could be obtained. Abishai told his 
son "that most assuredly, if it were only for the 
murder, Zerah would a second time have escaped; 
but his new profession being added — which he did 
not deny, or that he visited Peter — no pardon could 
be granted : advising him to remain quiet, both 
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because, it would be altogether unavailipg to attempt 
extenuation of Zerah's crime, and for the sake of his 
health, — which agitation would inevitably injure to 
a great extent. 

Alemeth, not in any manner suspecting his father* 
and concluding that, imperative duty instigated to 
add his voice in condemnation of one he well knew 
was " dear to him as his own soul," was silent, but 
in mental agony threw himself upon, his couch; 
and his father, hoping that he was endeavoring to 
compose his thoughts, withdrew — but no sooner 
was Abishai gone, than his son also went out to 
meet Luke at an appointed place* 

And now they suggested various plans likely to 
change the fate of their friend from the otherwise 
inevitable death awaiting him; but while debating' 
the practicability of thfe last, Alemeth was overcome 
by faintness, and obliged to return home, where 
Luke administered a restorative, beseeching, if it 
was only to enable him to undergo all he had. pro- 
posed, that he would for a few hours remain upon 
his bed, and otherwise conform to the prescription 
recommended. He promised togo to Zerah's, inform 
Fetronilla of their hope to liberate him, and conceal 
the truth of his situation one day longer from his 
parents. This was comforting to Alemeth, and he 
tried to rest. Luke proceeded, and when near, saw 
Petronilla on the house-top — saw the apparently 
female figure approaching— ^-concealed himself, and 
heard all that passed. He then followed to the spot 
where Abishai received Fetronilla — heard his orders 
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— hurried away— -collected many of the young 
menfe friends, and briefly stated to them the danger 
of one whom Zerah loved and protected, but care- 
fully omitted naming Abishai. Presently, ^rmed 
with their trusty spears, they mounted theif horses, 
and after relieving the maiden as related, left, her to 
Luke's care, frtfd returned: to their homes* These- 
companions heard the cruel decree agairfst Zerah, 
and were dee ply .grieved at his being a Christian, yet 
would have attempted even impossibilities to save his 
J#e, so much did all -regard him : but the noble youths 
feared the displeasure of the Sanhedrim. Heavy 
would be the penalty if unsuccessful id their endear 
▼dfs to release himv > > 

The day dawned- which: was to be the last on 
earth for 2Jerah, and the arena was thronged with 
eager spectators*- while the devoted criminals 
stood in stern, or grave, or fierce deportment. Ze- 
rah had resolved not to resist the antagonist ap- 
pointed, but to receive his death-blow quickly, nor 
have upon his hands the. J)lood of a fellow-creature, 
compelled to the horrid necessity of killing, and 
being 'finally killed. A gladiator of vast strength 
was led out to combat with him. Silence pervaded 
the gathered multitude. Zerah felt the power, over 
which man had no control, fortify his spirit. The 
mighty example of a crucified . Saviour— the hope 
through ffiroof everlasting fejicity — sublimely uphehj 
this true disciple. The combatants approached 
each other, but a messenger sent by the Sanhedrim 
declared, " that impending punishment should not 
18 
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be inflicted upon Zerah if he would wholly relin- 
quish the new and impious faith he had embraced.** 
This proposal was made at the instigation of Alem* 
eth — his eloquently warm ' pleading, added to the 
station of his father, whose zeal the 'high priests 
could not sufficiently applaud, considering the great 
sacrifice he made of feeling to duty; also the respect 
inspired by the youth himself, induced the Sanhe- 
drim so far to relent. With friendship's energetic, 
fondest hope, Aleraeth watched the result* of the 
message. Calmly Zerah looked upon the messen- 
ger, and with deliberate emphasis said, "I am a 
Christian, and such I will die." Shouts, hissing, 
and execrations ensued— but, as if to- prolong' the 
suffering of Zerah t it was now commanded that 
other combatants should commence the arena's hor- 
rors. Every eye turned instantly upon the fiercely 
struggling gladiators, who in mortal strife continued 
fighting till one fell to the ground; the survivor 
stood but a few minutes contending with his new 
opponent, whose sinewy strength soon completed 
the wretch's fate, and to this new and powerful 
antagonist was Zerah now opposed. The increased 
interest of the people was suddenly beyond measure 
excited by. the rushing forward of Memeth, who like 
a frantic person sprang to the side of bis friend, 
and raising his arms, exclaimed, "I lire or die with 
Zerah — a gladiator.*^ The advancing Hercules 
paused in his approach, the multitude arose, and 
loud was the confusion ; some hissed, some clapped, 
some called out, "Save the friends together;" 
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while from Abishaj, ia loud terror, was beard, 
" Seize Alemeth I bind him, for be is mad ! behold 
ye not that fever ison his brain ?" 
* Alemeth made a signal to be heard, and With 
perfect composure addressed • the people : " I am 
mt mad — not out of my senses— I have been ill, but 
am now well, and no earthly power shall separate 
me from my friend unless be is released from this 
ignoble fate, and his life secure from further mo- 
lestation." s " - '- * 

" It cannot be, Alemeth," exclaimed his father, 
"but on the terms proposed; ask your. friend if 
your life is equally precious in his eyes, as his life 
and safety .are in yours ? •> Ask him, since you have 
so rashly resolved, to save you both by renouncing 
faith in the impostor of Nazareth." 

Atemeth locked steadfastly in the face of Zerah, 
and read refusal-*- they rushed into each other's 
Arms,! A moment of silence ensued — Alemeth 
again embracing him, whispered, " Appear only to 
comply, dear Zerah, and I wilt contrive to save 
you, or we die together." " I cannot, my dear 
Alemeth, even seem to deny Jesus ! but in his 
name 1 beseech you to live for your own sake, and 
for Petronitla. Sure am I that you will comfort 
my 4>ereaved parents." Alemeth's sole reply was 
an affectionate look at his friend ;— he turned from 
him 4nd called out, " Let another* gladiator ad- 
vance:" 

During the Jast few minutes Abishai had con- 
sulted with others in authority, and now a herald 
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announced tbat " Zerah would be exhibited at a 
later hour," and both he and Alemeth commanded 
to withdraw under an appointed guard, while other 
combatants again engaged the people's attention. 
Zerah and Alemeth were forcibly separated, th* 
latter nearly fainting from his recent exertions, the 
former to be immediately taken ,to his place of 
confinement. The expressive look which Ajemeth 
directed ta his father seemed to penetrate his heart, 
while in a low voice he said, " Remember, my 
father, if Zerah suffers, you no longer have a son." 
To this Abishai only replied, M My son !" and ten- 
derly conveyed the young man home. 

Scarcely had the party guarding Zerah proceeded 
half way to the prisob, when they were scattered 
by a body _of horsemen with drawn swords, whose 
faces were disguised. .One of them threw himself 
from his horse, unbound the prisoner*- cast a cloak 
around him, and placing the reins in hia hand, 
Zerah sprang upoa the spirited animal. The escort 
gathered closer to him, 'when the dismounted man, 
removing his disguise, presented J the benevolent 
countenance of Luke. " One word," said Zerah, 
" AUfytth /" " Enough," was the reply ; " all shall 
he done for those you love— away !" Putting their 
horses to full speed, the city was soon left, and the 
troop stopped not till they arrived at a retired house. 
One of the party made a sign to Zerah to dis* 
mount, pointing to the door of the house. He did 
as directed, but before entering very gratefully" 
thanked his generous preservers; no answer was 
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returned except saluting him with their swords ;— 
which done, they returned them to their scabbards, 
and hastily galloped off. ' . - % 

Zerah could not doubt who were his kind friends— 
the companions of the spear-band, who though they 
had thus preserved him, would otherwise, since his 
public confetsion of- Christianity > hold no converse 
with him ; and it was at the expressr desire of Luke, 
and the knowledge of their beloved Alemeth's great 
friendship for him, that they had thus run the risk 
of severe censure if discovered in effecting the re- 
lease, of Zerah, - ' 

The house by which be stood, or the persons 
who occupied it, he had no knowledge of ; nor, 
indeed, if even inhabited, so perfectly still was all 
around and within. He gehtly attempted to open 
the door, which having done and ^ntered^ was pro- 
ceeding to an inner door, when, to his surprise, it 
was opened by Petronflla ! Each, in much agita- 
tion, pronounced the name of the other ; then mu- 
tual inquiries ensued, and a full detail of recent 
events were exchanged. The ingenuous counte- 
nahce of Petronilla told the warm interest of her 
4ieart, when the noble friendship of Alemeth was 
affectionately dwelt upon by Zerah : and so totally 
unconscious was she of possessing the love of the 
latter, that, had not- maideiriy reserve sealed heir 
lips, she could have confidec[ to *hir% with sisterly 
sincerity, all that had passed between them. But 
to Alemeth she left the disclosure, when his friend 
would know the state of her affections. 
18* 
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The sickness. of Alernelh was anxiously talked 
over. She inquired how they might hear of him ; 
and was consoled by the assurance, ' that Luke 
would not only professionally attend, but find means 
to inform them of hieureturning health, and all other 
comforting information! " But who," inquired Ze- 
rah, "are your present protectors? O,' that you 
could with safety have continued with those so dear 
to me." f< And say," she energetically exclaimed, 
" to me also, for I love your venerable parents al- 
most as mucti as though they .were mine own," 
"Would that they were!" thought Zerah. He 
checked a momentary sensibility on that point, and 
in the voice of tender regret observed, " I must 
leave them for their sakes ; nor return to Jerusalem, 
but stealthily, to receive once more their blessing, 
and depart." "But where can / go, Zerah?" — 
"To your father at Pontus, as soon, dear maiden, 
as we devise safe conduct" 

The worthy people to whom the house belonged 
in which Zerah and Petronilla were, received Zerah 
with the kindness of relatives, assuring him of per- 
fect security, they never having been suspected of 
favoring Christians, though privately the humble 
disciples of his Master and theirs. The family meal 
was cheered by a sense of present safety — the hope 
of Alemeth's recovery— and the certainty that Luke 
would inform his parents of the necessity of his 
present longer than usual absence. Altogether the 
feelings of Zerah were soothed, and the kind looks 
of Petronilla beamed affectionate sympathy. 



ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. SI 1 



f CHAPTER XH. 

Fok some time Peter preached, after he went 
into Pontus, Galatia and the Lesser Asia, to the 
Jews, who had,4>y former captivity or late persecu- 
tions, been driven thither ; and it pleased the Al- 
mighty so to enable him, that he made many con- 
verts among'them. While here, before proceeding 
to Rorfte, he hoped to receive his daughter from the 
hands of her youthful protector, they having found 
means of communicating their progress through 
iriany difficulties and dangers toward him, attended 
with tedious delays inseparable from the dread of 
being overtaken by the powerful arm of the San- 
hedrim, urged on by Abishai, who still resolved 
to destroy" Zerah by subtilty, and obtain Petronilla. 
He demeaned himself cunningly, persuading his 
son that he thought no more of the criminals, sup- 
posing they were gone too far for successful pursuit ; 
and moreover, for Alemeth's sake, he would not 
seek the life of Zerah. Little did that son imagine 
the innocent Petronilla was the object of his lawless 
passion ; and as he knew that Zerah was as secure 
as distance and watchfulness could render him, his 
mind recovered much of its former tranquillity on 
his friend's account ; yet still, too sensiblyaffected 
when imagination presented the many attractions of 
his beloved Petronilla, combined with the apprehen- 
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sion of 'having, as it were, supplanted bis friend. 
Still the pure consciousness of innocently obtaining 
a preference in her bosom, and the certainly that 
Zerah could not hereafter live securely at his do- 
mestic homfe, where Petronilla was so fondly cherished 
by his parents — or perhaps, in prudence,* make £he . 
maiden his wife any where — produced the- conclu- 
sion, that the same impression might be made upon 
the mind of Zerah, whose peculiar situation, and 
entire exemption from selfishness, would operate in 
subduing any warmer feeling than friendship, if he 
experienced it, when the indulgence would be detri- 
mental to Petronilla. 

By degrees, Alemeth's health was in a great de- 
gree restored, and his father urged him to listen to 
a proposal of going to Rome, to attach himself to 
the young Agrippa, who, it was understood, would 
possess all the power, and govern the territory of 
his late father. Alemeth rejoiced, for no. proposal 
could be more acceptable and agreeable ; he knew 
that his dearest friends anticipated being &t Rome 
so soon as Petronilla's father had finished his course 
of preaching in the Lesser Asia. 

This welcome information was secretly brought 
by a trusty messenger, with the report of their safe, 
though slow and cautious progress to the appointed 
place where Zerah was to resign his interesting 
charge to the protection of her parent, and after- 
wards be guided in his own movements, accord- 
ing to circumstances. With respect to the safety . 
of his friends, on reaching Rome, Alemeth felt 
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satisfied, because at that period it was the will of 
God to soften the heart of the Emperor Claudius 
toward Christians; and Peter, when he arrived 
there, laid the first foundation of Christian faith in 
that city, then the bead of the world — where the 
apostle preached diligently and successfully. Many 
conversions were made, and the kindness of Claji-^ 
dius to the Christians generally,- then, was appa- 
rently repaid, by the extraordinary providence dis- 
played in the 'suppression of some exceedingly 
dangerous rebellionSj-^-so that the whole-empire en- 
joyed the advantage of the gospel proclaimed there. 

Peter preached not only to the Jews, but to 
Gentiles, staying at the dwelling of the noble 
Pudens, after he was converted by his preaching, 
and. where, with Petronilla and 2 er ah, he received 
most generous hospitality. 

Pudens was charmed .with hia guests, and so 
early reverenced the doctrines, testimony and faith 
of Peter, that his mind imbibed the spiritual truths 
imparted by this zealous apostle of the Divine Sa- 
viour of mankind. Pudens of courscwithdrew from 
witnessing and supporting, as in common with 
others he had done* the sti*ange magical delusions 
of Simon Magus, whose arts had gained the belief 
of his being a God, and he then superseded all 
other idolators'. * 

Simon Magus,/ormer/y, when he saw himself out- 
done by Philip, and had received a sharp rebuke from 
Peter, seemed penitent, and laid aside his art for a 
time. He became nominally a Christian, and left 
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Samaria ; but after passing through many countries 
where Christ was truly preached, and endeavor- 
ing to possess their minds with an opinion of Atmte(£ 
so as to make them averse to the Gospel, he came 
to Rome, where he performed so many estrange 
things, that he was honored as a god by the Senate, 
and had an altar erected to him in the* Insula Ti- 
burna, with this inscription : ^imoni Deo Sancto. 
Peterj 'it is thought, timed his visit tdj Rome par* 
ticularly to meet and confront this sorcerer and 
hypocrite. It was not easy suddenly to root out 
such prejudices in his favor as publicly existed, but 
Peter so cleared up the people's minds, by his doc- 
trines and real miracles, that Magus at length watt 
generally looked upon as an impostor, and his 
miracles as magical delusions ; though he still re* 
tained a good opinion among some of the great 
ones of Rome, who doubtless had their reasons for 
it, — till Peter, at the latter end of his life, brought 
him to a shameful end. 

Very anxiously did Zerah and Petronilla look 
for tidings from Alemeth, the frequent subject of 
their conversation. They knew not that he was 
about to visit Rome, that having been determined 
since their last communication. Deeply were both 
interested in this admirable friend ; his devoted self- 
immolation at the arena was continually dwelt upon 
with the most tender and grateful remembrance, 
nor could the fearless and judicipus assistance of 
their noble friend Luke, the physician, ever fail to 
prove a theme for exciting warm gratitude and praise. 
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The affection so, evidently subsisting, between these 
young people, produced an impression upon Pudens, 
and it was communicated to the father of Petronilla, 
that their union in marriage might be anticipated; 
He was more than ordinarily disposed to believe 
this, when rather suddenly interrupting an animated 
conversation, the countenance of each was flushed— 
but the topic was Alemeth's friendship, Pudens 
came to say,. <' I have agreeable news for you, Ze- 
rah : the great Philo has. arrived at Rome, and very 
different will be bis reception to the last when here, 
be assured. I have just Conversed with this learned 
Je^ of Alexandria, and on subjects of .vital impor- 
tance.. He listened profoundly attentive, after in- 
quiry concerning Christian faith and practice. May 
all that was said touch effectually that highly-gifted 
man ; and with the blessing of Him, who fructifies 
his own glorious doctrine of eternal life, he finally 
may be gathered with those, whose faith and dili- 
gence shall make their catling and election sure /" 

" Is my revered kinsman indeed arrived V K eagerly 
exclaimed Zerah. " What an unexpected gratifi- 
cation ! I will hasten to present myself to him." 
u Stay," said Pudens, u he is to be my guest while 
at Rome — I am honored by his acceptance of my 
invitation to make this house his home. It is my 
delight, Zerah, to collect the wise, the learned, the 
good, around me/ My friends may discern, that so 
amply am I endowed with means for such elevated 
enjoyment, that they cannot put me to any incon- 
venience. The Supreme Giver of all my blessings 
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will, I humbly trust, inspire me* with power hence- 
forth to do all things that are pleasing in his sight, 
%nd will enable me to further his glorious cause, by 
the help of his Holy Spirit. I go to bring hither 
your kinsman.* y 

When he had left the apartment, Peter, who bad 
accompanied Pudens, looked with, paternal tender- 
ness at Petronilla— then at Zerah. He kis&d his 
daughter's forehead, and in an agitated voice said, 
u That you are spared to me, my ichild, saved frdro 
the hands of the cruel,, by that gracious Master whom 
we serve, is unspeakable comfort. This youth was 
permitted to bring you to your father — but, O my 
daughter, our walk in this * life cannot always be 
together, though true it is, that the Lord permits at 
this time rest to his Church ; his Christian servants 
find some favor in the sight of Rome's emperor, ia 
order that his Gospel should spread — yet not for 
long continuance will there be security for the mes- 
sengers who must drink of His <cup. For me, mar- 
tyrdom ! the hour I know not, — but He, who cannot 
lie, revealed it to his servant. My Petronilla, and 

you, deay 'ZeraV He took a hand of each in 

his. The door opened, Alemeth rushed toward thg 
group, an instant paused before them, then was he 
taken to the bosom of Zerah. Petronilla still held 
her father's hand — her own trembled, and she turned 
pale. " Alemeth," said Zerah, " behold the father 
of Petronilla ; and thou, most revered, behold the 
young man who saved my life and Petronilla 9 s" 
** Then doubly welcome to me^— my heart is warm 
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toward you, Alemeih." The extended hand of 
Peter was respectfully received, while, as if to en- 
courage the confused modesty of his daughter, he 
presented her hand to Aleroeth. It was not pressed, 
but in one glance he read — that he was loved, even 
as he loved. 

" This indeed is as unlocked for a meeting, as it 
is joyful," cheerfully exclaimed Zerah. "But how 
did you obtain permission to visit Rome? I fear that 
to renew health was such permission given, for I see 
that health is not quite restored— O, if from the per- 
ilous exposure in my cause your life should continue 
jeopardized, how shall. 1 bear to see it, my friend ?— 
How can I repay my already heavy debt *" tc It is 

more than paid in meeting you and' 9 -"Not 

quite, Alemelh, but* our friendship's fond rivalship 
will strive who shall most disinterestedly promote 
the happiness of the other." The father and daughter 
retired. 

The young friends now unreservedly communi- 
cated the detail of their travels, except that Zerah 
revealed not the abduction of Petronilla, for Alem- 
eth only understood that the opportunity of con- 
ducting her to meet her father it was on every 
account advisable to embrace, as removing the 
maiden from the great risk of persecution at Jerusa- 
lem. Alemeth in few words made known his fa- 
ther's proposal that he should journeg to Rome, 
and attach himself to the young Agrippa ; but his 
friend perceived that the real cause of Abishai's pro- 
moting the far distant visit to Rome was/ to be left 
19 
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quite free to proceed in his designs upon Petronilla. 
No remark, of coarse, was made, but the expressing 
of -heartfelt satisfaction in having together the en- 
joyment of beholding the vast variety of interesting, 
matter presented in the great city for their mutual 
gratification, and the pleasures of friendly inter* 
course. There was, however, always a constrained 
manner upon one subject — Petronilla I 

Some .caution was requisite to preclude any son- 
versation between Petronilla and Alemeth relative 
to AbUhai, that is to say, the person who had so 
grossly insulted her. In order to secure absolute 
silence, Zerah, with her father's sanction, agaia 
begged, and received her promise, never to name the 
matter to Alemeth, neither of tbe time when she 
was imprisoned in his house, nor the subsequent 
ill-treatment ; for it would be needlessly irritating, 
though too distant at that time for Alemeth to 
investigate the misconduct toward her, and punish 
the man who had dared in his own house so to treat 
Petronilla ! She only knew Abishai was the name 
of Alemeth's father, and that he was the inveterate 
persecutor of Christians every where ; yet, however 
silent, her thoughts hot unfrequently rested upon 
that strongly marked countenance ; its expression, 
shuddering, she could not forget— but always ima- 
gined that tliis offender's true character was un- 
known to 44emeth, though possibly from his age, a 
friend of his father. One thing she doubted not, 
that he was among the wicked of the world ; and 
contrasting him with her father, the good old parents 
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of Zetah, and others, rejoiced in the probability of 
there being few so bad, as she could not bat call 
Ann. Of Alemeth she seemed now in a manner 
undefinable to think — her feelings, when comparing 
those toward Zerah, were heightened by an invo- 
luntary question— how is this i What more to me 
can Alemeth be than a dear and loving friend f 
He. is not a Christian — but should he ever be a 
Christian !— And here the conscious heart beat more 
rapidly. Her father's eloquent, faithful preaching 
'might convert him — the example of his friend — 
{and she would have Added, his regard for me)— 
but.be regards me not as when we parted — met me 
not as when we last met. The hand ho held when 
presented by her father received no gentle pressure, 
and she had concluded that his feelings were changed 
toward her. Every hope was fading — he 'was re- 
solved not to belong to the Christian band, and well 
assured that she would wed no man out of that 
band — honor restrained now all appearance of seek- 
ing to obtain her affections more conclusively. But 
why then, she thought, did he come to Rome, 
acquainted as he was that she would be there with 
her father and Zerah 1 And was not Zerah's man- 
ner become colder than it was when with his 
family] -Then he more freely conversed, and in 
tones of affectionate interest. Now there was every 
proper attention, and kindly he had watched for 
her safety, and promoted her comfort with unceas- 
ing assiduity from the moment of departing from 
the house of the venerable man who sheltered thepa 
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from pursuit^ to that in which she was folded to the 
breast of her father : still she felt, she saw, that he 
was not the Zerah she first knew— and tears fell 
from her. dark eyes as she sighing exclaimed, 
u What can I have done to estrange these clear 
friends V 9 What would I not give to see them look 
upon me as they once did i 

Aleuieth failed not in paying court to the young 
Agrippa; but Zerah had done with all secular 
views, and -constantly accompanied the Apostle Pe- 
ter, listening to his preaching, and beholding, with 
unspeakable satisfaction, its increasing effect in 
banishing idolatry. Alemeth often attended, and, 
imperceptibly to himself, became a more and more 
frequent attendant, — more closely imbibing the 
words of eternal life, which his friend now trusted 
would be interwoven with his existence. Though 
he zealously longed for the conversion of Alemeth, 
yet he forbore aught but his steady example, in all 
humility leaving the work to the operating force of 
truth from the lips of Peter and the influence of 
grace, imparted by the Holt Ghost, to draw him 
into the fold of Christ. 

Not long after these friends met, they were con- 
versing upon the admirable teaching of Peter, and 
the very engaging qualities of his beautiful daughter. 
After a short pause, Zerah calmly observed, " I see, 
my dear Alemeth, that you love — passionately love 
— Petronilla. Start not, reply not, but hear me. 
My parents ardently desired that I should form a 
new marriage tie with her; and, possibly, had 
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events been different, such a tie might have been 
formed, for she is all a husband could desire, or 
parents cherish : but, my Alemeth, Rachel was the 
same, and one such earthly pearl" is treasure enough 
for mortar wearing. I never proposed marriage to 
Petronilla." '« But," said Alemeth, exceedingly 
agitated, " I see that her father only waits for you 
to propose it." " Truly, I believe so," was the in- 
genuous reply; "but tell me, Alemeth, do you not 
believe that the maiden's heart inclines to you in 
modest preference V 9 Alemeth blushed ; his breath, 
ing labored ; he looked at his friend, then reclined 
upori his shoulder, white Zerah continued — "She 
will never wed any but a CkriiUan." Alemeth 
raised his head, and, standing before his friend, 
gazed affectionately at his much-loved countenance. 
"She would have beeen yours* Zerah, but / pre- 
vented it ; yet should I hate myself, could I willingly 
have stood in the way of your happiness : and from 
the time your mother's few but very impressive 
words were heard by me, I have felt as if your rival ; 
yet, when Petronilla seemingly gave me reason to 
hope that I was beheld as love delights to see, I 
could not think that you had ever received the like 
proofs of preference, and loved intensely; but since 
those all-important words, resolved, when next I 
saw Petronilla, rather to be thought capricious by 
her, suffering the miserable result, than to sup- 
plant you, if when I saw you together, parental 
wishes appeared to favor you — so far, so very far 
superior to me." 
19* 



222 2ERA0, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

" No more," interrupted Zerah, Cl you are perfectly 
understood; well known to me, dear Alemeth, is 
thy noble nature. Let us end this conversation." 
" One word more," said Alemeth. " I am very 
certain her father was on the point of bestowing his 
child when I made my appearance so suddenly ; 
and what hope then have I, even should you gene- 
rously resign yours 1" — "None, under any circum- 
stances, unless a Christian in perfect truth, not influ- 
enced, by your love — not persuading yourself to 
be such, without being deeply convinced of your 
change," 

Alemeth, in a sensitive tone rather, replied, " Does 
my friend then imagine me devoid of that principle, 
which would saornto deceive myself or others 1" 
*•* The heart is deceitful?' was the answer : '.'We -do 
not know ourselves— but, Alemeth, the reward I 
desire for all that you have done for my temporal 
life, and every good deed of yours, is, that through 
perfect faith in Jesus Christ, you may inherit 
eternal happiness, everlasting life, in the kingdom of 
heaven! Give yourself every advantage by sedu- 
lously hearing his apostle ; observe, that men whose 
understanding is of the first order among the Jews, 
are daily converted — reven till now most jealous of 
Judaism. Behold the noble Senator, Pudens, with 
other Qejqtiles— the beloved physician, Luke of 
Antioch — ^he astonishingly converted Saul o£ 
Tarsus, the persecuting Jew, the chief destroyer 
of Christians, now their shield, and teaching full 
of faith. And see you not how powerfully the dis- 
coursing of Peter affects Philo V 
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At this moment Philo entered, and truly the 
mind of this great man was ultimately so influenced 
by the interesting awakening discourses, frequently 
held before, and with him, that his last works con- 
tain many Christian precepts and rules, though 
disguised under a different method, and favoring 
Jewish philosophy. Philo was urgent with his 
young/irinsman to return with him soon to Alex- 
andria, to which he consented, intending afterward 
to join the apostle Paul. But there was a wish *to 
accomplish previous to departing — it was the union, 
or affiance of Alemeth and Petronilla. .He was 
aware that her father would approve of himself 9 if 
he proposed to become the husband and future 
protector of his beloved daughter, but he intended, 
should there be a suitable opening, to acquaint him 
with the plain truth, — and if not, he would intro- 
duce the subject previous to leaving Rome,. 
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CHAPTER XIH. 

Zeraii and Petronilla had been together ad- 
miring some of the inimitable structures with which 
the city was adorned, while Alemeth was with the 
young Agrippa. They paused beneath a beautiful 
archway, conversing upon the Roman history. Ze- 
rah eloquently traced it from the days of Romulus 
down to that period, when the stupendous, the im- 
mortal corner-stone of the Christian structure was 
laid by Peter in the simplicity of primitive purity , that 
which " he who runs may read " Christ the Re- 
deemer was traced upon its then unspotted beauty of 
holiness. — Would that, unsullied by subsequent corrup- 
tions, and consequent fearfulness of detection, be- 
cause withholding the genuine instruction of its 
saving truths from universal readers, priestcraft's 
dominion had not imposed its shackles upon igno- 
rance — impressed perverted construction of certain , 
highly-important points of Gospel faith and doctrine, 
misleading Christians denominated Roman Catholics 
into false interpretations, and thus plunging them 
into all the errors incidental : fanaticism, cruelly 
with the hand of bigotry, destroying the mild, simply 
developed beauty of holiness, which instructs the 
spirit of man to repentance — and desireshim in hum- 
ble faith to approach God, only through the medium 
of Jesus Christ, who in his Gospel says, " Come 
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unto me, all ye thai labor and are heaty laden." What 
mistaken guidance then, to substitute the medium 
of the Virgin Mary, and the saints ! Did the saints 
charge mankind to pray through them ? Search the 
Gospel. Men are to imitate in all godliness, not 
invoke the saints to aid their supplications. Neither 
can they obtain absolution from an earthly poten- 
tate, nor should they be compelled by the Romish 
Churxh to believe in the real presence, instead of 
spiritually receiving the. memorials commanded "in 
remembrance ol Him P* whose sacrifice was for the 
sins of the world. — As Zerah ended with observing* 
that the Christian structure of Rome was com- 
menced by Peter, — his daughter, with sublime 
triumph delineated throughout her countenance 
and attitude, exclaimed, " Am I indeed so blest as 
to claim for my earthly parent, him who was pro- 
nounced by the Lord of life the rock upon which the 
kingdom of this world should be built ? O my Saviour, 
my adored Redeemer, let thy weak servant be 
strengthened by thy grace, to prove in all /things 
thy faithful disciple." 

Zerah looked at her beaming countenance. She 
saw not that Alemeth also had now drawn near, 
and heard and beheld her ; for her eyes were raised 
with ardent expression, penetrating those skies, 
above whieh she knew that her beloved father had 
witnessed the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All for a short space remained in . contemplative 
silence. ' Petronilla now saw that Alemeth tad 
joined them, but his eyes were humbly cast down : 
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presently he raised them, and clasping his hands, 
fervently ejaculated, " My soul, also, hath a longing 
desire to enter into the courts of the living God 
through the mediation of Jesus Christ his Son 
our Lord ; and in full faith I pray to be wholly 
sanctified by the influence of the Holt Spirit — to 
worship the unity of Father, Son, and Holy 'Ghost 
— God Eternal — Creator — Rediemer-r-Sanctifier." 

Petronilla' sank upon her knees, and, folding her 
hands across her bosom, pr&yed inaudibly ; then 
with indescribable serenity arose, turned to the 
young men, and, presenting a hand to each, affec- 
tionately said, " Come, dear friends, come to my 
father, and rejoice his heart with these delightful 
things." 

As they proceeded from the shade of the beauti- 
ful archway where this scene passed, Zerah ad- 
vanced a little before his companions, while they 
were interchanging serious observations. The cer- 
tainty that Petronilla might now listen to Alemeth 
upon another subject, and yield her heart without 
reserve, gave him the sincerest satisfaction ; and as 
he left them, the eyes of these true friends met— 
with so pure a sense in each bosom of genuine, 
exalted, tried affection — that the bond of friendship 
was drawn close as human tie could bind it. 

Zerah joined a large assembly of Jews, patricians, 
and plebeians, collected to hear Peter : these, having 
seen the defeat of Simon Magus, were attracted* 
'some by a real desire to hear the apostle again, 
others curious to learn how he might acquit himself, 
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and hoping to witness the performance of some 
miracle. Never was Christ qrucified so success* 
fully preached at Rome. Very many converts were 
brought to confess that his gospel was indeed the 
power of God unto salvation. 

When Alemeth and Petronilla arrived at the 
bouse of Pudens, it was not immediately that he 
could speak to her father, from the circumstance of 
his being employed as related ; and they resumed 
their interesting communications. Again he poured 
forth his hope that their lives would be spent in 
conjugal happiness, and their united being continu- 
ally devote the years to come 'in striving to improve 
in Christian worthiness, seeking diligently to bring 
others into the Christian fold. Their hands were 
- phghtei if her father approved — which neither 
doubted. t( But," said Petronilla, " you must not 
publicly announce your faith, Alemeth, nor" 
fe Our marriage," he continued; "I know4,hatmy 
father's wrath would be kindled against the Chris- 
tian, though myself the known offender. But I will 
contrive to avoid all suspicion, if you can consent to 
lead a very private life at Alexandria. And, dearest 
Petronilla, a sudden arrangement occurs, which, if 
it can be made, will render you most comfortable, 
and secure us both from discovery. I will request 
the kinsman of Zerah, Philo, to receive us at his 
house, where you can reside altogether while I am 
obliged to remain at Alexandria. After departing 
thence, we must be guided by circumstances. Philo 
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will be gratified in. having you for an inmate, and so 
will his whole household, with Zerah, our faithful 
guardian." " Not long," answered Petronilla ; 
" for he told me a few hours ago, that his intention 
is to join those who hear the Apostle Paul, as soon 
as convenient for him to go." Alemeth endeavored 
to persuade her to dismiss - every disturbing solici- 
tude,, and they parted. 

Upon the return of Peter, he retired to his 
apartment. Having exerted himself exceedingly, 
he felt the effects in every respect more than usual ; 
but previous to his retiring, Zerah, who with Pu- 
dens accompanied him home, requested permission 
to converse with him. when he had reposed awhile. 
Cheerfully was the request complied with, and 
Zerah, at the appointed time, entered his apart- 
ment, where Peter still rested on a couch ; his eyes 
were closed, though he was not sleeping, for his 
lips moved in prayer. Observing this, the young 
man stood in reverential awe, even as though he 
also felt the presence of. that dear Saviour who, 
doubtless, then received the aspirations of his apos- 
tle. In a few moments Peter raised himself, rest- 
ing his head upon one hand, and with the other 
motioning Zerah to approach, * What is it^ dear 
youth, that you particularly desire to #sk or com- 
municate 1" 

Zerah approached, and with profound respect 
took the still outstretched hand between his own : 
M I have both to ask and to communicate intelli- 
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gence Which I know will cause you to rejoice. 
Memeth is in all truth a proselyte, and will give you 
the fullest demonstration." 

" I do indeed rejoice, Zerah, and the more be- 
cause I am aware that you cannot be deceived in 
this instance, nor can I think the worthy youth 
deceives himself. Let me immediately receive, 
and pray for him* that strength may be given, en- 
abling hftn wholly to enter and continue in Christ's 
service a faithful believer." 

u And now,'* said Zerah, steadily fixing his eyes 
upon those of the holy man, u I prefer my petition" 
" What could Zerah desir& of me and be refused V 9 
A blush passed over the fine face of the gratified 
supplicant, Peter withdrew not his eyes, and Zerah 
proceeded: "The affections of Alemeth are altoge- 
ther won by Petronilla." The father involuntarily 
started, but spoke not.' "And I have long per- 
ceived that she only waited to see him what he 
now is, to return his love, with your benediction" 

Peter for a moment concealed his face, and then 
calmly said, " I cannot in truth forbear the re- 
mark, my young friend, that in any other case I 
should put to the test of time the perfect conversion 
of a youth passionately loving a maiden* who he is 
certain could not, would not become his wife unless 
of the same faith. But your evidence, and my own 
previous examination, will justify the consent I 
shall give to their union ; and with gratitude to the 
Dispenser of all good, for thus placing my beloved 
child in the way of temporal and eternal happiness 
20 
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with him to whom she has given her affections 
Yet, Zerah, had yo«"— — he paused, and Zetah 
saw by the expression of his countenance what he 
would have added, and modestly said, "Had my 
peculiar situation permitted— had my observation 
not discovered their, mutual attachment — I should 
have pleaded with the father of Petnonilla for my- 
self." That father again held forth his hand, which 
was affectionately pressed. 

A few moments of silence ensued, when Zerah 
resumed the subject. " There is a blessing attend- 
ing this matter, exemplified in the ignorance of 
both Petronilla and Alemeth, of AbishdVs conduct, 
the knowledge of which would imbitter their lives: 
it may for ever remain, unknown to them, unless by 
some chance or emissary Abishai should ascertain 
the abode-ef your daughter ; for he will assuredly 
endeavor to entrap her, under pretext, in the first 
instance, of dragging her to Jerusalem, there to 
suffer martyrdom as a Christian. If at the sahie 
time practicable, he will also secure my person; for 
he knew I watched for her safety, and believes . me 
affianced to her ; and although not in the least 
suspecting how his son will be circumstanced, would 
plan to remove him from proximity to his friend, 
because, from the proof Alemeth has so impres- 
sively given, that no open violence done to that 
friend should exist without his unhesitatingly- ^far- 
ing it, he would, if learning that his son, Petronilla, 
her father, and myself were at Rome, contrive to 
send him thence, in order to pursue his machina- 



ZfiRAH, THB BELIEVING JEW. SSI 

tions free from interruption. Indeed,, such seems 
the "operating plan even now, Alemeth very unex- 
pectedly having received an order from his father 
to repair to Alexandria, where an appointment 
awaited him, as he would find, the next time he 
paid his duty to the. young Agrippa." 

"How then," anxiously inquired Peter, "can I 
consent to my daughter's going to Alexandria with 
Alemeth T 

A gentle rap at the door, and then Alemeth pre- 
sented himself, The extended arms of the apostle 
were ready ta receive the youtf). He blessed him 
with tender solemnity, and the ensuing most inter- 
esting examination confirmed in very truth that he 
might be admitted a disciple of the Saviour. Kneel- 
ing, and with . uplifted eyes, Peter prayed with 
glowing fervor for the merciful acceptance of him 
who also kneeled, and dedicated his spirit, soul 
and body to God, through Jesus Christ; 

And now the command Alemeth had received to 
leave Rome for Alexandria w&s imparted by him, 
and in agitated continuation his devoted attach- 
ment, — concluding with every promise of protecting 
love, if Petronilla's revered father would consent to 
give her in marriage. That consent obtained, and 
also that she might accompany him to Alexandria, 
under the additional guardianship of Philo, com- 
pleted the joy of his young heart. "One only 
•regret,' 9 he feelingly said, " 1 cannot in this doubly 
important decision consult my own parent : his in- 
veteracy on the subject of Chrutianiiy utterly pre- 
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eludes it. I must y therefore, however unwillingly, 
conceal from him, till, I trust, a more suitable 
time permits, the knowledge of my adopted faith 
.and marriage. He will be spared excitement, 
which might, by its intensity, destroy him, and I 
indirectly be guilty of parricide — when I would 
preserve Ids life, which during my brief years, has 
been the source of happiness to- mine— by every 
possible act of love and duty. As soon as may 
be, after reasonable stay at Alexandria, 1 purpose 
petitioning to return to Rome, where, under the 
favoring smile of the Emperor Claudius toward 
Christians, no question of our security will arise. 
My means of support, independent of my father, will, 
amply supply every rational enjoyment, should I not 
procure a station producing emolument when quit- 
ting* the one proposed at Alexandria. Fear not, 
then, to trust your inestimable daughter to me/ 9 

Peter had watched the ingenuous countenance of 
Alemeth, with an expression in his which seemed 
before he spoke in reply, to say, " My son." Too 
great was the happiness of the youth to utter more 
than " My father." 

The young men regretted to hear from Peter 
that there was no hope of his going at present to 
Alexandria, remaining duties. causing longer deten- 
tion at Rome, but added, "The fellowship of Mark 
will in some degree supply the absence of your fond 
attentions, Think of me as serving the Lord, and 
bound in spirit every where to serve as appointed. 
Dedicate yourselves to him, and you will reap the 
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reward be hath promised, for other foundat on can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." 
Philo was much gratified when Zerah proposed that 
Alemeth and hie bride should reside with l)im 
during their stay at Alexandria. In bis presence 
the young couple were united, and her father, in 
bestowing Petronilla, emphatically said, " Her dower 
is that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price." # ~ 



20* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Soon after arriving at Alexandria, it was deter- 
mined by Zerah to seek, and then' accompany, ac- 
cording to circumstances, the journeyings of the 
apostle Paul : but lie received information from. 
Jerusalem, which caused him to join his parents 
without delay, in that -city. The communication 
concerning his father greatly disturbed him-, fear- 
ing that, such was his state of health, he might not, 
however expeditions, find him living. In haste he 
took leave- of Philo, Afemeth and Petronilla. The 
latter parted with him in tears, yet would not have 
detained him an hour ; they knew his motive for 
leaving them sooner than anticipated, and with re- 
peated affectionate cautions to beware of the San- 
hedrim, embraced and bid him farewell. Philo 
commended himself to his aged sister and her hus- 
band, with many kind wishes, urging the former, in 
case of her husband's decease, to end her days with 
him, if she could bear removal. 

It was not the privilege of Zerah to receive the 
dying blessing of his father, who expired, he found, 
even before his son heard of his last illness ; but in 
his fond mother's arms be was long held, as the 
blessing she could not again part with. She was 
exceedingly feeble, and the lamp of life not likely 
to burn much longer. To her son, the meeting was 
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mournful, and while he cherished, he saw-that she 
also was about to depart. He had the consolation 
of uniting filial assiduity to promote her comfort 
with those* by whom she . had been most faithfully 
served — the widow and daughter of her senior do- 
mestic. These kind women rejoiced at the arrival 
of Zerah, for they knew that the .sinking relict of 
his father could not survive him beyond a short 
time, and though the presence of her beloved child 
was as a restoring cordial, still, the long-cherished 
partner^of her existence was jio more to be seen, 
and she felt drawn toward his grave. Soon her 
remnant of strength decreased daily, he* small ap- 
petite failed, her intellect became childish, and she 
died in his arms, who had so tenderly ministered io 
her helplessness, like a wearied infant, going to 
sleep. Zerah impressed a kiss upon her forehead, 
for seyeral minutes continued to support the re- 
mains of this dear mother, and before the female 
attendants had ventured to interrupt the protracted 
silence, a person entered the chamber of death— 
who started in surprise; but when Zerah sighed 
heavily, his name was uttered, and he beheld Luke, 
the physician— the friend ! Together they placed 
the deceased upon her bed — after % which, and a 
lingering v gaze, the bereaved suffered himself to be 
led into another apartment by his sympathizing 
visitor. Luke had arrived but that day at Jerusalem. 
He had sought the aged mother of Zerah, to pre- 
vent her from hearing what he resolved wholly to 
conceal, if possible. 
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When the first burst of grief had subsided, Luke, 
expressed such repeated satisfaction at finding him 
alive, that Zerah was roused to say, u Why, my kind 
friend, did yoir suppose that / also was numbered 
wilh the dead V 9 

"You will not be surprised that such was ray 
supposition,'' replied Luke, "when you hear what I 
will relate, and must at onle relate ; for it is evident 
that your life is desperately sought, and Jerusalem 
no place of safety — no, not for another day scarcely. 
But, to proceed : I fell in company with a man whom 
I knew to be in the confidential service and pay of 
Abishai ; he was in that sort of haste, and wore that 
indescribable manner, which, to a commonly saga- 
cious and <:alm observer of human nature, denotes 
perturbation, — if a suspected character, guilt, — and I 
was disposed to follow him at a distance. After 
going along several streets, he stopped at the door 
of a publican's house. Presently I saw Jlbishai, 
who apparently had waited there for him, as they 
instantly spoke together, as if upon a subject well 
understood. Abishai looked exultingly, and still 
continued discourse as they walked onwards. I 
followed, for they were so wholly engrossed by their 
subject, that had I been nearer, I should not have 
been noticed. They entered the dwelling of Abi- 
shai's brother-in-law, and, leaving the door open, I 
also entered the house, resolved to discover, at least, 
if this meeting was to be altogether phi v ate, for I 
bore you in mind, Zerah, and knew your enemy : 
besides, if you were not in danger, the fate of some 
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other .devoted Christian perhaps hung upon the 
moment, artd' might, by timely counteraction; be 
ayerted. To a retired room Abishai led the way, 
too intent still upon hearing all the man had to re- 
late to look behind him ; and doubtless I might have 
listened, for I bad seen sufficient to convince me 
that evil was going on, or had been perpetrated. 
I chose not to be a listener, but to wait-— determined 
to wait and gather from the informer, -as much as 
possible, the nature of this business, after which, to 
keep a vigilant eye both upon him and Abishai. 
After a 'considerable time the suspicious person 
carpe forth. I made ,a rapid circuit, and met him 
farther on ; be immediately recognized me, and 
would have passed on as he slightly saluted, but I 
took the liberty of stopping hi go, inquiring whether 
he could inform me where to find a certain tra- 
veller m company with us, or if he stopped short of 
the, city? .He briefly said, * The traveller; did n6t 
enter the city/ and stepped forward. You seem in 
baste, I said. * O no,' .he answered, * my business 
is done, and 1 only may seem to be in haste, I sup- 
pose, owing to my late hurry ; the habit is upon me 
of quick motion. 9 Your business must have been 
» very agreeable as well as active, I; observed, judg- 
ing by your satisfied looks. * Why, to be sure,' he 
replied, * I have been well paid, and that always 
pleases a man : my services were valued to the 
fully though I encountered some dangers by. land and. 
by water.* , Have you travelled much ? I asked. 
* O much, much.' How far had you been when I 
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saw you first % Drawing back a few inches, while 
I continued, to say, I suppose there may be news 
from whencevyeu last came, he looked strangely at 
me, and said, ' Ypu may know it, probably, as well 
as I, being, also a traveller. 9 But,- 1 observed, my 
late journey was short ; yours, doubtless, more dis- 
tant. 'Yes, all the way from Alexandria. 9 Ah! 
and what from thence 1 ' Why, there is otie piece 
of news that will concern the Nazarenes, I ^m of 
opinion; for it must rejoice Jews, and sooa be in 
every body's mouth, that the young man who es- 
caped from the Sanhedrim long ago, and caused all 
that talking about Alemeth, who wanted to fight 
side by side with the condemned,'— 4 hardly could 
control my intense agitation while he-continued,— - 
' has got his reward for changing the faith of his 
fathers ; he is killed, that's all/ By whom ? 'No 
matter, no matter, so as his death makes one less of 
the Christians,' said the half-grinning fellow ; ' and 
as I am cousin of Scmballad, slain by Zerah, you 
must needs think / am heartily glad that he is 
slain. 9 Did you healr the . particulars ? 1 eagerly 
inquired. 'I cannot relate more than just the fact; 
so good day to you, Sir.' And he abruptly turned 
down a street. Full of grief, and fearful that your 
mother should hear this sad thing, I Went to her 
house, and you may judge my astonishment, to be- 
hold you holding her lifeless form in you arms." 

Zerah mused awhile, then exclaimed,- "What 
does this mean 1 I am bewildered." 

Luke replied, " It is but too evident that Abishai 
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commissioned Sanballad'f kinsman to lake your 
life ; but failing to find you at Alexandria, he ha* 
deceived his base employer, and taken his reward, 
after imposing upon him with some false tale." 

No injury* they inferred, had happened to Petro- 
nilia and Atemeth, — the protection of Philo was 
security for them ; but for Zerah's safety there 
remained indeed slender hope, should his return to 
Jerusalem, be discovered by his persecuting foe, who 
now, that he supposed kim for ever disposed of 9 would 
plan to possess himself of Petronilla, believing her to 
be at Rome, All that remained at present for Zerah 
was to leave" his home and city withoujL delay, join 
the Apostle. Paul, who for a short time Luke bad 
recently quitted,, and then publicly announce that 
he was Cmusf's disciple. The long preventing 
cause existed no longer which hitherto restrained 
making known his conversion to his countrymen, 
and he begged of Luke to arrange his secular affairs, 
providing comfortably for his mother's female at- 
tendants during life with a portion of what would 
be his; the rest to be deposited at Rome, from 
whence he could obtain such sums as would supply 
bis own wants, and the wants of others. 

The deceased mother was interred, and Zerah in 
his paternal home for the last time. Mournfully lie 
stood musing upon the past — k was by the spot 
where Rachel fell. Tears dropped from his eyes, 
while in a low tone he exclaimed, " All are departed 
now ! but Thy will be done. Father ! Saviour ! 
Sanctifier ! aid thy weak but submissive creature to 
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do whatsoever thou art pleased to appoint ; and in 
every trial permit me evermore to see thy mercy in 
each dispensation, dcawing me more and more unto 
thyself. Impart thy grace to my spirit, and grant 
me the peace which passeth all understanding" Kneel- 
ing, he remained some time in motionless silence ; 
when he arose he felt invigorated, and. truly the 
trial awaiting that confiding spirit needed heavenly 
support. 

Previous toZerah's departure, Luke came to hear 
more fully how to arrange his affairs, and while thus 
engaged, a person, who cautiously when entering 
looked if there were others near, before taking a 
letter from his bosom — now presented it to Zerah, 
and instantly went away. It was hastily opened, 
and almost mortal paleness overspread his* face, as 
he read the few lines it contained : his hands 
trembled while he put the letter into those of Luke, 
faintly saying, " Alemeth ! O my Alemeth ! art 
thou indeed slain by the wicked ? fatal mistake !" 
he touched his cloak—:" this cloak. ! would that my 
haste had not been such as to prevent noticing it 
was thine when I left thee, for then, dear, noble, 
generous friend, thou still had been in life." "And," 
exclaimed Luke, " still may be living ; see you not 
that, though Philo says there is but feeble hope of 
recovering from his wounds, yet his youth, pure 
state of health, with good surgical skill, may enable 
him, by God's help, to survive ? Do not then give 
way to utter hopelessness." "Were you with 
him," said Zerah, " I could hope." " I will go to 
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Alexandria then, trusting that his wounds may not 
require my attendance ; but very ill health may pos- 
sibly result, and medical advice be of service, which 
is always most beneficial where there is confidence 
in the physician. At all events, I go, and Petronilla 
shall be my especial care if "— — " Spare, O spare, 
speak not the sentence." He again perused the 
letter— "The assassin was deceived, he thought 
the wearer of this cloak was myself I Why, why 
did Alemeth wear it ? But why do / wear his 1 
Affection must reply." He was gently reminded 
that he might not linger. Zerah started, placed 
one hand before his eyes, opened the door, whieh 
Luke- closing after them, took the key, and in si- 
lence they proceeded to the point where it was 
necessary to separate — Zerah on his lonely way, 
and Luke to arrange with a friend immediately, the 
conduct of Zerah V affairs, which he knew would 
be managed to far greater advantage than by him- 
self. Kind was the farewell of each. 

In the heart of Zerah, there was a resolve which 
he did not disclose : he took the most private 
course leading to Gesarea, where in due time he 
arrived, and fixing his eyes upon the stately dwell- 
ing he sought, gazed at it for a short time more like 
a statue than a man. Recovering himself he 
knocked at the door. No man appeared, and he es- 
sayed to enter without the ceremony of admission, in 
which succeeding, he turned toward the first apart- 
ment, still not perceiving any one, and was about* 
going to another ; but at that instant the street door 

21 



S4S ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 

was opened, and a person entered the room in 
which he stood, and in a tone of great surprise, ex- 
claimed, " Alemeth ! can it be 1" Zerah turned 
round and beheld Abishai. " My son "-—he saw 
his mistake— started back with looks of horror, and 
called his attendants ; but Zerah, placing himself 
between Abishai and the door, sternly holding up 
his right hand, said, " I charge you stir not, call 
not again till you have heard a voice delegated from 
the tomb— even that of the son you just now called 
upon, supposing by this his garment, that you be- 
held him. Know that by accident it is worn by one 
your malice thought to have destroyed— but the 
eye of the living God ! the almighty hand of Je- 
hovah ! punished your wicked design, even by per- 
mitting your assassin to slay Alemeth, instead of 
the persecuted Christian, Zerah. Your hired mur- 
derer hath misinformed you, and is himself de- 
ceived, for ere now your son, the beloved, the ex- 
cellent Alemeth, is among the dead. — Yet I may 
not say dead — for he lives with Christ ; yes, 
Abishai, he had fully embraced the Christian 
faith." 

Abishai tore his hair and rent his garments,— 
loudly calling help to secure Zerah, who looked 
disdainfully upon him, and composedly said, " I am 
above your reach, cruel man, and so is she, whom 
your baseness would involve in degradation, — but 
dare not to pursue her, dare not to touch her — she 
is the widow of your son." " Tis false ! * tis false ! 
cease, Zerah, or I will tear you to atoms l" Zerah 
loosed the cloak, and advancing, placed it upon the 
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extended hands of the raging man.. Abishai bent 
over that weH-known cloak : he sobbed — he gazed ^ 
upon it, muttering, " know now whether this is thy 
son's coat." Zerah took advantage of the moment 
of safety, to depart from the presence of his deadly 
foe. He left his house and Cesarea. 

It had been the practice of Alemeth and his 
friend to attend a small community of Christians 
at Alexandria, who met frequently as they could, 
in private. After the departure of Zerah, Alemeth 
found that, in the agitation of parting, his friend 
observed not that he had taken his cloak and left 
his own, a circumstance rather satisfactory, and 
when needful, wore it with peculiar pleasure, 
wishing indeed, that it could impart the virtues of 
its owner, as did the mantle of Elijah* But this 
apparently trifling matter led to a terrible result : 
for returning one evening from the private assem- 
bly of Christians, he was mistaken by the wretch 
employed by Abishai, for Zerah, violently attacked, 
his death-blow given, and the body left in a street 
near to the dwelling of Philo. One of Philo's at- 
tendants going home, found the mangled youth, and 
procuring assistance, secretly entered his master's 
house, who he presently brought "with surgical aid. 
The wounds were attended to, suspended life from 
loss of blood was restored, and all possible caution 
used, before the distressed wife was allowed to see 
him in so almost hopeless a condition. The ago- 
nized Petronilla strove to bear with fortitude and 
resignation the terrible stroke, and she was sup- 
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ported in this trial by Him, in whom she trusted to 
heal Alemeth's wounds, and mitigate her suffering. 
After many hours she once more met the eyes of 
her husband, for an instant fixed upon hers. When 
seemingly satisfied that indeed she was present, he 
closed them again. Long did that nigbt of tender 
watching appear, but the morn brought hope, and 
for several days hope was indulged. Yet so many 
unfavorable symptoms appeared, that when Philo 
wrote by his confidential messenger, who wad or- 
dered not to remain for any questioning after simply, 
delivering his letter ; the impression, made upon 
Zerah, by the Wording and manner of its contents, 
was, that he should see his friend no more on. 
earth. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Who are those three men at Rome beside that 
temple 1 Paul the aged — Peter, the powerfully ener- 
getic still — and, though very much their junior, 
Zerah, in the decline of life listening with profoundly 
humble attention to their conversation. It is the 
reign of JWo, and they, fully aware of the danger 
they are in, yet Wholly bent upon furthering the 
Gospel through their instrumentality, as though no 
such formidable discouragements existed, as those 
which particularly opposed and threatened at that 
period, to overwhelm and speedily bring them to 
suffer martyrdom. 

During the lapse of many years, the ardent, inex- 
tinguishable zeal of all the apostles, supported and 
furthered by Him, who promised u to be with them 
always, even to the end," bore them through perils by 
land and by sea, of every description to which human 
nature was liable, when suffering for a cause exciting 
the contradictions and malignity of men, who acted 
in conformity to their unrenewed state. Their faith 
and works are sacredly recorded, after their Lord's 
ascension, in the " Acts of the Apostles." 

To Zerah much had befallen: the deep lines 

traced in his still nobly handsome face, spoke of the 

spirit's trials, and the body's trials also. For some 

time the relentless heart of Abishai was prompted 

21* 
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to revenge upon Zerah the apostacy and death of 
his son, which he wholly attributed to the influence of 
his friend and Petronilla. He dared hot continue his 
licentious designs upon her, but vowed her destruc- 
tion as a Christian. He was now childless through 
them, and stirred up to madness. Repeatedly was 
Zerab, by his wiles, nearly in his power. Mean* 
time Luke arrived at Alexandria, and was received 
by Philo with distinguished attention. The detail 
of Alemeth's sufferings were told with sympathising 
kindness— those sufferings were great, though not 
of Long duration. Philo expressed a desire, now that 
he was at Alexandria, to give in trust to him, rather 
than hazard by any messenger, a sealed paper left 
by Alemeth for Zerah, which trust was accepted ; 
while he truly mourned the early death of the ex- 
cellent, the sincere, the almost perfect character, so 
cruelly cut off from life and usefulness. Humbly 
he trusted, that he was made perfect with Him, 
whose faith he professed. 

For Petronilla, how could she be consoled ? Not 
by mortal sympathy. Their meeting was agitating, 
teaiful, too affecting for either to break silence 
immediately; The scarcely audible voice, of the 
bereaved widow now «aid, " A Christian's resigna- 
tion, a Christian's consoling trust, could alone en~ 
able me to bear the bitterness of my appointed 
trials; and I may not grieve as without hope to 

meet" She could not proceed, and Luke could 

only bow assent, and with affectionate anxiety, 
marked her altered countenance and form, thin to 
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emaciation. He held forth his hand to ascertain, 
from touching hers, whether fever was not slowly 
preying upon the health of this lovely, afflicted young 
woman* She seemed to understand his look, and 
gave her hand. "I must speak as your physician, 
if you will permit, Petronilla." She answered but 
with tears. Luke kindly pointed out the duty of 
attending carefully to the recovery of health, assur- 
ing her, that when, with divine assistance, her 
mind was strengthened, she would soon, with a few 
requisite compliances in regard to taking what he 
would recommends recover also her bodily strength. 
Petronilla was persuaded ; and, by degrees, her 
health improved, and the acquiescent spirit soothed 
in its patient humility by that Power, whioh, " to 
all that labor and are heavy laden, giveth rest ;" she 
was enabled ,to converse more calmly with Luke 
concerning the last moments of Alemeth, and finally 
inquired with kind interest for Zerah. Luke 
mentioned he would appoint a place where he 
should meet him — more anxious now to meet, that 
he might deliver to his own hand his friend's oom~. 
munication, left with such careful injunctions. To 
the inquiry relative to her own intentions, she re- 
plied, u I wait to received the advice of my -father. " 
"But," said Luke, **be very cautious here, for, al- 
though beneath the guardian roof of Tbilo, evil may 
befall you, if at any time absent from its friendly 
shelter. " fl Have I not," she solemnly answered, 
*" t'ne protection of Him in whose hand is life, or 
death 1 If it should be His dispensation to call pie 
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hence, even by a violent death, I yield the life he 
gave without a murmur. Still, thou kind friend, I 
shall remember your caution ; yes, I cannot forget 

that an assassin could strike a blow which 9 ' 

Luke finished the sentence — " which could not 
destroy the immortal spirit.' 9 He took his leave 
soon after this conversation, and promised to inform 
her of his meeting Zerah. * r « Tell him," said Petro- 
nilla, " tell him" ■ but so great was her agitation 
that she could not proceed; and v Luke departed, 
bearing with him the last memorial of their beloved 
Alemeth, who, the day before his death, having, 
with the aid of Philo, very indistinctly traced a few 
lines while supported by thai benevolent man ; these 
were sealed in their envelope, and the promise 
made that Zerah most certainly should receive 
them ; also, that the plan which, at intervals of 
comparative ease, he had pointed out for Petronilla, 
should be faithfully adopted. 

AH things which might in any manner contribute 
to the comfort of the dying youth, this noble Jew 
. personally attended to ; and deep was the impres- 
sion made upon him by the Christian on his death- 
bed. But to her, who alone was present at the 
moment of dissolution, how much deeper ! He 
drew her to him, and faintly whispered, "Listen to 
me, O thou dearer than aught of earth ; promise to 
comply with thy departing husband's request."— 
" Would I notJie to fulfil it, even to the minutest 
point ?" A slight tinge was visible upon his pale 
face. He feebly pressed her hand. Petronilla 
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gasped, for she saw another paleness succeed the 
momentary flush. She watched fearftilly — bent 
over him — imagined that death might prevent his 
last wish being uttered to her attentive ear. " Speak, 
O speak, my beloved ; ohce more let me hear thy 
voice !" He spoke still lower. She administered a 
small quantity of a restorative. "I leave you to 
God's protection : yet will my frail nature appre- 
hend danger for my Petronilla. Your father's life 
is passed in a way that man only can endure. The 
days we passed at Rome were as roses, but no 
more to be strewed in his thorny path of duty. His 
brother, your uncle, the venerated Jh\drew> the same ; 
therefore, W€tre you with either, the exceeding 
anxiety they would inevitably and too tenderly 
experience on your account, might interfere with 
that undivided devotion in their apostolic duties, so 
important in promulgating the Gospel." He paused, 
and again took a few restoring drops. " There is 
one," he resumed, "our mutual friend — Zerah, my 
Petronilla ; he only can properly be your protector 
now. He loved you- before your Alemeth loved, 
and, but for me, had asked you of your father : but 
his generous friendship" He sank upon the pil- 
low ; Petronilla placed one arm beneath ; she 
chafed his temples, and in some degree he revived. 
At any other moment she would have been particu- 
larly struck by the manner of those words she had 
just heard, but now the fleeting spirit of Alemeth 
gathered her trembling attention only. After a 
short res( from exertion, he fondly said, " I again 
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ask your promise : comply, and if Zerah does not 
second my request, his motive will be nobly right. 
Go, then, to the place of safety which I have named. 
All I possess is yours, and Philo will arrange ; but 
give this hand to Zerah. We shall all meet glorified 
spirits.' 9 

Petronilla burst into tears. " O ! Weep not, thou 
dear one," said he, "strive to strengthen feeble 

nature, which knows not how to part" " Would," 

she faintly answered, " would that we might at this 
moment enter together the eternal blessedness of 
heaven !" " The Redeemer's kingdom" — while 
speaking these impressive words his hand again 
slightly pressed her's— it relaxed its hold— -his lip 
convulsed — he died. 

At the appointed place Zerah waited for a farther 
report from Alexandria, which confirmed what he 
had felt must be — the death of his friend. He read 
with great emotion the request of Luke to meet 
him, and receive the death-bed communication of his 
beloved Alemeth. Immediately he was on the way, 
but delayed by a circumstance very alarming, situ- 
ated as he was : he saw Jhat man whom he knew 
to have assassinated his lamented friend—the cou- 
sin of SanbaUad, the vilest agent of Abishai. His 
malignant eyes were for one moment fixed upon his 
devoted prey, then purposely withdrawn, and the 
wily man proceeded in the opposite direction. Ze- 
rah felt his danger, and concluding that there might 
be accomplices, determined upon instant flight. 
60 rapid was his movement, and continued, that his 
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blood became violently inflamed — a high fever en- 
sued. His subsequent debility kept him con- 
fined to a house, whose inmates did all in their 
power to purse him into health — for the interesting 
young man excited their compassion. Fortunately 
he had destroyed the letter from Alexandria, 
and every proof which might lead to discovering who 
he was, in case of accident ; so that the good people 
knew him but as a sick traveller, and in creed a Jew, 
like themselves ; otherwise bigotry, or zeal they 
would have termed it, might - have prornpted to 
betray him, and his health was too feeble to con- 
tend in any manner. 

In consequence of this detention, Luke knew not 
where to meet him, and he was both grieved and 
alarmed, apprehending evil from Abishai. Equally 
unable was the invalid to obtain such tidings as he 
desired. 

From one cause or another, months passed and 
months succeeded. Luke had joined the Apostle 
Paul, from whom he rarely was long absent. After 
a considerable time he again separated from him, 
and at length the wished-for meeting with Zerah 
was effected. The legacy of Alemeth was read 
with agitated attention, when giving it to Luke, he 
covered his face with his hands, tenderly exclaim- 
ing, " O Alemeth ! Alemeth !" The paper was 
returned. " You are not to be told, Zerah, that 
death is the gateway to immortality, through Jesus 
our divine Redeemer, when the Christian's earthly 
course is finished ; nor that during that course he 
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must act toward the living, in whatever relation 
they stand, to the best of hia judgment, either when 
friends claim warm sympathy and assistance, the 
poor and suffering his charity, or foes his just deal- 
ing. Our departed friend assuredly strove to ' fulfil 
all righteousness.' His widow has heard from her 
father, who having been informed of a certain writ- 
ing to you On the part of Alemeth, charged Petro- 
nilla not to leave the protection of Philo till she 
should hear the purport of that writing from you. 
Will you now permit me to say, if your heart can 
tenderly incline toward that amiable woman— I 
mean as when marriage is proposed — if when re- 
flecting upon the bequest of Alemeth you feel that 
you could take her to your bosom — then hesitate not 
to receive and cherish, accepting also the liberal 
means which, added to your own, will afford with 
Petronilla, who cannot reject you, abundant comfort 
through years of serene enjoyment, where your 
deceased friend most judiciously selected — Paphos, 
in -the Isle of Cyprus. n 

Zerah looked at him, and with flushing cheek 
said, "It may be that Petronilla would not desire 
the fulfilment of Alemeth's wishes ; besides, I had 

dedicated my future days to one only pursuit ,, 

" That pursuit, Zerah, will proceed with united, 
instead of separate zeal — together striving with in- 
tense earnestness to promote your own, and the 
salvation of other souls — the blessed work will go 
on, leading to life everlasting ! Tarry not here, but 
repair to Alexandria ; plead your own cause, which 
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will eventuate favorably. Be careful to elude the 
vigilance and malice of your sworn foe. We shall 
meet at Paphos. 

They parted, after Zerah had committed to th6 
care of Luke a letter to the father of Petronilla, 
informing him of all that had occurred, and asking 
permission to address her, and if accepted, to re* 
move to Paphos.- The indispensably necessary cau. 
(ion in travelling occasioned much longer time than 
he otherwise would have needed to reach Alex- 
andria, but finally he entered the house of Philo in 
safety. For the long delay of either hearing from 
or seeing Zerah, Petronilla conceived various causes, 
but above all, fear for his safety predominated ; and 
when it was announced that this dear friend had 
arrived, and waited for permission to see her, much 
agitation was exeited. He entered the apartment, 
approached, and beheld that beautiful countenance 
alternately pale and blushing, while in a trembling 
voice she said, " Friend ! friend of Alemeth V 9 and 
held forth her hand ; it was pressed with tender 
emotion. She felt that Zerah had come to claim 
the legacy of Alemeth. But confused, embarrassed, 
and doubting whether the heart of Petronilla would 
willingly convey for ever to him the hand he held, 
impeded Zerah's utterance. He recovered in some 
measure from this overwhelming situation, and re- 
leasing her hand, the embarrassment and feelings 
of both subsided, so far as to permit inquiries and 
replies concerning his journey, the cause of deten- 
tion, and the unvaried friendly attentions of the 
22 
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. generous Philo, who soon joined them. Most affec- 
tionately he welcomed and congratulated, his kins- 
man upon being once more in safety with him. In 
his house Zerah remained in perfect security, from 
day to day experiencing kindness which repaid bis 
recent sufferings, and exceedingly gratified by the 
marked attention he constantly received from the 
sage, to whom every particular of his life was unhe- 
sitatingly told, and listened to with deep interest. 
The plan of residing at Paphos, if Petronilla became 
his wife, was altogether approved by Philo, who 
told his young kinsman that "so soon as Peter's 
consent was received, he would facilitate their 
departure for Paphos, for that he could not desire a 
more happy fate than that awaiting Petronilla, 
since it had pleased the Almighty to remove from 
her side the amiable youth Alemeth ; yet very 
much should he feel the loss of her society and 
Zerah's, more than their bumble opinion of them- 
selves might suppose." 

The estimable young people evidently drew more 
nearly together, and Zerah ventured to disclose his 
hope. He spoke of all his earlier hope, and the 
fond wish of his parents to have called her daughter. 
She sighed. "I knew tbey wished it, Zerah, 
and" — —she hesitated. "Let me conclude the 
sentence for you, beloved Petronilla. Had you 
not known our Alemeth, you perhaps might not 
have disinclined, but in my own sincere opinion, 
you could not hesitate to prefer that almost perfect 
being ; yet now that he is more happy than even 



2ERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 255 

you could make htm — siace be desired to let me 
substitute my earthly love for his, can you, will 
you condescend ?" "Humble, generous Zerah, 
I ever loved you as though a dear brother." " But 
can you not try to love me in the still more tender 
name of" The entrance of a domestic inter- 
rupted. He brought a letter — it was from her 
father. She read with agitation, then gave it 
timidly to Zerah. Rapidly the contents passed 
under his eyes— most flattering and encouraging ; 
so much so, that when returning the letter, he said, 
" O tell me, does this letter convey your answer to 
my last request 1" In a silent embrace his happi- 
ness was renewed. Shortly after, their marriage 
and every needful arrangement made, they de- 
parted for Paphos, purchased a villa, where, in 
preference to Salamis on the other side of this 
island in tbe Mediterranean, though a larger city, 
they would have settled, bad not Alemeth proposed 
the former, which in all respects accorded with 
their taste. 

At Paphos they resided for many years : a life 
like that of Paradise was theirs, not only as blest 
in each other's affections, but making the comfort 
of the poor, by whom they were loved and vene- 
rated, and soothing the sick or sorrowing. Pro* 
moting by precept and example the Christian faith, 
to the extent of their ability, and gathering, from 
time to time, information of its wonderful progress N 
through the apostolic zeal of Peter, Andrew, John, 
and Paul, whose tribulations, persecutions, and 
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trials, proved their souls — but, " Lo ! I am with you 
altsays to the end" they also proved : and Christ's 
kingdom increased through their preaching. Here 
Zerah heard of the Jews being banished from Rome 
on account of their turbulence, and of succeeding 
events passing in different parts of the world. 

At Paphos, Sergius Paulus, the Roman pro- 
consul, had his 6eat ; and in the society of this wise 
and prudent man and bis family, both Zerah and 
Petronilla derived much gratification. But Sergius 
Paulus was strongly impressed by the seductive 
arts of an impostor called Barjesus, otherwise 
Elymas, the sorcerer. It astonished Zerah, that 
such a person as the proconsul could be so egre- 
giously imposed upon ; but he had, notwithstanding, 
witnessed impositions practised upon other noble 
Romans in former years, by Simon ; still the very 
superior sense of Sergius Paulus, and his un- 
doubted strength of mind, seemed such as would 
reject the arts of Elymas with contempt. 

At this time arrived at Salamis the apostles Paul 
and Barnabas, — John Mark accompanying them, 
who performed for them any offices about the 
poor. They had preached in the Jews* synagogue, 
and were much talked of. Sergius Paulus was ex- 
ceedingly anxious to hear them, and sent for the 
apostles ; but Elymas, apprehensive of losing so 
great an admirer through the influence of Chris- 
Hans, opposed his purpose vehemently. But Sergius 
Paulus persisted, and it was highly gratifying to 
Zerah that he had an opportunity of testifying to 
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Paul, personally, his joy. in again beholding him, 
and conversing upon the progress of that faith, so 
strenuously preached and practised by the great 
apostle of the Gentiles, whom, now at Paphos, he 
had the privilege- of hearing sublimely advocate its 
holy truths, more especially upon a- certain day, 
when he astonishingly prevailed against the sorcerer 
Elymas, for his presumption in fighting against 
God's truth. The pious displeasure of Paul was 
excited by increasing aggravations. He remem- 
bered how intensely he was affected when himself 
a sinner — struck with blindness ! — ■ and looking 
up steadfastly, held forth bis hands, and while 
profoundest silence reigned among the spectators, 
amounting to very many, pronounced the awful 
judgment of blindness upon Barjesus» This mi- 
racle produced such an impression, that the pro* 
consul's spiritual sight so effectually was created, 
that he believed; and the sorcerer experienced such 
remorse and conviction, that with his restored sight, 
he also came to the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

After the, departure of Paul, Zerah and Petronilla 
enjoyed increased pleasure and comfort in the society 
of Sergius Paulus, >vho anxiously and minutely in- 
quired into every thing connected with Christianity. 
And Zerah, with glowing delight, faithfully detailed, 
from the prophets to John the Baptist, particularly 
dwelling upon him as the immediate forerunner of 
Christ. "But which of the. apostles," asked the 
proconsul, "was the first to acknowledge Christ. 
for the promised Messiah ?"-— " Andrew, the brother 
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of Peter, relying upon the Baptist's assertion, whose 
disciple he was, when Jesus passed by on his 
way from the wilderness, — that He was the Mcs- 
tiah — the lamb of God which taketh away the tins of 
the world — instantly followed the Lord, and being 
invited, abode with him that day, listened to his 
blessed instructions, and again the next night was 
received, and conferred with his divine Teacher, 
his faith strengthening : hence the Greeks generally 
called him, * the first called apostle.' So soon as 
Andrew's faith was fully confirmed, he imparted 
the joyful tidings of having found the desire of the 
Jews to his brother, Simon Peter, who immediately 
went with him to hear Jesus, and, embracing the 
same faith, became a scholar and adherent, the 
Lord giving him the name of Peter. From this 
time the brothers were his disciples, not constantly, 
at first /attending him, but occasionally hearing him, 
and then returning to their trades, accordingly as 
family concerns and their business would permit. 
But though thus frequently absent from Jesus, 
they annouced him to others as the redemption of 
Israel ; by which Philip, being prepared to have 
faith in Christ, also followed him: and by Philip 
was Nathanael brought to the same knowledge and 
belief, though so prejudiced as to say, that no good 
thing came out of Nazareth. Toward the end of the 
year, Jusus called the brothers to a constant and 
inseparable attendance upon the ministry of the 
Gospel, and they never departed from him again, 
but were of the twelve set apart. After the Lord's 
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ascension, Andrew preached in Scythia, Sogdiana ; 
variously in Greece, particularly at Epirus in Achaia, 
in Argos, and put all the philosophers to silence ; — 
founded the church at Byzantium*. The Musco- 
vites in many places heard him. Most astonishingly 
he experienced the powerful influence of the Holt 
Ghost — the 'promised divine assistance, and utter- 
ance given to preach the Redeemer's kingdom. 
His martyrdom crowned the labors of Andrew."* 

" Of Paul's conversion, and zeal, and indefatiga- 
ble labors, you have told me, Zerah, and / have 
beheld the effects of his divinely commissioned 
power : let me now ask of the Apostle John."— 
" He was," replied Zerah, "a disciple of the Bap- 
tist — went with Andrew to Jesus — was present at 



* [Extract.] — c: This devoted apostle's profound humility, 
which made him insist — (when finally condemned to death at 
Palras, in Greece, A. D. 95, condemned by JEgeas, proconsul 
of the province) — upon being crucified with his head down- 
ward, as too great an honor to suffer as his Redeemer had 
done, draw* attention even from the mo3t indifferent reader 
— awakens solemn thoughts; and the question must arise, 
could this man have thus given evidence to all the truth in 
Jesus Christ, after the most elaborate and undying zeal to 
establish before mankind that indeed he was the Messiah, in 
coming, teacjjing, suffering, resuscitating, and finally ascend- 
ing from whence he came? Self-evident circumstances, eye- 
sight, hearing, touch, convinced him that He in whom he 
believed, would finally receive him in his eternal kingdom of 
heaven." The answer cannot be questioned. Every reader 
must reply, that St. Andrew could not have given false evi- 
dence. 
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the miraculous draught of fishes, and from that 
time became the inseparable companion of our 
Lord. He witnessed the cure of Peter's wife's 
mother — the raising of the daughter of Jairas, and 
the transfiguration on the mount John and his 
brother James received the names of Boanerges, to 
denote the strength and greatness of their faith, 
and Were designed by Jesus to publish the majesty 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, without fear, 
throughout the world, especially John, the pure, 
the blameless-~-in piety and wisdom surpassing older 
men — the peaceable and meek, and much resem- 
bling Christ. It was not presumption, when he 
desired with his brother, to sit the one on his right, 
and the other on his left hand, in his kingdom. 
The request arose from a genuine feeling of affection 
to be near to his person, in the supreme enjoyment 
of beholding him in his beatitude and glory, and to 
receive marks of his favor, as well in the future as 
the present life. Which of us, O Sergrus Paulas, 
would not ardently desire the same, who had been so 
distinguished? But I have seen, have heard him, 

and" " Could I but say the same !" exclaimed 

the proconsul. " But with the ear of faith I listen 
to his record — through the medium of his appointed 
teachers, hope fully to evidence my heart's devout 
trust, my spirit's reliance — that everlasting happi- 
ness will be its portion afteT death, through Jesus 
Christ." 

" How inexpressibly felt by John, must the Lord's 
dying request," resumed Zerah, " have been. In 
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the midst of guards in arms, Jesus commended 
Mary to the loved disciple's care, there at the foot 
of the cross. However for a short space with the 
rest he might have fled, John received the com- 
mand of his suffering Master, and with duteous 
tenderness took her ta his home, for Joseph was 
dead. During fifteen years — the period she sur- 
vived — he continued . the devoted attention of a 
pious son." The preaching of John was full of 
efficacy. On one occasion especially, ' when, in 
bearing . testimony to the fulfilment of prophecy, 
which declares with reference to Christ's dying for 
the sins of the world, "A bone of him shall not be 
broken," he pointed out that, although the two thieves 
crucified at the same time ha.A~their legs broken, 
according to established custom, yet not a bone of 
Him was broken who was crucified between them ; 
and again, the fulfilment of Scripture, when one of 
the soldiers pierced the side of Jesus, forthwith there 
gushed out blood and water. 

There are now sceptics such as John opposed in 
Asia, the Ebionites and Cerinthians, impiously 
teaching that Jesus Christ was a mere man— 
who, arrayed in their insignificancy, incurred the 
awful penalty of denying His immaculate truth. 
The Word, which was with God, and was God — the 
way, the truth, and the life. These must meet their 
God in the day of judgment ! Will those awful 
words, appalling but to think of, be applied — " De- 
part from me, I know ye not ?" 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

After once meeting his children, the father of 
Petronilla had restrained their wishes to meet him 
again, upwilling that either should quit their post 
of duty, and doubtless restraining his own desire 
upon the same principle. But for some time Zerah 
saw with grief that the health of Petronilla was 
declining, and he thought that the exceeding gra- 
tification of joining her beloved parent, together 
wiih the highly probable benefit of a journey, might 
improve her health. Convinced that in her pre- 
sent situation her father also would advise it, and 
knowing at that time precisely where the apostle 
was preaching, all were powerful inducements to 
try what the proposed journey might effect. With 
cheerful hope, the gentle, patient invalid commenced 
preparations for temporary departure ; but before 
they were completed, her malady increased so ra- 
pidly that the journey was delayed till her strength 
should in some degree be renovated ; strength, 
-however, daily diminished, the skill of physicians 
proved of no avail, and Zerah beheld with the 
deepest concern changes from worse to worse. He 
wrote to her father, and also to Luke, urging him, 
if possible, to come and prescribe for his beloved 
wife. But the mandate had gone forth ! she felt it, 
and with calm solemnity, blended with affection- 
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ate teijderness, told him so :— " But, Zerah, re- 
member that death is swallowed up in victory /" 
Inexpressibly affected, he folded her to his bosom, 
where she reposed her head. After some moments 
she faintly said, " Dearest Zerah, my mother ! my 
martyred mother ! and him we both loved so well — 
Jllemeth J — shall I not join them 1 And when our 
heavenly Creator calleth thee, and my father hath 
finished the work he is commissioned to do upon 
earth, we shall all assemble in our glorious Sa- 
viour's kingdom !" Her husband wept as, she con- 
tinued : " Oh ! my generous Zerah, weep not, 
peace, peace be with thee, though I die." He bore 
her to her couch, hung over her, listened to her 
altered breathing fearfully. In low tones figain she 
spoke : " Tell my father that I go to the happiness 
that endureth for ever — to Jesus." She looked up, 
then tenderly regarding her husband, pointed her 
hand upward, and with an angelic smile closed her 
eyes in death. 

Zerah now felt that every earthly tie was severed. 
He mourned as genuine nature mourns. He sought 
in prayer for consolation, where he never failed to 
find it. After some time he gathered his thoughts 
.wholly from the grave, to fix them in heaven, re- 
solved henceforth personally to devote his time and 
talents wherever most likely to promote the Gos- 
pel's spread. At first he designed to join Peter, 
but previous to prosecuting the design wrote to him 
reverentially, and soliciting his advice. The apos- 
tle recommended to avoid a meeting at that mo* 
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ment, for it would be extremely painful, and pro- 
ceed to Rome, where Paul then was. Zerah 
accordingly proceeded, remembering the words of 
Peter, should mortal trial await him : — " If ye suf- 
fer for righteousness sake, happy are ye ; and be not 
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled, but sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready always to 
gite an answer to every man that asketh of you the 
reason of the hope that is in you." . Thus fortifying 
his spirit, he arrived again at Rome, where he found 
Paul in prison. It was a distressing matter, yet the 
apostle seemed regardless of his life, trusting that if 
needful the Lord would preserve that life. He 
was persecuted, but not forsaken ; east down, but not 
destroyed ; and it pleased Htm to whose service he 
was devoted, to liberate him at this time. In pro- 
portion as Zerah was grieved at his imprisonment, so 
he rejoiced at his deliverance. 

Boon after Paul's release he determined to go and 
preach in the isles of the sea, particularly Britain, — a 
few others accompanying him ; Zerah begged per- 
mission to join them, and being permitted, com- 
municated his proposed departure from Rome, to 
Peter, by means of a message. Arrived in Britain, 
scenes altogether new were presented to Zerah. 
Here the tent-maker, as the great apostle of the 
Gentiles was frequently called, planted the Gospel. 
After remaining as long as he considered necessary, . 
he departed to preach in Gaul and in Spain. Ze- 
rah went not, for he was desirous of seeing more of 
the Britons. He mingled with them in every 
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degree, and formed in particular an intimacy with 
a distinguished druid, who pointed out to him 
such important spots as were connected with his 
peopled history, and traced the battle-ground of 
Plautius, that able general] sent by the Em- 
peror Claudius. That emperor began to think 
seriously of entirely reducing the Britons. During 
nearly a century they had enjoyed unmolested 
liberty, and he, truly without any justifiable cause 
of hostility, sent Plautius, wha gained Bome vie* 
lories, and made considerable progress in subduing 
the people ; so that the emperor, with great dis- 
play, when he found there was likely to be a fit 
reception, made a jonrrjey into Britain, and re- 
ceived the submission of the Trinobantes and 
others inhabiting the southeast of the island ; but 
others, swayed 'by Caractacus, maintained their 
manly independence. The Romans made but a 
slight impression, till Ostorius Scapula commanded 
their armies, when Caraetacus was defeated in a 
great battle and taken prisoner. He was carried 
to Rome, where Ins noble and magnanimous bear- 
ing was the admiration of men. In Britain, the 
spirit of the islanders, although they had experienced 
misfortunes, was not subdued. 

In the reign of JVero, Suetonius Paulus, sent by 
the Romans, penetrated with his army into the isle 
of Mona. At this time Zerah was with his druid 
friend, while Suetonius Paulus. was arranging his 
army. Mona> the chief Best of the druids, their 
groves, and consecrated altars — held in highest 

23 
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reiteration by the people, was also preparing for 
battle, ancl victory anticipated from the prowess of 
the collected force, eager to defeat the invaders. 
Among the preparations were immense fires, into 
winch their enemies were to be cast— ^revenge so 
horrible, that Zerah ventured to remonstrate; and 
he would have been supported by him who had 
listened with humble docility and efficacious atten- 
tion when Paul taught ; so that fear only of his 
fellow druids restrained his remonstrances from 
being united with those of Zerah. Long had he 
but outwardly joined their "religious rites in the 
mysteries of the consecrated groves and altars ; he 
was, in truth, a sincere proselyte to Christianity, 
frequently conversing with Zerah upon the doc- 
trines and professing his faith, and worshipped. the 
living God through Jesus Christ. 

These disciples would have checked the horrors 
of carnage, and warded off the intended fate of the 
captives, though they could not control the battle 
forced upon the islanders by the Roman power, 
and fought in self-defence. They, however, began 
to perceive that the force of the Romans was likely 
to prove too great for them successfully to contend 
with. " But," said the druid of Mona, " in the 
words of that preacher who is now awakening souls 
to believe in his divine Master, and whom / shall see 
no more — we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that everyone may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done 9 whether it 
be good or bad. If our earthly house of this tabernacle 



ZERAH, THE BELIEVING JEW. 267 

totre dissolved, we have a building o/God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. There 
the believing spirit shall exist in bliss. unspeakable. 
We will not fear then any of those who can only 
destroy the body, but calmly wait the approaching 
shock of battle, remembering that God will give or 
withhold victory as seemeth best for the conquerors 
or conquered." The Romans advanced. Undis- 
mayed, the hardy Britons met them, were repulsed, 
and rallied again. Dreadful was the conflict: 
inch by inch the true Briton fought for his land, 
his home, his family, but was defeated. Sueto- 
nius seized the druids, and in those fires prepared 
for their enemies, burnt these victims — mostly de- 
stroyed the groves — all the altars ; and having, a? 
he supposed, triumphed over their religion, con- 
ceived that his future progress would be easy, and 
the whole island speedily subjugated. With diffi- 
culty Zerah effected the escape of the only surviving 
druid of Mona, who afterwards led the way and 
presented himself as the only druid relic of that isle f 
to Boadicea, queen of the Iceni, and made knowa 
in terms of grateful acknowledgment his obligations 
to Zerah. Both were received, and remained near 
the person of the queen. 

The Romans had many settlements in Britain ; 
among them, London was already a flourishing 
colony. They acted very injudiciously in many 
instances, and the tribunes unjustifiably treated 
Boadicea in the most ignominious manner. Her 
jpeople, the Iceni, greatly incensed, were impatiently 
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desirous of revenging these insults upon their insult- 
ing conquerors. She headed them, and Zerab, with 
Moua's druid, beheld the queen's success, though 
at first but partial; but gaining, as ehe moved, 
hosts of brave men, she reached London, where 
the exasperated Britons, in furious onset and with 
irresistible force, destroyed altogether seventy thou- 
sand of Romans and strangers, and reduced London 
to ashes. Rejoicing over their victory in rude but 
heartfelt transports, they hoped that such a chas- 
tisement would cause the Romans to cease molest- 
ing them ; but they knew not the Roman thirst for 
power and conquest, and dominion, which must be 
universal, temporary disgrace retrieved, and the 
eagle's sullied wings again expanding in proud 
display victorious ! These remarks Mona's druid 
heard from Zerah, and carefully imparted them to 
the watchful Boadicea. She accordingly, in the 
midst of the joyfulness of her people, who almost 
idolized her, warned them to be always ready. She 
•made this sentence her watch-word, and too soon 
they found her caution wise. 

Suetonius Paulus, in due time, was powerfully 
reinforced by numerous fresh bands, and he formida- 
bly proceeded to avenge himself. Again, with the 
devoted Britons, Boadicea met him, and a bloody 
engagement ensued. The islanders were unflinch- 
ing, but they fell by thousands ; and When nearly 
sixty thousand had perished, the queen, surrounded 
by the residue, would not yield. More and more of 
her brave defenders fell. She saw that all must be 
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a prey to the conqueror; but scorning to submit 
personally, she withdrew a few steps behind her 
faithful rampart, and casting an anxious look at 
them, and the slain upon the field, exclaimed, 
".Nobly, nobly done, my countrymen ! my people t 
never shall those Romans cast a chain about ye, 
nor the living Boadicea !" And suddenly taking a 
subtil poison, which she purposely must have kept 
by her in case of defeat^ the victors only beheld her 
corpse, which they had not the inhumanity to in- 
sult; and her remaining supporters were permitted 
to inter her body according to the custom of the 
islanders. 

Zerah and his companion struggled through the 
difficulty occasioned by the danger of the latter in 
reaching. Mona; but there they remained unmo- 
lested, the conquerors not deeming the few natives 
in humbled poverty worthy of farther trouble* too 
lowly to make resistance, and all means out of their 
power. Had they~been disposed to cut them off by 
total extermination, the Romans might there have 
done so* The gathering remnant of Mona's inba- 
bitants assembled round the druid and Zerah, and 
ihat humble circle listened to the doctrine of the 
cross. A small proportion had already heard divine 
truths from Paul, and all perceiving that the druid 
believed in Christ, were willing to receive instruc 
tion. A grove, which but recently was impiously con- 
secrated, was now consecrated to Christian worship, 
— where the.druids' temple had been impiously dedi- - 
cated, was an altar raised to God ; and, in the true 
23* 
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toorship, these subdued Britons, although they had 
lost their former freedom, felt that their minds had 
burst the fetters of delusion, obtaining the blessed 
hope of immortal happiness — the invaluable privi- 
lege of themselves praying through Christ for par- 
don of sin, for peace, and merciful acceptance, for 
the influence of the Holt Spirit to " ^leanse the 
thoughts of their hearts," and renew them alto- 
gether. 

Zerah considered that his time could not be more 
beneficially employed than when fostering and 
strengthening the growth of Christianity in these 
poor Britons. Seated beneath some noble oaks 
overshadowing the former druidical temple, now a 
temple to the living God, he mused, he pictured the 
distant future, when from this infancy of righteous- 
ness might spring the wide-extended Gospel — igno- 
rance dispelled, arts, sciences, improvements sub- 
stituted, and the rude Britons, in turn, impart to the 
uncultured sons of earth their multiplied improve- 
ments, together with the Spirit's holy adornment, 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ through their 
divine Lord and Master. He raised his eyes, his 
hands, and energetically exclaimed, "Grant it, O 
heavenly father, for Christ's sake !" After zeal- 
ously promoting the cause planted by Paul, he left 
Mona's druid and Mona's isle ; and interesting truly 
was the parting from the sincere proselyte. 

Arriving at Rome again, Zerah there met the 
Apostle Peter, who received him with paternal ten- 
derness. To him he related all that had occurred 
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since the death of the beloved Petronilla, and re- ' 
ceived the entire approbation of Peter, and also of 
Paul, who had again reached. Rome — and the apos- 
tles remained to preach in the city. 

It was by the Temple of Janus, which JWro had 
then closed up in token of universal peace, that 
Zerah was listening to the venerable apostles, when 
introduced after a lapse of years at the commence- 
ment of the fifteenth chapter. The Emperor Nero 
wa£ gone into Greece with a pompous retinue, but 
left One of his most wicked instruments, Helius, 
governor of the city in his absence. The apostles 
joined in the labors of converting both Jews and 
Gentiles there, endeavoring to reclaim in general 
the citizens from their guilty excesses, much in 
fashion under the libertine reign of Nero, and striv- 
ing to inculcate notions -df God and the love of 
virtue ; and their endeavors awhile were consider- 
ably successful, so that even some of the emperor's 
household became Christians. One of his concu- 
bines, in particular, had entirely changed her 
course of life to great sobriety and virtue. Of this 
the emperor was informed, and it incensed him 
violently against Paul and Peter, for he was ex- 
ceedingly fond of the converted favorite. This dis- 
pleasure militated against the apostles, aided by the 
opposition of enemies, especially Alexander the 
coppersmith, who had been excommuhicated by Paul, 
and now resolved to wreak his malice, by doing 
much mischief to both the apostles, Simon Magus 
was now full of his former impious practices : he 
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called himself Christ — deluding many, and pretend- 
ing that he would ascend into heaven. - Immense 
multitudes assembled to see him realize his promise. 
By means of machinery he contrived to raise him- 
self into the air in a sort of chariot of fire. Peter 
and Paul devoutly prayed that the impious impostor 
should be signally destroyed, for the honor of Him 
* who had indeed ascended from earth to heaven* 
While the people looked anxiously at him, he fell 
suddenly and violently to the ground, so severely 
bruised and wounded by the fall, that he shortly 
after died. 

The news of these things speedily reached Nero, 
who was highly offended, and especially with Peter, 
commanding that he should be apprehended ; but 
for the present this was prevented — for his Christian 
friends urged him to fly to a secure retreat awhile, 
even for the benefit of the Church. Peter very 
reluctantly yielded. At night he was about to pass 
the gate, and the result we read proved that his 
.own judgment and conscious sense of duty was 
right, in urging him rather to remain than to fly ! 
for as he proceeded, there stood before him the form 
of Jesus ! Peter, full of affectionate joy in behold- 
ing the Lord, eagerly askeu him " whither he was 
going V Mildly, but impressively, he answered, 
" To Rome, to be crucified again I" Peter instantly 
felt that it was the Lord's will that he should offer 
himself at that time, and forthwith returned to the 
city, where he was apprehended, and with Paul 
put into the Mamertine prison. Here they were 
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kept for many months in strict confinement, spend- 
ing tbeir time in all private acts of devotion ; and as 
occasion offered, preached the Qospel to their guards 
and fellow-prisoners, converting Processus* and Mar- 
tinicius, the captain of their guard, with forty others; 
and Paul ceased not to perfect also the conversion 
of Nero's favorite, and his cup-bearerJ In their 
prison they now had the solace of Luke's society,! 
and Pudens ministered to them. 

The death of Paul was doubtless hastened by the 
determined conversion of the emperor's household, 
and of Peter, by the death of Simon Magus. But 
though these deeds rankled in the heart of Nero, 
and appeared to be the only cause of martyrdom at 
Rome, the appointed time had arrived for the apos- 
tles to lay down their lives. Paul had declared to 
his friends, that it had been especially made known 
to him by God, that he should suffer martyrdom 
at Rome, wherefore he had come for the second 
time with joy. In prison he wrote his Second Epis- 
tle to Timothy ; and though he desired Timothy 
to come to him, yet was he evidently prepared to be 
immediately offered — " Ready to depart now," though 
at h\s first answer before Nero he says, "All men 
forsook me, notwithstanding the Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me, that by me the preaching of the Gospel 
might be fully known, and that all the Gentilss might 
hear." He was then delivered out of the lion's 
mouth. But now the hour was come. He was a 
second 4 time arraigned, and the tyrant exulted in 
ordering the execution of the chief architects of the 
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Church. But it was founded upon the rock Jesus 
Christ, and the blood of those who died for the 
faith was the strongest cement and prop of it. Paul, 
as a Roman citizen, was beheaded at Aquae Salvias, 
with the resignation of perfect trust in Him for whom 
he died. 

When Zerah beheld this martyrdom, he stood in 
) solemn awe and retrospective sensibility. The con- < 
trast of the apostle's early period of life, came in 
powerful array before his mental vision. The zeal- 
ous, persecuting enemy of Christ — the vindictive 
destroyer of all within his grasp, who openly or 
secretly professed themselves the disciples of Christ, 
had now, to prove his own faith, willingly given his 
head to the block. Wonderful, indeed, was Paid 9 * 
conversion— demonstrating the mighty power of the 
Lord conspicuously striking. And now came the 
trial of witnessing the crucifixion of Petet : it shook 
the nerves of the greatly agitated Zerah. Strong 
was the suffering apostle's Christian bearing — sub- 
limely patient. The scene of Calvary humbly 
realized again in the person of God's servant, who 
truly experienced the promise of his Divine Master 
— " Lo ! I am with you always, even to the end." 
Tbe evidence of the fulfilment of that mercifully 
supporting promise, came like a ray of heavenly 
light around the martyr. " It is finished /" seemed 
to sound in Zerah's ears : the bright ascension of 
Htm who spoke those words, came gloriously before 
his eyeg. In Christ's eternal kingdom, the match- 
less apostles of the Jews and Gentiles would be 
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received to an inheritance incorruptible. They 
would "enter into the joy of their Lord" 

The deeply interested Christian few, who wit- 
nessed the last moments of these faithful servants, 
solemnly united in fervent prayer, supplicating 
strength from on high — enabling them to proceed 
in aid of His cause so truly served by the departed 
saints. Each individual resolved diligently to imi- 
tate them, so far as hie inferior ability permitted. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Zerah journeyed to Ephesus, desirous of profiting 
) by the inspired wisdom of St. Jo^n, " who was now 
venerable in age, yet full of active concern in aH 
the churches. St. Mark had departed for Egypt, 
sent thither by St. Peter after his martyrdom, and 
charged with the Gospel written by himself under 
the entire inspection and approbation of St. Peter ; 
and Mark failed not in any part of his great mission 
upon earth." 

w The churches were supplied by St. John with 
worthy bishops from time to time. His vigor re- 
mained fully equal to his labors then ; it was such 
as the nature of decaying man, under the influence 
of temperance, and an approving conscience, united 
to an excellent bodily constitution and peace-breath- 
ing spirit, humbly confident of being eternally happy 
through the redeeming power of his adored Lord 
and Master Jesus Christ, could render mortal 
existence vigorous. But he was truly to drink of 
the cup of which that loved Redeemer so deeply 
drank, and which he told John that he should drink 
of. 

" In the fifteenth year of the Emperor Domitian, 
the persecution which began and ended the next 
year with the death of that prince, was not more 
famous for any thing than the sufferings and mar- 
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tyrdom of St. John, the courage by which he de- 
monstrated he conquered his tormenting persecutors. 
He proved that the eternal Ward, by which he 
preached to others, did really abide in him. He 
was accused to Domitian, not only as a disturber of 
the government, but a promoter of Atheism, the 
usual calumny fixed upon the primitive Christians, 
because they preached against idols, which the 
Gentiles reputed gods i By the Emperor Dpmiti&n's 
order, the Proconsul of Asia sent John bound to 
Rome. This excited the fears of the Christian 
churches exceedingly, and individually men looked 
forward with trembling for the fate of their revered 
saint." Several of his most devoted friends, followed 
the noble prisoner closely, mitigating, sofar as might 
be, any personal inconvenience. Zerah was several 
years younger than the beloved of the Lord, and both 
his health and strength equal to many much younger 
men, — his spirit bearing him on, when hardships of 
body were to be encountered, enabling him to en- 
dure them surprisingly. All arrived at Rome. And 
now was decreed by the barbarous Domitian, with 
demoniac malignity, an appalling torture, which, 
even to imagine, is dreadful. The preparation 
made, multitudes assembled, and, in the presence 
of the whole senate, the tyrant caused the meek, 
unresisting apostle, to be cast into a cauldron of oil 
set on fire. And thus did St. John indeed experi- 
ence martyrdom. But behold ! while the multitude 
looked to see him agonized in writhing tortures, 
Jesus preserved him : instead of expiring, to the 
24 
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utter astonishment, even to death-like silence of all 
men, he came forth unhurt ; and, as if he had been 
anointed as the ancient Athletse were, he came out 
wore vigorous than before, and experienced not the 
bodily torment designed, nor was left in the power of 
the wicked. In this manner did he fulfil martyr- 
dom, for he willingly gave himself to die for Christ. 
But his miraculous preservation, joined to the reply 
of Jesus to Peter when he asked " what should be 
the fate of John 1" doubtless gave rise to the opinion 
of many, that he should remain upon earth till the 
reappearing of the Lord. But that was evidently 
not the meaning of Christ's answer ; it was de- 
signed to check improper curiosity. 

It might have been supposed that the Emperor 
Domitian's heart would have been touched, and awe, 
if not good feeling, influence him to allow the apostle 
to depart in peace, who bad so distinctly received a 
miraculous token of divine favor ! but he instantly 
banished him to Patraos, a very deplorable island in 
the. Archipelago, there to be employed digging in 
the mines, the usual punishment of the banished 
for crime. 

. Here the aged John, condemned to more bodily 
labor than with all his natural strength he was able 
to endure without sinking under the toil and suffer- 
ing, now despaired of life. But God dispelled the 
gloomy apprehensions of extremely protracted mi- 
sery, and though cut off in a great degree from the 
society of men, he was revived, supported, and 
blessed with the more immediate converse of hea- 
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ven, " and it was revealed to him that he must pro- 
phesy before many people, and nations, and tongues, 
and kings ;" by which revelation his enlargement 
was foreshown. Here he wrote the Apocalypse, 
or Revelation, wherein by frequent visions and pro- 
phetic representations, he had prospect of the state 
of Christianity in all the future ages and periods of 
it. This was indeed a testimony of the Lord's 
favor to John. 

Zerah remained but a short time at Rome after 
the banishment of St. John, for persecution was 
then unceasing and cruel there. Again he repaired 
to Ephesus, and shortly afterward had the anguish 
of seeing Timothy, its excellent bishop, martyred 
for his vigilant and steady perseverance in striving to 
check idolatrous sports and feasts. These things 
were intensely felt by Zerah, and he longed ardently 
to throw off the earthly vesture of the spirit, and 
he trusted to put on the robe of blessed immortal- 
ity; yet if his divine Master appointed a longer 
continuance in a world of trial, he was willing to do 
all such good works as should be given him to do. 
' He ceased not to distribute of his wisdom, his sub- 
stance, his advice, wheresoever needed, and de- 
voted all to the cause pf Christ, aiding that glorious 
cause by pouring its doctrine into the hearts of those 
he comforted and relieved. 

Nearly two years had elapsed when the glad tid- 
ings came that Domitian no longer swayed the Ro- 
man empire, having been slain; and Cocceius Nerva, 
9, prudent man of quite a different nature, succeeded 
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him. He rescinded the odious acts of his prede- 
cessor by public edict, and recalled all from banish- 
ment, which enabled St. John to return to his 
former residence at Ephesus. Full of joy was the 
Church everywhere. The meanest Christian felt 
as if an earthly parent was resuscitated, and the 
apostle himself seemed as if his life was renewed. 
The bishops of the province persuaded him to take 
charge of that Church, which he did, and governed 
it till the reign of the Emperor Trajan. It was 
St. John's practice frequently to make journeys to 
ordain and confirm the churches. One of the last 
bishops he made was Polyc&rp, bishop of Smyrna, 
Who had been his scholar. On one occasion of the 
diocesan visit to a church near Ephesus, after his 
discourse to the clergy and the people, St. John 
observed a young man of such promise every way, 
that he presented him to the bishop of that church 
whom he had ordained, saying at the same time, 
" In the presence of Christ and this congregation, 
I earnestly recommend this young man to your 
fatherly care." The bishop took the trust upon 
him, and promised to discharge it with fidelity. 
-St. John having repeated the injunction, and be- 
seeching him to be careful, returned to Ephesus. 
The young man was lodged in the bishop's house, 
and religiously instructed, keeping such good rules 
ihat he was in due time baptized and confirmed ; 
and now, as if in security, his guardian became 
rather less vigilant, trusting that the seal of baptism 
insured the continued religious impression made upon 
his ward. 
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How anxious are the dissolute to corrupt and 
bring down to their own level those who have " cast 
away the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light !" Many are the allurements to entice 
them into wickedness. The dissolute had watched 
for a favorable opportunity, and were burning to 
9 procure the fall of the young man. They attracted 
him by insidious, beginnings to join them, first en- 
tertaining him with luxurious feasting, and com- 
parative innocent sports, then drew him to be among 
their nocturnal revels, which unbeknown to the 
novice, but designedly by them, led to an adventure 
of robbery to supply their profligacy ; and being 
once initiated into their gang, he had not the reso- 
lution to retract, but went on from one step to 
another of vice and villainy, till inured to wicked- 
ness ; and though occasionally experiencing mo- 
ments of compunction, he finally cast away all 
hopes of heaven, and scorned to be outdone in sin, 
defying the laws with such effrontery, that his com- 
panions formed themselves into a band of robbers, 
making him their captain, as he exceeded them 
now in all manner of violence and crime, even 
murder. 

Some time after this, it was necessary that St. 
John should revisit this church. When he had 
finished business, he addressed the bishop, inquiring 
for his charge. At first the bishop was surprised, 
thinking that he was perhaps going to be charged 
with y money which he had never received; and 
while he appeared not to understand, the apostle 

24* 
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of light !" Many are the allurements to entice 
them into wickedness. The dissolute had watched 
for a favorable opportunity, and were burning to 
procure the fall of the young man. They attracted 
him by insidious, beginnings to join them, first en- 
tertaining him with luxurious feasting, and com* 
parative innocent sports, then drew him to be among 
their nocturnal revels, which unbeknown to the 
novice, but designedly by them, led to an adventure 
of robbery to supply their profligacy ; and being 
once initiated into their gang, he had not the reso- 
lution to retract, but went on from one step to- 
another of vice and villainy, till inured to wicked- 
ness ; and though occasionally experiencing mo- 
ments of compunction, he finally cast away all 
hopes of heaven, and scorned to be outdone in sin, 
defying the laws with such effrontery, that his com- 
panions formed themselves into a band of robbers, 
making him their captain, as he exceeded them 
now in all manner of violence and crime, even 
murder. 

Some time after this, it was necessary that St. 
John should revisit this church. When he had 
finished business, he addressed the bishop, inquiring 
for his charge. At first the bishop was surprised, 
thinking that he was perhaps going to be charged 
with y money which he had never received; and 
while he appeared not to understand, the apostle 

24* 
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said, "I demand an account of the soul of my 
brother, the young man' whom I committed to your 
tare, given in the face of this congregation and 
before Christ." The grieved bishop, bursting 
into tears, exclaimed, " He is dead to God, for he 
hath taken to very ill courses, turned robber — and 
instead of frequenting the church of Christ, he 
has his resorts in the mountains, with men of the 
like wicked principles." 

St. John, with a lamenting groan, cried out, 
" O what a guardian I have provided for my bro- 
ther's soul !" He turned to some men near him, 
ordered a horse and a guide, and rode from the 
church as he was. 

The day previous to that on which the above oc- 
currence took place, Zerah had been informed of a 
sore affliction befalling an aged Christian, who had 
lost his infant grandson, the last of his name, to- 
gether with all his little property. The child pe- 
rished in consequence of fire by some means breaking 
out in their dwelling. The old man was deaf and 
heard not the crackling of the fire. The boy was 
suffocated, and himself saved by waking amidst the 
smoke and flames, just time enough, though severely 
burnt, to escape with life. A kind friend had in- 
duced the sufferer to go home with him, who lived 
near the mountains, and was poor. Any additional 
expenses fell heavily upon his slender means, having 
a family to support. Zerah determined to exercise 
his charity, and himself be the messenger of good, 
by making a comfortable arrangement for both 
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parties, taking with him a considerable sum of 
money, in order to place the bereaved a pensioner 
with his friend. On his way, some of the banditti, 
those robbers whose captain was the young man 
in whom St. John took so strong an interest, 
Stopped Zerah, but he perceiving that, although 
armed, they were on foot, thdught by a rapid and 
resolute effort he might escape, and urged his horse 
so successfully, that he did escape ; yet fled he 
knew not whither to avoid pursuit, and so lost him- 
self in the mountains. 

The day following was that when the church 
alluded to was addressed by St. John ; his address 
Zerah had designed to hear, and from this church 
the apostle witkhis guide departed. They reached 
the mountain pass where the robbers had set their 
watch, who seized the venerable apostle, making 
him their prisoner. This appeared no way to alarm 
him, for he only said, " I must see your Captain, 
and came for this purpose." The Captain, well 
armed, was waiting for them at some distance, 
supposing they had taken a prize, but perceiving, 
on nearer approach, that he beheld St. John, he 
rode off" in great confusion — while the apostle, for- 
, getting his great age and weakness, speeded after 
him, crying out, " Child ! why do you run from 
your father, fc defenceless old man 1 spare me the 
pain of following you, and do not be afraid, your 
salvation is not irrecoverable : I will make up the 
breach between you and Christ, though I shotild 
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die for you as Christ did for us, stay and be con- 
vinced that He hatji sent me." 

At these words the young man stood still : his 
eyes were fixed upon the ground, then casting him- 
self off from his horse and throwing down his arms, 
he trembled — he shed tears, and when the aged 
apostle came up to him and embraced him, im- 
plored forgiveness with such contrition and tears, 
that he seemed baptized in them again % * 

It was the misfortune of Zerah, while seeking 
his way, to perceive another party of robbers ad- 
vancing, and who, headed by the second in com- 
mand, mounted, perceived him also. Again, how- 
ever, he hoped by instant flight to outride pursuit, 
and suddenly turned round and fled, but fatigue 
now began to overcome him. The pursuing horse- 
roan he saw would inevitably come up with him, 
and he was about to stop and implore mercy, when 
it happened that the robber's horse tripped, and his 
rider was thrown off. This violently enraged him, 
and ihe more because the horse had left him, and 
gone toward the men — they, swift of foot, were fol- 
lowing their leader : one of these men seized the 
horse's bridle, and now a rude wild laugh burst 

* From thenceforth he entered with him into such a course 
of fervent prayer, and revived his dejected soul with such 
heavenly discourses, that he was perfectly restored to the 
state from which he had fallen. A great example of sincere 
repentance, and a proof, how one that is dead in sin and tres- 
passes, may be regenerated, and born again to a new state of 
virtue and holiness! 
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from all at the expense of the fallen, who, greatly 
provoked, snatched the bridle from him who held it, 
remounted, and dashed after his prfcy. From this 
respite in his favor Zerah again thought to escape, 
but the fleet horse of the robber brought the rider 
near enough to inflict so heavy a wound with his 
drawn sword upon his shoulder, that he dropped 
the reins; a second deep gash nearly severed his 
arm, and then he was dragged to the ground, cru- 
elly beaten, and rifled of the puree so amply filled ta 
do a deed of charity. 

\The robber held up the purse, shaking it in tri- 
umph over his head; and when his companions, 
half breathless from their speed, came near, he 
tauntingly asked, " Who has the best right to laugh 
now?" The feeble groans of Zerah one of the 
heartless robbers hearing, pushed him roughly with 
his foot, calling out, " Make haste, old man, to die ; 
do it as fast as you will, and end the business before 
we leave you." My comrade," said a very young 
accomplice, " do not kick and insult this poor old 
wounded traveller, especially as we did it ; and have 
got so much by him as that heavy purse tells of." 
He stooped down, saying kindly, "Is there any 
thing you would have done for you among the 
living ? If there is, speak, and be sure that sooner 
or later Lwill do it in my own way — for you can 
never stand again among the living." " O never ! 
never ! but I pray you bring me a little water if you 
can, that I may speak a few words, for I am faint. ,? 

The robber started away to procure it. Great 
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loss of blood, together with severe blows tfpon his 
body, had nearly extinguished life ; and when the 
compassionate youth returned, bringing some water 
in the sort of helmet he wore, he gently raised the 
head of Zerah toward it ; the attempt to taste it 
was vain. The youth then poured a small quan- 
tity into the hollow of his hand, and while trying to 
apply it to the lips of the dying man, those lips 
closed in death. The surrounding hardened group 
cast a cold glance upon the composed countenance 
of (he deceased, but the youthful robber in a low 
tone of concern said, " / will bury him." * * * 



THE END. 
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